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TO  THE- 

LADIES 


O  F 


Great-Britain  and  Ireland. 


Ladies, 

Fh^i^F^ F T E R  having  deliberated  for 
^  A  ^  a  long  time  upon  the  choice 
of  a'patronefs,  fo  many  of  your 
fex  occurred  to  me  equally  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  their  brilliant  charms,  and  their 
fliining  virtues,  that  I  was  as  much  at 
a  lofs  which  to  give  the  preference  to, 
as  Paris  was  to  decide  concerning  the 
fuperiority  of  beauty,  when  Juno,  Mi- 
•  a  nerva. 


L  1V  ] 


nerva,  and  Venus ;  at*  once  claimed 


the  golden  apple.  Paris,  however,  at. 
laft  declared  in  favour  of  Venus,  and 
owned,  that  all  the  charms  of  beauty 
were  concenter’din  thegoddefsof  love,-, 
but,  when  I  looked  out  for  a  patro- 
nefs, .  I  found  mylelf  in  much  greater- 
perplexity,  than  the  renowned  llrep- 
herd  of  Ida  ;  every  fair-one  of  Great- 


Britain  appeared  to  me  a  Venus,  and 


fo  much  was  I  dazzled 
beauty,  that  I  could  not 


with  then- 
help  think¬ 


ing  that"  every  one  I  faw  had  bor¬ 
rowed  Venus’s  girdle  in  her  turn,  f 


therefore  refbived  to  avail  myfelf  of  the 
idea  of  a  painter  of  antient  Greece; 
and,  as  he  drew  Iris  Venus  from 
different  beauties  all  equal  in  charms, 
I  dedicate  my  prelent  work  to  the 
Britifh  fair  in. general,  and  hope,  that 
their  patronage  will  abundantly  fupply 
the  place  of  that  of  the  fabled  god- 
defs  of  loft  defires. 


Thu 
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The  work  I  take  the  liberty  to  de¬ 
dicate  to  you,  turns  upon  a  fubjeft 
mold  highly  interefding  to  your  fex  it 
turns  upon  marriage  ;  of  which,  one 
of  the  mold  amiable  of  our  poets  juldly 
obl'erves.  That 

’Tis  all  the  colour  of  lucceeding  life. 

Prior. 

To  whom  could  I  more  properly 

addrefs  a  treatife  upon  fuch  a  fubjed, 
than  to  you,  who  have  made  wed¬ 
lock  a  ftate 

Where  love  is  liberty  and  nature  law. 

Let  the  brute  philofopher,  whofe 
bofom  never  felt  the  ineffable  joy  of 
loving,  or  being  loved,  treat  you  as 
the  tyrants  of  our  liberty,  all  who  are 
not  infenfible  to  the  charms  of  beauty, 

and 


VI 


and  the  attractions  of  politenefs,  and 
the  dignity  cf  true:  virtue, ,  will  ac¬ 
knowledge,  that  woman  is  the  utmoft 
perfedtion.  of  created  beings;  that  fire 
was  formed  to  temper  man,,  and  that' 
withoufher,  the  human  race  had  ne¬ 
ver  emerged  from  the  rude  and  favage 
date  of  iimple  nature.  By  woman¬ 
kind  the  manners  of  men  have  been 
polifhed,  and  every  ornamental  im¬ 
provement  of  life  has  been  owing  to 
the  defirc  of  pleating  them.  Their 
influence  has  been  always  greated  in- 


countries  mod  diflinguifhed  for  ele 


gance  and  refinement  of  tafte. 


In  Athens,  the  mother  of  arts  and ; 
fcicnces,  the  renowned  philofopher 
Socrates  thought  a  woman  capable  of 
forming  his  elocution.  In  the  fame 
city,  Sappho,  in  Lyric  poetry,  fur- 


paffed  all  her  contemporaries, 


In 


- - 


— 


' 
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In  France,  which  is  univerfally  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  the  mod  polite  country  in 
Europe,  the  ladies  bear  an  uncon- 
troled  fwav ;  their  tade  is  confulted 

J- ' 

in  every  thing  ;  the  highed  ambition 
of  the  men  is  to  pleafe  them,  it  is  from 
their  approbation  alone,  that  the  author 
hopes  for  fuccefs  ;  the  public  tade  is 
formed  upon  their’s ;  and  this  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  reafon  that  France  is 
fuperior  to  the  red  of  Europe  in  ele¬ 
gance.  • 

If  the  Adaticks  are  plunged  in  bar-- 
barifm  and  ignorance,  it  is,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  owing  to  that  tyranny  which 
they  unjudly  exercife  over  the  beauti¬ 
ful  part  of  the  creation.  In  coun¬ 
tries  where  numbers  of  women  are  en 
flaved  to  the  caprice  of  a  fingle  man,  it 
is  no  wonder  the  manners  of  men 
drould  be  rude  and  unpolifhed. 


Women 


Women  alone  can  foften  the  na- 
tual  roughnefs  of  the  other  fex  ;  man 
will  always  retain  his  rude  and  ra¬ 
vage  difpofition,  till  foftened  by  an  in- 
tercourfe  with  thole  whofe  coy  fub- 
miflion  and  modeft  pride  have  power 
to  fubdue  his  ferocity.  From  fuch 
alone  can  he  learn  the  virtues  of  hu¬ 
manity,  by  their  precepts  alone,  can 
he  hope  to  acquire  politenels  :  pre¬ 
cepts,  which  will  always  be  more 
liftened  to  than  the  dry  leisures  of 
philofophers,  and  which  mull  ever 
powerfully  influence  the  minds  of  men, 
whihl  they  love  the  precept  for  the 
teacher’s  fake. 

It  is  generally  allowed,  that  the 
Englifh  ladies  furpafs  all  the  European? 
in  beauty ;  and,  as  they  unite  to  ex¬ 
terior  beauty,  all  the  internal 

beauties 


9 


9 
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beauties  of  the  mind,  we  mud  ac- 
knowledge,  that 


All  but  adoration  is  their  due. 

As  they  furpafs  the  women  of  other 
countries  in  virtue  and  beauty,  they 
like  wife  indulged  in  liberties  which 
foreigners  can.  hardly  give  credit  to* 

I  r  is  a  proverb  in  France  and  Spain, 
that  if  there  was  a  bridge  made  from 
tile  continent  toEngland,all  the  women 
in  Europe  would  flock  thither..  Certain 
u  is,  ladies,  that  you  enjoy  privileges 
in  this  country  equal  to  thofe  of  the  la¬ 
dies  of  Paris.  But,  though  your  li¬ 
berty  is  equal  to  theifs,  you  do  not 
like  them  extend  it  to  licentiouf— 
nefs :  every  married  lady  in  France 
keeps  a  gallant;  this  is  acuftom  ob- 

feryed 
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ferved  by  them,  from  the  eountefs 
down  to  the  marchande  de  mode. 

But  you,  my  dear  countrywomen, 
have  fhewn,  by  the  general  tenor  of 
your  conduct,  that  you  look  upon  this 
as  a  cuftom  more  honoured  in  the 
breach  than  the  obfervance.  Your 
fpoufes  have  fo  juft  a  confidence  in 
your  virtue,  that  they  leave  you  en¬ 
tirely  to  your  own  difcretion. 

The  Spaniards  and  Italians  are  fo 

diffident  of  their  wives  fidelity,  that 

they  employ  innumerable  artifices  to 

fecure  themfelves  from  what  the  huf- 

band  of  an  Engliffi  lady  is  never  in 
danger  of. 

I  ftiould  exceed  the  limits  of  a  de¬ 
dication,  were  I  to  defcend  into  all  the 
fliining  qualities  which  you  are  en¬ 
dowed 


dowed  with.  I  {hall  therefore  con¬ 
clude  my  addrefs  with  thofe  empha- 
tical  words  of  a  celebrated  poet : 

Convinc’d  by  reafon  we  your  power  confefs, 
Pleas’d  to  be  happy  as  you’re  pleas’d  to  biefs. 
And  confcious  of  your  worth,  can  never  love 


you  lefs. 


I  have  the  honour  of  fubfcribing 


myfelf.  Ladies, 

Your  moft  obedient, 

devoted  humble  lervant, 

UXORIUS. 
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c  H  A  P.  I.  : 

Of  Regulations  of  the  Jews,  <vbith  regard 

to  Marriage . 

.  A  •  •  < 

£***350  Jew  can  difpenfe  with  Mar- 

#  N  #  riage ;  and  the  time  afiigned 
M  %(  for  entering  into  that  hate  by 

the  Rabbi’s,  is  the  age  of 
eighteen :  a  man  that  lives  fingle  till  twen¬ 
ty  is  looked  upon  as  a  profligate.  This 

B  inftitution 
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•  j,.  *  M  ....  \  .V 

inftitution  is  grounded  upon  Goo’s  com- 
mand  to  our  firft  parents,  “  Be  fruitful, 
cc  and  multiply,  and  replenifh  the  earth 
which  is  not  thought  to  be  fulfilled  till 
they  have  a  fon  and  a  daughter.  Plurality 
of  wives,  though  allowed  in  Scripture,  is 
admitted  only  by  the  Oriental  Jewrs :  the 
Germans  utterly  rejecft  it ;  nor  is  it  praftifed 
by  the  Jews  of  Italy,  except  in  one  parti¬ 
cular  cafe  •,  namely,  when  after  many  years 
marriage  they  have  had  no  children  by 
their  firft  wife.  It  is  lawful  for  them  to 
marry  their  neices  and  firft  coufins,  but  a 
nephew  is  not  allowed  to  marry  his  aunt. 
For  the  other  degrees  prohibited,  fee  Le¬ 
viticus,  chap.  1 8.  A  woman  that  has  had 
feveral  hulbands  is  filled  a  Huftand-killer, 
and  therefore  many  Jews  decline  an  engage- 

«•  -  *  f  \ 

ment  with  her.  A  widow  is  obliged  to 
wait  ninety  days  after  her  hu (band's  death 
befote  (lie  can  marry  again,  as  is  a  woman 
divorced  after  her  feparation,  that  it  may 
appear  evidently  whether!  the  child  belongs 
to  her  firft  huiband.-  When  a  man  dies 

'  '■  and 
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and  leaves  an  infant  behind  him,  the  wi¬ 
dow  is  obliged  to  remain  unmarried  for  two 
years.  This  regulation  was  made  with  a 
view  of  providing  for  the  -education  of  the 
orphan. 


B  % 
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[  4  3 


CHAP.  II. 


Of  Betrotbings  and  Marriages . 

Jewifh  bride  and  bridegroom  are  fome- 


1  jL  times  betrothed  a  year,  fometimes  two 
years,  before  marriage,  during  which  time 
the  bridegroom  vifits  his  bride,  but  with¬ 
out  having  any  farther  commerce  with  her. 
It  is  cuftomary  in  fome  countries  for  the 
bridegroom  to  give  a  ring  to  his  bride,  but 
this  practice  is  not  general.  Maids  are 
married  on  a  Wednefday  or  Friday,  wi¬ 
dows  on  a  Thurfday.  The  bride  bathes 


on  the  lirft  night,  if  fne  be  in  a  proper  con¬ 
dition  •,  if  flie  is  not,  all  commerce  with  her 
is  unlawful  till  fhe  can  bathe. 

The  marriage  ceremony  is  celebrated  in 
the  following  manner : 

The  betrothed  couple  meet  in  a  room  un¬ 
der  a  canopy  with  mufic,  and  frequently 

with 
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with  children  who  fing  round  them  with 
torches  in  their  hands.  When  all  thofe  of 
the  fynagogue  are  met,  they  put  a  tak*d, 
or  fquare  veil,  upon  the  heads  of  the  young 
couple.  This  ceremony  being  over,  one 
of  the  priefthood,  or  one  of  the  neareft  re¬ 
lations,  takes  a  chalice  filled  with  wine 
and,  after  having  bleffed  God  for  creating 
mankind  and  inftituting  marriage,  he  p/e- 
fents  the  chalice  to  the  bride  and  bride¬ 
groom.  After  this  the  bridegroom  puts  a 
ring  upon  his  bride’s  finger  in  the  prefence 
of  two  witnefles,  and  fays.  Thou  art  my 
wife  according  to  the  rites  of  Moles  and 
Illrael :  after  which  the  inftrument  is  read 
in  which  the  portion  brought  by  the  bride 
and  the  hufband’s  obligation  to  a  jointure, 
are  particularly  fpecified.  A  duplicate  of 
this  inftrument  is  given  to  the  wife’s  rela¬ 
tions.  Then  another  cup  of  wine  is 
brought,  and  after  the  feventh  benediction 
the  bride  and  bridegroom  drink  again,  and 
the  reft  of  the  wine  is  fpilt  upon  the  ground 
in  token  of  merriment.  The  bridegroom 
then  breaks  the  empty  veffel  j  the  intent 

B  3  of 
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of  which  ceremony  is  to  remind  them  of 
Death,  to  whofe  power  frail  mortals  mufb 
yield  fooner  or  later.  This  being  over,  all 
prelent  cry  out  Mazal  Ton, ,  May  it  turn 
out  happily-,  and  fo  the  ceremony  ends. 
In  the  evening  they  give  an  entertainment 
to  their  relations  and  friends.  This  con¬ 
cludes  with  a  repetition  of  the  feven  bene¬ 
dictions  above-mentioned.  In  feme  places 
every  gueft  makes  a  prefent  of  a  piece  of 
plate  to  the  bride.  The  bride  is  not  put  to 
bed  to  her  hufband  till  after  fhe  has  bathed, 
and  ir  Ihe  be  a  virgin,  the  man  is  obliged 
to  leave  the  bed  as  foon  as  ever  the  cere- 


t~ * ;  ■('.  V  '•  S'  :*•,  o  t  c.  ;•;?*  5 


vent:  with  her  till  lire  has  bathed  a  ieccnd 
time.  The  enfuing  fab  hath  the  bridegroom 
and  his  bride  go  to  the  fynagogue  together 
in  the  morning  :  the  leflons  of  the  Pen¬ 
tateuch  the  hulband  is  defired  to  read, 
and  it  is  cultomary  for  him  to  give  confi- 
derable  aims  to  the  poor.  After  prayers 
the  men  accompany  the  bridegroom  and 
the  women  the  bride,  and  after  many  pro- 
fefTio,ns  of  friendlhin  they  part. 

a.  ^  A,  . 
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C  H  A  P.  III. 

Qf  the  manner  in  which  a  woman  obtains , a 
divorce ,  and  the  punijhment  inflicted  on  a  man 
who  debauches  a  maid . 

THE  Jews  often  marry  their  chil¬ 
dren,  and  thus  they  mult  wait  to  a 
proper  age  before  the  marriage  can  be 
confummated.  Hence,  when  a  girl  un¬ 
der  ten  years  of  acre  batmens  to  marry  a 

*  -  i 

roan  w.iom  Inc  uoc.s.aoui.cc,  uic  i j  cttatird 

to  a  divorce  till  fire  comes  to  be  twelve 
years  and  a  day  old,  which  is  the  time 
when  women  are  of  age.  She  has  only  to 
fay,  that  Are  will  not  have  fuch  a  man  : 
this  fhe  does  before  two  witnelfes,  who 
fet  down  her  declaration  in  writing.  She 
is  then  at  liberty  to  fue  out  a  divorce  and 
marry  whoever  fhe  thinks  proper.  A  man 
who  ravifhes  or  debauches  a  girl  is  obliged 
to  marry  her,  if  the  girl  and  her  father 

B  4-  confent 
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content  to  tech  an  accommodation;  other-* 
wife  he  is  liable  to  be  fined  for  his  offence. 

It  is  worth  notice  that  a  man  married  in 
this  manner  can  in  no  cafe  procure  a  di¬ 
vorce.  ' 

l.ld  .1  d 
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CHAP.  IV. 


•  r 

Of  women  in  the  time  of  their  impurity ,  and  of 

their  lyings  in. 


AS  foon  as  a  woman  perceives  herfelf 
unclean,  fhe  is  obliged  to  apprize 
her  hulband  of  it,  who  declines  all  com¬ 
merce  with  her  till  the  obftacle  be  removed. 
He  is  not  allowed  to  eat  out  of  the  fame  difh 
with  her,  or  even  touch  any  thing  that  be¬ 
longs  to  her.  When  this  obftacle  is  removed, 
the  wife  changes  her  linen,  puts  clean  fheets 
on  her  bed,  and  feven  days  after  pairs  her 
nails;  then  having  wafhed  and  combed 
herfelf  flic  goes  to  bathe.  The  bath  niuft 
be  of  rain-water,  and  at  lead  three  cubits 
high  and  one  broad.  In  cafe  there  is  no 
bath  to  be  had,  fhe  muft  bathe  in  a  river 
or  the  fea  ;  and  her  bathing  is  not  looked 
upon  as  compleat  unlei s  every  part  of  her 
body  is  touched  by  the  water.  For  this 

reafon 
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reafon  another  woman  is  appointed  to  take 
notice  whether  fhe  is  covered  all  over  with 
vater.  A  woman  in  child-bed  is  in  like 
manner  fe  pa  rated  from  her  hufband  feven 
weeks  when  it  is  a  Coy,  three  months 
when  a  girl.  A  week  before  the  term  is 
expired,  the  woman  goes  through  the  cere- 
mony- of  bathing,  as  above  defcribal,  and; 
then  returns  to  her  hufband. 
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CHAP.  V. 

t  .  « f  i  ■  1  i  I  J 

Of  JcalouJy  and  Divorces, 

t  :  ‘ '  .  '  « 

WHEN  a  hufband  is  jealous  ol  his 
wife,  he  only  forbids  her  to  Ice 
the  man  who  gives  occafion  to  his  jealoufy ; 
but  if  the  woman  is  afterwards,  found  with 
her  gallant,  and  if  they  are  catched  in  the 
fa6l,  the  hufband  is  then  conftrained  by 
the  Rabbi’s  to  divorce  her,  whether  he  will 
or  no.  The  woman  thus  feparated  has  a 
right  to  marry  whom  flic  will,  except  her 
feducer. 

As  husbands  are  poffefled  of  a  privi- 
ledge  of  divorcing  their  wives  upon  the 
lead  didike,  the  Rabbi’s,  with  a  view  of 
preventing  the  abide  of  this  priviledge, 
have  invented  many  previous  formalities, 
which  take  up  a  considerable  time  and  are 
never  difpenfed  with. '  The  form  of  theft 

B  6  divorces, 
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divorces,  which  is  called  Gbett,  k  written 
by  a  notary  in  the  prei’ence  of  one  or  two 
Rabbi’s.  There  are  feveral  rules  of  a  fin- 
8  ' kind  to  be  oblerved  with  regard  to 
the  manner ;  namely,  that  it  muft  be  wrote 
upon  ruled  vellum  and  contain  exactly 
twelve  lines  and  no  more.  It  muft  alfo  be 
written  in  fcjuare  letters.  It  is  likewife  re¬ 
quired  tliat  tne  notary,  the  Rabbi’s  and  the 
witnelles  fiiould  not  be  related  either  to  the 
nusband,  the  wife,  or  each  other. 

.  9  ,  f  « 

T  h  i:  fubftance  of  the  Ghett  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

sSuch  a  day,  month,  year  and  place,  <SV. 
I  .  A.  B.  do  voluntarily  divorce  thee,  and 
put  thee  away,  and  make  thee  free,  thee, 
C.  1).  who  haft  heretofore  been  my  wife  ; 
and  I  do  hereby  permit  thee  to  marry  whom 
thou  plealeft,  tf c 


Tre  form  being  drawn  up,  the  Rabbi 
founds  the  husband  in  order  to  know  whether 
he  does  this  voluntarily.  It  is  contrived  that 

there 
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there  ftiould  be  ten  witnefles  prefent  at  the 
figning,  befides  the  two  who  fubfcribe  the 
inftrument,  and  two  others  to  the  date. 
After  many  trifling  circumftances,  too  te¬ 
dious  to  be  enumerated,  the  Rabbi  lays  an 
injunction  on  the  woman  not  to  marry  in 
lefs  than  three  months,  left  fhe  fhould  be 
with  child.  It  is  left  to  the  difcretion  of 
the  parties  divorced  to  marry  again,  but 
it  is  not  allowed  them  ever  after  to  be  alone 
together  in  any  place. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


Of  the  Hunt  and  Caliza . 


PiEN  a  man  dies  childlefs,  the 
widow  is  left  to  his  brother,  who 
may  marry  her,  or  give  her  leave  to  marry 
another  man.  \\  hen  the  deceafed  happens 
to  leave  feverai  wives,  his  brother  can  dif- 
pofe  of  one  only  ;  and,  where  there  are 
fcveral  brothers,  any  one  of  them  may  give 
the  widow  leave  to  marry  again  :  the  mar¬ 
rying  fuch  a  widow  is  called  Ibum  ^  which 
word  fignifies  to  marry  a  fifter-in-law  :■ 
the  Rabbi’s  have  ordered  that  thefe  matches 
fiiould  be  attended  with  all  the  ufual  cere¬ 
monies,  and,  after  marriage,  all  the  goods 
of  the  deceafed  belong  to  his  brother :  in 
fine,  fire  is  then  looked  upon  as  his  lawful 
wife.. 


Tis 
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’Tis  cuftomary  among  the  modern  Jews, 

■ 

elpecially  thofe  of  Germany  and  Italy,  not  to 
marry  their  brothers  widows,,  but  to  fet 
them  at  liberty.  This  ceremony  of  giving 
a  brother’s  wife  leave  to  marry,  is  called 
Caliza,  or  loofing  of  the  fhoe,  according  to 
Deuteronomy,  Chap.  xxv.  “  Then  fhall  his 

brother’s  wife  come  unto  him,  in  the 
“  prefence  of  the  elders,  and  looie  his  fhoe 
iC  from  his  foot,  and  fpit  in  his  face.” 

. :  f  >  r  i . 

The  ceremony  13  performed  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner.  A  proper  place  having 
been  fixed  upon  the  evening  before,  by 
three  Rabbi's,  with  two  other  witneffes; 
they  are  attended  the  next  day,  after  morn¬ 
ing  prayers,  by  the  congregation :  the 
Rabbi  and  witneffes  being  feated,  fummon 
the  widow  and  brother-in-law  before  them, 
who  declare  that  they  are  come  to  be  fet  at 
liberty.  When  the  Rabbi,  after  a  long 
examination,  finds  the  man  determined  not 
to  marry  the  widow,  he  afks  him  no  more 
quellions  ;  whereupon  the  man  puts  on  a 

large* 
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1'fge  fhoe,  and  the  woman,  led  by  one  of 
the  Rabbi’s,  repeats  the  feventh  verfe  of 
the  fore -mentioned  chapter,  “  My  huf- 
band  s  brother  refufeth  to  raife  up  unto 
“  his  brother  a  name  in  Ifrael;  he  will  not 
“  perform  the  duty  of  my  hufoand’s  brp- 
ther.  In  anfwer  to  this,  the  brother 
repeats  what  follows  in  the  fame  verfe,  “  I 
like  not  to  take  her.”  Then  the  woman 
takes  off  the  fhoe,  and,  throwing  it  upon 
the  ground,  fpits  in  the  man’s  face,  faying, 
in  Hebrew,  “  So  fhall  it  be  done  unto  that 
“  man  that  will  not  build  up  his  brother’s 
“  houfe ;  and  his  name  fhall  be  called  in 
“  Ifrael,  the  houfe  of  him  that  hath  his  fhoe 
“  loofed.”  She  repeats  thefe  words  three 
times,  and,  at  each  time,  thofe  prefent  an- 
fwer,  “  His  fhoe  is  looiech”  T  he  Rabbi 
then  declares  that  flie  is  at  liberty  to  marry 
again,  and  gives  her  an  ad  of  the  fame,  if 
fhe  requires  it :  but  as*  without  fuch  a  dif- 
charge,  the  woman  can  neither  have  her 
portion  nor  marry  again,  fome  men  defer 
the  ceremony  as  long  as  they  can,  in  order 

to 
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to  extort  money  from  their  fifters-in-kw ; 
for  which  reafon  fome  fathers  have  obliged 
the  hufband  in  his  Iaft  illnefs,  to  grant  hi's 
wife  a  divorce,  in  order  to  get  her  out 
of  the  power  of  her  brother-in-law. 
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CHAP. 


CHAP.  VII. 


Marriage  defined  according  to  the  church  of 

Rome. 


ARRIAGE  is  defined  by  the  church 
.  of  Rome,  to  be  a  facrament,  or¬ 
dained  byChrift  himfelf,  to  eftablilh  a  holy 
alliance  between  the  two  fexes,  calculated 
for  bringing  up  children  in  his  fear  and 


I  his  defihhCoa,  however,  fee n vs  to 


confine  mamage  to  the  Chriftian  religion. 
Moft  of  thofe  who  enter  into  the  married 
ftate,  have  carnal  or  felf-interefted  views, 
very  different  from  thofe  afllgned  in  the 
ritual  of  the  Romifh  church.  It  muff, 
indeed,  be  acknowledged  that  man  was 
created  with  a  carnal  appetite,  and  that  he 
who  endeavours  to  propagate  Jiis  kind, 
has  the  gratification  of  this  pafllon  chiefly 
in  view :  but  furely  no  one  will  pretend  to 

%* 
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fay,  that  this  pleafure  is  prohibited,  when 
it  may  be  lawfully  enjoyed.  We  fhall  not 
at  prefent  take  notice  of  thole  devout 
prayers  which,  according  to  our  fpiritual 
teachers,  Ihould  be  offered  up  by  all  that 
enter  into  the  married  ftate  :  the  idea  which 
is  generally  formed  of  marriage  is  fo  far 
from  having  any  thing  grave  or  ferious  in 
it,  that  there  are  few  but  would  think  them- 
felves  bantered,  were  they  advifed  previoully 
to  addrels  the  Divinity,  and  meditate  fe- 
noully  on  the  duties  of  the  conjugal  ftate. 


A  rouKc  man.  who  is  upon  the  point  of 

f  V 
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thoughts ;  his  mind  is  engrofled  by  things 
of  a  very  different  nature.  Before  mar¬ 
riage,  the  parties  generally  make  a  reci¬ 
procal  promife  before  their  relations  and 
friends,  to  take  each  other  for  man  and 
wife  *,  after  this  the  marriage  articles  are 
figned,  and,  by  virtue  of  fuch  an  engage¬ 
ment,  the  contracting  parties  might,  with¬ 
out  incurring  any  imputation,  fhew  each 
other  thofe  marks  of  mutual  tendernefs 

•  which 
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which  are  now  looked  upon  as  unlawful 
till  the  ceremony  is  over ;  but  the  treachery 
of  the  men,  and  the  inconftancy  of  the  wo¬ 
men,  has  made  ftronger  ties  necefiary, 
even  in  Chriltian  countries :  ’tis  this  that 
has  given  rife  to  the  marriage  ceremonies 
which  prevail  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  as  well  as  to  the  public  and  folemn 
engagements  by  which  the  parties  are 
obliged  to  bind  themfelves :  and,  as  no¬ 
thing  has  greater  influence  on  the  minds 
of  men  than  the  fanCtion  of  divine  autho¬ 
rity,  it  has  been  found  neceflary  to  confe- 
crate  marriage  by  a  religious*  fymbolical, 
and  myfterious  form  of  words. 


On  account  of  the  perfidioufnefs  and  in¬ 
conftancy  which  we  have  taken  notice  of 
above,  or  perhaps  of  the  difcovery  which 
is  fometimes  made  after  marriage  of  fome 
defects  which  are  not  fo  eafily  difcovered 
before-,  it  has  been  judged  expedient  to 
folemnize  marriage  as  foon  as  the  parties 
are  betrothed ;  the  contrary  praftice  being 
altogether  incompatible  with  the  purity  of 

the 
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the  Chriftian  religion.  ’Tis,  indeed,  highly 
proper  that  perfons  who  are  to  pafs  their 
lives  together,  fhould  be  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  :  but  no  one  will  pretend  to  fay 
that  it  is  an  eafy  matter  to  withstand  temp¬ 
tation  ,  or  to  look  upon  it  as  a  crime  to 
have  any  commerce  with  the  perfon  to 
whom  we  have  plighted  our  troth :  add  to 
this,  that,  were  long  betrothings  counte¬ 
nanced  by  the  laws,  people  would  very  pro¬ 
bably  be  induced  to  flop  there  •,  fo  that  they 
would,  perhaps,  in  time  introduce  the 
cuftom  of  taking  one  another  upon  trial. 
However,  as  this  change  of  condition  mull 
be  allowed  to  be  of  the  laft  importance, 
thofe  who  are  preparing  for  it  fhould  re- 
folve  beforehand  to  bear  with  each  other’s 
failings,  and  live  in  as  perfect  harmonv  as  if 
they  were  free  from  all  defeats.  The  ritual  • 
contains  many  other  admonitions  and  in- 
ftru&ions  how  to  make  a  Chriftian  ufe  of 
marriage.  On  the  wedding-day,  the  par¬ 
ties  lhould  meditate  upon  the  ftate  into 
which  they  are  going  to  enter,  and  pray 
to  God  to  preferve  their  chaftity  in  thofe 


mo- 
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foments,  when  the  fleili  is  generally  found 
an  over-match  for  the  ipirit,  even  in  the 
mojL  pious  and  godly.  They  are  warned 
to  beware  ot  drefs,  vanity,  and  fenfuality: 
but  tills  is  a  warning  that  very  few  are  the 
better  for.  And  his  not  young  perfons 
alone  who  are  fond  of  the  gay  and  volup¬ 
tuous  days  to  at  precede  marriage,  but  even 
the  old  themfelves  take  delight  in  that 
which  lent  vs  the  idea  of  paft  pleafures  in 
their  minds ;  when  they  behold  that 
gaiety  and  mirth  which  accompanies  the 
union  or  then  delcendant-s,  they  recal  the 
remembrance  of  their  youthful  days,  and 
the  verles  of  Martial  may  be  juftly  applied 
to  them,  .  , 

Ampliat  a  tat  is  fpatium  fibi  vir  bonus ,  hoc  efi 
Vivere  bis  vita  pcjfe  priore  frui. 

Mart, 

*  ■  .  !  >  \ 

Life’s  period  is  prolong’d  by  virtuous  men, 

\  >  liijit  thus  -part  pleasures  they  enjoy  again. 


r  23  ] 

Add  to  tins,  that  as  old  men  are  generally 
follicitous  for  refpeft,  they  mutt  be  highly 
gratified  at  feeing  thofe  wlio  are  fo  nearly 
related  to  them,  make  lo  bright  an  ap¬ 
pearance.  ’Tis  thus  that  decrepid  old  age 
finds  its  account  in  indulging  the  vanity  oi 
youth.  Religion,  indeed,  enjoins  that  the 
bride  and  bride-groom  fhotild  walk  to¬ 
gether  to  church,  and  that  Humility  and 
Modefty  ftiould  be  at  once  conlpicuous  in 
their  air  :  but  cuftom,  and  the  pradlice  of 
the  world,  teach  the  contrary.  In  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  laudable  dictates  of  thefe 
excellent  matters,  they  walk  in  pomp,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  crowd  of  bridemen,  bride- 
maids,  &c.  and  no  pams  or  cofts  are  lpared 
to  make  them  furpafs  every  thing  they 
meet  in  fplendor.  Religion  itfelf  is  made 
fublervient  to  oftentation,  and  the  parties 
prefent  themfelves  before  the  prieft  with  a 
view  of  exhibiting  pomp  and  magnificence. 

«  1  '  '  1  i  t  ' 

Our  fpiritual  guides  have  determined 
that  the  remainder  of  the  wedding-day 
Ihould  be  patted  witli  modefty  •,  and  that 

all 
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all  fort  of  riot  and  excefs  fhould  be  ba« 
nifhed  from  fo  folemn  an  occafion:  but, 
alas !  Experience  has  convinced  us  that 
Modefty  and  Sobriety  are  incompatible  with 
Mirth  and  Jollity :  Luxury  muft  prevail, 
from  the  benedi&ion  till  the  new-named 
couple  is  bedded:  and  this  cuftom  has  fo 
long  a  prefcription  in  its  favour,  that  it 
would  be  a  vain  attempt  to  recommend  a 
more  decent  or  regular  behaviour. 


3Tis  ordered  by  the  rituals,  that  mar¬ 
riages  fhould  be  folemnized  on  work-days, 
and  that  a  prieft  fhould  be  always  prefent 
at  the  ceremony.  Banns  muft  be  pub- 
lifhed  thrice  before  marriage;  on  three 
Sundays,  or  holidays,  fucceflively,  at  the 
parochial  riiafs.  'T-is  alfo  required  that 
they  fhould  be  publilhed  in  thofe  places 
where  the  parties  have  lived  a  long  time  ; 
if  the  man  and  woman  refide  in  different 
diocefes,  the  banns  muft  be  publifhed  in 
both  at  the  fame  time. 
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These  banns  are  calculated  to  difcover 
whether  the  perfons  may  lawfully  marry; 
and  this  feems  to  be  the  proper  place  to 
enumerate  the  impediments  with  regard  to 
that  ftate.  Thefe  are  fourteen  in  number. 
The  fir  ft  impediment  is  called  Error ;  as 
for  example,  when  a  man  is  fo  far  im- 
pofed  upon  as  to  marry  a  different  perfon 
from  her  he  intended.  The  fecond  is 
called  Conditio  i  this  is  when  a  perfon 
thinks  he  marries  one  of  a  rank  equal  to 
his  own,  and  it  afterwards  appears  that 
fuch  perfon  is  of  a  low  and  defpicable  con¬ 
dition.  The  third  is  called  Votum,  and 
means  a  folemn  vow  of  chaftity  made  in 
any  religious  order ;  this  is  looked  upon  as 
an  obftacle,  becaufe  the  perfon  who  has 
made  fuch  a  vow  con t rafts  a  fpiritual  mar-? 
riage  with  God.  The  fourth  impediment 
is  Cognatio  •,  the  degrees  of  which  ’tis 
unneceflary  to  fet  down  here.  The  fifth 
impediment  is  called  Crimen :  thus  homi¬ 
cide,  adultery,  and  other  crimes,  are  looked 
upon  as  impediments  to  marriage.  The 
6th  is  called  Cultus  difparitas :  in  fome  cafes 

C 


a 


a  difference  in  religion  is  an'obftacle  his 
not  lawful  for  an  unbaptized  perfon  to  con¬ 
tract  a  marriage  with  one  that  has  been  ban- 
tized  but  the  marriage  of  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholick  with  a  ITeretick,  is  admitted  as 
valid.  The  feventh  impediment  is  Vis : 
all  violence  renders  a  marriage  void-,  fuch 
as  running  away  with  a  woman,  Healing  a 
v/oman,  &c.  The  eighth  impediment  is 
Ordo:  this  excludes  thole  who  have  taken 
orders  from  the  married  (late.  The  ninth 
impediment  is  called  Ligamen :  this  for¬ 
bids  a  perfon  who  is  already  named,  to 
marry  another.  The  tenth  is  called  Af- 
finitas  :  this  is  when  a  perfon,  betrothed  to 
another*  happens  to  die,  cr  enters  into  a 
religious  order  before  the  confummation  of 
the  marriage  in  which  cafe  the  furvivor, 
or  the  perfon  who  has  not  embraced  a  re¬ 
ligious  life,  is  not  allowed  to  marry  the 
brother  or  filler  of  the  other  perfon.  The 
eleventh  impediment  is  Impotency ;  and  this 
is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  mod  capital, 
inafmuch  as  it  defeats  the  very  end  of  mar¬ 
riage.  This  impediment,  which  excludes 
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.  the  impotent,  fhould,  ’cis  apprehended, 
exclude  the  old  and  decrepld. 

The  Romans  had  formerly  a  law,  by 
which  all  perfons  upwards  of  fixty,  were 
forbid  to  marry :  this  law  does  not  feem 
unworthy  of  the  ferious  confideration  of 
modern  legiflators.  However,  though  the 
old  might  be  allowed  to  marry,  a  regula¬ 
tion  fhould  be  made  that  they  fhould  not 
marry  witn  young  perfons  :  there  feems  to 
be  fomething  as  cruel  in  coupling  a  woman 
in  blooming  youth,  with  a  man  finking 
under  the  infirmities  of  age,  as  in  that  bar¬ 
barity  of  the  tyrant  Mezentius,  who,  as 
Virgil  tells  us,  caufed  living  bodies  to  be 
fattened  to  dead  carcafles ; 

Mortua  quin  etiam  jungebat  corpora  vfc’is, 
Supplicii  genus  !  Mm  tip: 

Sometimes,  indeed,  it  happens  that  the 
man  and  woman  are  not  made  for  each 
othci,  becaufe  Nature  has  thought  proper 
to  be  fometimes  over-liberal,  and  fome- 
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times  over-fparing.  The  popes  have  de¬ 
clared  that,  in  this  cafe,  both  parties  are  at 
liberty  to  feek  for  better  fortune,  in  a  fe- 
cond  marriage. 


The  Romifh  ritual  has  provided  a  re¬ 
medy  for  the  impotency  caufed  by  fafci- 
nation.  It  directs  that  recourfe  fhould  be 
had  to  prayer  and  confefiion,  in  order  to 
diflolve  the  charm  of  the  wicked  fpirit : 
nay,  public  prayers  are  frequently  read  in 
churches,  and  exorcifms  ufed  for  thofe  that 
think  they  labour  under  this  fafcination. 

This  forcery,  which  has  a  virtue  fuf- 
ficient  to  prevent  the  confummation  of 
marriage,  is  faid  to  be  performed  by  very 
extraordinary  means.  I  Ihall  here  give  the 
reader  one  of  thel'e  magical  procelfes  for 
his  amufement. 

Take  a  wolf’s  pizzle,  and  the  fkin  of 
a  dog  or  cat ;  dye  it  of  two  or  three  co¬ 
lours  ;  knot  it  three  or  nine  times ;  fpit 
thrice  on  the  dull,  or  in  a  cap,  and  mutter 

over 
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ever  feme  barbarous  and  unintelligible 
words,  whilft  the  prieft  is  pronouncing  the 
benedi&ion.  Againft  fuch  abufes  has  the 
church  of  Rome,  in  its  great  wildom, 
thought  proper  to  provide  exorcifms. 

There  was  formerly  a  cuftom  in  France 
called  le  Ccngresy  by  which  the  perfon 
charged  with  impotency,  was  obliged  to 
exhibit  public  proofs  of  his  procreative 
faculty  before  a  fpiritual  or  fecular  court, 
and  feveral  furgeons  and  matrons ;  but 
Monf.  Boileau  having  ridiculed  it  in  his 
fatire  againft  man,  it  was  aboliihed  in  1 677, 
after  having  been  obferved  for  near  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  years.  In  Ihort,  the  ri¬ 
tuals  reprefent  the  duties  of  marriage  as  in- 
difpenfable.  However,  they  make  fome 
exceptions ;  among  which  are  thofe  which 
the  folemnities  of  religion  require.  Thus 
the  prieft  is  dire&ed  by  the  Romifh  mafs- 
book,  to  recommend  to  thofe  he  marries, 
to  be  chafte  in  the  feafbns  of  prayer,  in  the 
days  of  falling,  and  on  folemn  days. 
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*  The  rituals,  moreover,  give  us  to  tm- 
derftantl,  that  copulation  is  finful  when  a 
woman  is  with  child,  or  when  both  parties 
are  incapable  of  getting  children.  Beafk 
who  are  guided  by  inftinft  alone,  obferve 
thefe  rules,  fo  often  neglefted  by  mankind  ; 
which  bein-g  once  urged  to  a  famous  Queen 
by  her  confeflbr,  fhe  boldly  anfwered,  that 
hearts  acted  in  that  runner  becaufe  they 
were  hearts. 

The  remaining  impediments  are  the 
want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  witnefles, 
the  woman’s  having  been  run  away 
with,  &c- 
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C  H  A  P.  VIII. 

Marriage  Ceremonies . 

IT  is  farther  required  by  the  rituals,  that 
the  perfons  united  by  marriage  fhould. 
be  fufficiently  inftrudted  in  the  Chriftian 
dodtnne  *,  that  they  fhould  know  the  nature 
of  the  facrament  of  marriage,  its  ends, 
its  obligations  •,  and  that  they  fhould 
confefs,  and  receive  the  facrament  be¬ 
fore  they  join  themlelves  together  for  ever. 
The  prieft  is  enjoined  to  pray  to  God  that 
the  married  couple  may  acquit  themfelvcs 
with  holinefs,  of  the  duties  of  wedlock  ; 
and  ’tis  directed  that  he  fhould  be  cloathed 
in  his  moft  pompous  veftments  at  the  ce¬ 
lebration  of  the  marriage.  The  prieft,  in 
his  way  to  the  altar,  is  preceded  by  one  or 
two  clerks  in  their  furplices  thele  carry 
the  holy  water-pot,  the  fprinkler,  the  ritual, 
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and  a  little  bafon  to  put  the  l  ing  in,  in  ordei' 

to  blefs  it. 

* 

The  pried,  after  having  pronounced  the 
prayer  for  the  couple,  advances  towards 
them  on  the  lad  dep  of  the  altar,  the  man 
Handing  all  the  while  at  the  woman’s  right 
hand  :  behind  them  Hand  the  relations  and 
witneffes.  The  unmeaning  formality  of 
afking  the  couple  their  names,  is  always 
obferved  by  the  pried,  though  he  cannot 
be  ignorant  of  them,  fince  he  hears  them 
in  the  publication  of  the  banns,  and,  at  the 
fame  time  receives  a  certificate  thereof  from 
the  couple  that  he  is  to  marry.  He  then 
addreffes  the  man  in  the  language  of  the 
country,  and  afks  him  whether  he  will  have 
fuch  a  one  for  his  wife  :  he  afks  the  woman 
in  like  manner,  whether  file  will  have  fuch 
a  one  for  her  hufband.  Without  this  mu¬ 
tual  confent  the  marriage  would  not  be 
valid.  When  this  confent  has  been  given* 
the -pried,  who  was  before  covered,  un¬ 
covers  himfelf,  takes  the  couple  by  the 
hand,  and,  making  them  join  hands,  fays, 
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ego  jungo  vos  in  matrmoniumy  &c.  that  is, 

4 

I  join  you  together  in  marriage,  &c.  At 
the  fame  time  he  makes  thefign  of  the  crofs 
towards  them,  and  fprinkles  them  with  holy 
water.  This  being  done,  he  bleffes  the 
wedding-ring,  and  fprinkles  it  with  holy 
water,  in  the  form  of  a  crofs  ;  he  then  gives 
it  to  the  man,  who  puts  it  on  the  wedding- 
finger  of  the  woman’s  left  hand.  This 
ring  is  looked  upon  as  a  pledge  of  the 
chaftity  and  fidelity  which  the  wife  owes 
her  hufband.  After  this  the  prieft  pro¬ 
nounces  fome  prayers,  and  then  addreffes 
an  exhortation  to  the  married  couple  and 
the  affembly*  which  is  followed  by  mafs. 

When  the  woman  is  a  virgin,  and  has 
always  had  the  reputation  of  being  fuch, 
the  benedkftion  is  given  in  the  following 
manner: 

After  the  offertory,  the  prieft  goes  to 
the  foot  of  the  altar,  and  the  married  couple 
max';  vvnat  oblation  they  think  proper  • 
the  piieft  rep§ats  fome  prayers,  and  the 
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ceremony  ends  with  an  exhortation  to  the 
mairied  couple,  which  turns  upon  the  du¬ 
ties  of  the  married  ftate,  the  end  of  mar¬ 
riage,  mutual  love,  &c.  after  this  he 
fprinkles  them  with  holy  water. 

Till  the  young  people  have  received 
the  benediction  of  the  church,  it  is  not 
allowed  them  to  live  under  the  fame  roof,, 
or  be  in  company  together,  exxept  in  the 
prefence  of  their  parents  :  but,  when  they 
have  once  received  it,  they  are  at  liberty 
to  enjoy  thofe  pleafures  which  are  finful, 
when  not  authorized  by  the  formalities  of 
the  church. 


The  married  couple  mu  ft  afk  the  prieft’s- 
benediction  of  the  marriage-bed.  In  giv¬ 
ing  this  bleffing  the  prieft  prays,  that  thofe 
who  are  to  lie  in  this  bed  may  increafe  and 
multiply.  The  fandtification  of  the  mar¬ 
riage-bed  is  compleated  by  the  fprinkling. 
of  holy  water. 
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The  pretext  of  forcery  and  incantation 

has  been  often  ufed  byhufbands  y/ho  were 
^  * 

impotent  through  fome  natural  defect,  or 
had  exhaufted  themfelves  bydebauchery.  A 
hufband  mult  be  in  a  great  perplexity  when 
he  has  recourfe  to  this  evafion.  A  man 
fhould  be  acquainted  with  his  own  powers. 
There  are,  however,  lome  cafes  in  which 
he  may  be  ignorant  of  them.  However, 
this  pretended  forcery  is  generally  no  more 
than  a  want  of  fpirits,  a  deleft  of  natural 
heat. 

This  fuperfdtion  prevailed  in  England 
in  the  reign  of  James  theFirft;  as  we  find 
that  the  Earl  of  EfTex  afcribed  his  ill  fucccis 
with  the  Countefs,  to  forcery  and  witch¬ 
craft.  In  Roman-catholick  countries  the 
prayers  of  the  church  have  been  thought 
neceflary  upon  fuch  melancholy  occafions. 
The  formalities  which  are  then  obferved 
are  as  follow : 

The  prieft  begins  by  exhorting  tlie 
married  couple  to  put  their  whole  truft  in 
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God.  He  recommends  to  them  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  prayer  till  the  day  appointed  for 
performing  the  ceremony :  this  being  come, 
he  is  to  celebrate  a  mafs  in  their  prefence, 
at  which  they  are  to  fall  upon  their  knees  * 
he  then  repeats  the  prayers  and  pfalms. 

In  there  prayers  he  exclaims  againft  the 
Devil,  the  author  of  witchcraft  and  forcery ; 
and  beieeches  Heaven  to  reftore  the  facul- 
t.es  of  the  married  pair.  He  then  lays  his 
hand  on  the  woman  s  head,  and  prays  that 
fhe  may  be  fruitful.  The  whole  concludes 
with  the  fprinkling  of  holy  water. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  in  this  place, 
to  make  forne  remarks  on  the  conformity 
between  the  practices  of  the  antients  and 
moderns  in  what  relates  to  marriage. 

’Tis  almoft  unnecefTary  to  mention  the 
portion,  the  cuftom  of  which  is  of  great 
antiquity,  and  has  obtained  amongft  the 
mod  barbarous  nations.  It  has  been  ob- 
ferved  by  one  of  the  antient  Greek  poets,  ‘ 

that 
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that  the  giving  a  fortune  with  a  woman  is 
bellowing  her  money  to  purchafe  a  mafter 
with.  Many  of  the  fathers  feem  to  be  of 
the  fame  opinion.  St.  Ambrofe  declares, 
that  a  woman  who  marries  fells  herfelf  for 
a  flavej  nay,  he  goes  fo  far  as  to  aftert 
that  the  condition  of  a  Have  is  preferable 
to  that  of  a  wife.  However,  verv  few 
young  girls  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  live 
unmarried  by  fuch  confiderations. 

-'Solon,  the  renowned  legillator  of  A- 
thens,  made  a  law  that  a  woman’s  whole 
fortune  fhould  confift  in  three  fuits  of 
cloaths,  and  a  few  houfhold  utenfils,  with 
a  view  of  preventing  matrimony  from  be¬ 
coming  a  bargain.  Such  a  cuflom-  as  this, 
would  never  be  received  in  thofe  countries 
where  a  wife  often  makes  a  man’s  fortune* 
who  is  feldom  follicitous  about  her  merit, 
provided  fhe  has  money  enough. 

A  practice  of  a  very-  extraordinary 
nature  with  regard  to  marriage,  prevailed, 
amongft  the  Lacedemonians,,  who  looked 

upon 
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upon  that  inftitution  as  of  fo  high  an  im¬ 
portance  to  fociety,  that  they  allowed  their 
women  to  beat  publickly  all  the  old 
batchelors  once  a  year  :  and  yet  this  very 
people  allowed  of  two  cuftoms,  v/hofe  ten¬ 
dency  was,  by  no  means,  to  promote  mar¬ 
riage-.  They  allowed  proftitutes  and  con¬ 
cubines  to  a£t  in  thofe  domeftic  employ¬ 
ments  which  are  now  given  to  chamber¬ 
maids. 

The  Chriftian  religion  does  not  tolerate 
fuch  praiflices  ;  and  fuch  hufbands  as  have 
any  commerce  with  other  women  than  their 
wives,  violate  the  effential  duties  of  mar¬ 
riage.  The  woman’s  afking  her  parents 
confent,  the  contract  of  marriage,  and  be¬ 
trothing,  were  much  the  fame  in  antient 
times  that  they  are  now.  They  ufed  a 
ring  in  marriage  as  well  as  the  moderns 
this  wras  called  annulus  pronubus.  It  was. 
cuftomary  for  the  bridemen  and  maids  to 
accompany  the  bride  and  bridegroom,  in 
order  to  guard  them,  aflift  them  with  their 
advice,  and  iuperintend  -the  ceremonies. 
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The  betrothing  was  generally-  fpent  in 
feafts  and  merriment.  They  ufed  toviflt,. 
compliment,  and  congratulate  j  the  wed¬ 
ding  took  up  three  days  together,  when 
the  bride,  the  bridegroom,  and  the  young 
people  that  were  at  it,  made  the  moA  fplen- 
did  appearance  they  could,  and  were  ge¬ 
nerally  decked  with  jewels.  The  bride 
was  crowned  and  carried  in  great  pomp  to 
her  hufband’s  houfe,  where  the  marriage 
bed,  adorned  with  flowers,  was  ready  to. 
receive  her :  here  the  pronubtf,  a  company 
of  matrons,  put  her  to  bed :  thefe  matrons 
were  generally  about  threefcore  years  of 
age,  and  having  a  thorough  experience  of 
wedlock,  thought  it  their  duty  to  inAruft 
the  bride. 

’Tis  worthy  of  remark,  that  fomething 
like  the  antient  cuAom  of  Arewino-  the 
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threfhold.  of  a  new-married  couple  with 
flowers  and  greens,  is  at  this  day  praftifed 
in  Holland.  Among  the  FeAoons  and  Fo¬ 
liage,  the  laurel  was  always  moA  confpi- 
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ctious :  this  denoted,  no  doubt,  that  the 
wedding-day  is  a  day  of  triumph. 

Amongst  Chriftians,  the  nuptial  cere¬ 
monies  vary,  according  to  the  countries, 
and  even  provinces  of  a  country.  In  many 
parts  of  France,  for  example,  the  bride¬ 
groom  goes,  attended  with  his  friends  and 
relations,  to  the  bride’s  houfe,  and  carries 
her  from  thence  to  church  with  great  cere¬ 
mony  :  he  walks  betv/een  his  two  neareft 
relations,  and  the  bridemen  follow :  the 
bride  is  conduced  with  equal  ceremony  t 
fhe  is  drefTed  according  to  her  quality, 
crowned  with  flowers,  and  followed  by  the 
bride-maids,  crowned  alfo.  < 

We  are  told  by  Gaiac,  an  Italian  author, 
that,  in  his  country,  the  bride  and  bride¬ 
groom  are  married  in  church,  without  the 
leaf!:  ceremony  But  courtihips  in  France 
are  of  a  pretty  long  duration*  the  French 
chufe  to  be  acquainted  with  a  woman  be¬ 
fore  they  fet  then  affediions  upon  her*  or 
perhaps  this  may  be  only  a  pretext  to  con¬ 
ceal 
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ceal  their  defire  of  being  lovers  for  a 
long  time. 

But  the  Italians  do  not  approve  of  thus 
protradting  preliminaries :  at  Venice  matches 
are  concluded  between  perfons  that  have 
never  feen  or  fpoke  to  each  other :  in  that 
city,  indeed,  people  marry  merely  upon  in- 
terefted  views ;  Love,  Efteem,  and  affec¬ 
tion  being  entirely  out  of  the  queftion : 
money,  or  the  greatnefs  of  a  family,  are  the 
only  things  taken  into  confideration. 

The  gallantry  that  precedes  marriage 
has  fomething  remarkable  in  it  among  the 
Venetians.  When  all  things  are  adjufted 
between  the  parties,  the  gallant  muftwalk 
every  evening  at  ftated  hours  before  his 
miflrefs’s  windows.  When  the  bride¬ 
groom  makes  a  vifit  to  his  bride,  he  is 
obliged  to  carry  her  the  pea:  1  necklace, 
which  he  is  to  make  her  a  prefent  of.  The 
firft  interview  of  perfons  who  had  never 
feen  each  other  before,  mull  have  fomething 
very  extraordinary  in  it  >  and  this  is  a  na¬ 
tural 
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tural  •coniequence  of  the  retired  life  which 
women  lead  in  that  country.  Thefe  ex¬ 
travagant  and  perplexing  regulations  have 
S,v  en  to  that  concubinage  fo  frequent 
at  Venice ;  and  this  cuftom  has  prevailed 
to  fuch  a  degree  there,  that  ’tis  very  com- 
mon  to  ice  women  live  upon  very  good 
terms  with  their  rivals.  Nay,  more,  their 
concubinage  often  becomes  a  fort  of  clan- 
defhne  marriage,  the  ceremony  whereof  is 
not  performed  till  a  long  time  after  con- 
fummation*,  and  this  is  often  deferred  till 
a  few  days  or  hours  before  the  death  of 
one  of  the  parties. 

It  may,  perhaps,  appear  fomewhat  ex¬ 
traordinary  that  mothers  often  procured 
miftreffes  for  their  fons  •,  but  ’ti§  probable 
that  the  Venetian  matrons  do  this  from  the 
fame  motive  that  influences  thofe  of  Spain, 
who,  when  their  fons  arrive  at  the  ao-e  of 
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twelve  or  thirteen,  get  concubines  for  them 
in  order  to  preferve  them  from  the  venereal 
difeaie,  which  would  be  the  fure  confe- 
tjucnce  of  wenching  at  random.  ’Tis  ap¬ 
prehended* 


prehended,  however,  that  the  conduct 
neither  of  the  Venetian  nor  Spanifh  matrons 
will  appear  as  lingular  as  that  of  the  Em- 
prefs  Livia,  who  carried  her  complaifance 
for  her  hufband  Auguftus  fo  far,  as  to  turn 
procurefs  for  him. 

With  regard  to  love  and  marriage,  the 
Spaniards  differ  greatly  from  the  French,, 
and  other  European  nations :  in  fidelity 
and  fecrecy  they  are  not  to  be  equalled : 
they  never  mention  their  miftreffes  but 
with  fo  profound  a  refpedt,  that  one  would 
think  they  were  their  fovereigns.  Thefe 
miftreffes,  however,  are  of  a  very  different 
nature  from  the  concubines,  who  feldom 
occafion  any  domeftic  broils.  A  hufband 
has  often  a  wife,  a  miftrefs,  and  a  concu¬ 
bine  :  all  this  is  tolerated,  and  does  not  oc¬ 
cafion  any  manner  of  difturbance  in  fa¬ 
milies. 

Lastly,  to  be  fomewhat  more  particular 
with  regard  to  their  marriages.  When  a 
young  girl  has  fixed  her  choice,  fhe  is 

ab 
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allowed  to  marry,  though  againft  her  fa- 
thei  s  confent ;  in  which  cafe  fHe  applies 
to  the  parifh  prieft,  who  takes  her  from 
her  father’s  houfe,  and  puts  her  into  a 
convent :  after  fine  has  palled  fome  time 
there,  he  obliges  her  parents  to  marry  her, 
in  cafe  her  refolution  holds.  We  lhall,  in 
the  fequel,  meet  with  fome  more  of  their 
cultoms  which  are  much-  more  extraor- 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Of  the  Marriage  Ceremonies  of  the  Peruvians. 

Garcilasso  de  Vega  gives  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  the  marriage  of 
perfons  related  to  the  Incas : 

The  King  iffued  out  orders  that  the  mar¬ 
riageable  young  men  and  maids  of  his  fa¬ 
mily  that  were  in  Cufco  Ihould  afiemble  at 
a  Hated  time  every  year,  or  once  in  two 
years.  This  age  was  eighteen  or  twenty 
for  the  girls,  and  twenty-four  for  the  young 
men.  They  were  not  allowed  to  marry 
younger,  becaufe  it  was  proper  the  parties 
Ihould  be  of  a  fufficient  age  to  govern  their 
families.  When  the  marriage  was  agreed 
upon,  the  Incas  placed  himielf  in  the  midft 
of  them,  they  all  Handing  one  by  another. 
After  having  called  them  by  their  names, 
he  took  them  by  the  hand  and  made  them 

promife 
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promife  a  mutual  faith,  after  which  he  gave 
them  into  the  hands  of  their  parents.  The 
new-married  couple  then  repaired  to  the 
Jioufe  of  the  bridegroom’s  father,  and  the 
wedding  was  folemnized  for  three  or  four 
days,  or  more,  accordingas  the  neareit  rela¬ 
tions  judged  proper.  The  young  women 
married  in  this  manner  were  afterwards  called 
the  lawful  wives,  or  the  wives  given  by  the 
hand  of  the  Incas,  which  title  was  be- 
fcowed  meerly  to  do  them  a  greater  honour. 
When  the  Incas  had  thus  married  the  rela¬ 
tions,  the  next  day  the  minifters  appointed 
for  that  purpofe  married  the  reft  of  the 
young  men,  fons  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Cufco,  in  the  fame  order,  according  to 
the  divifon  of  the  feveral  diftrifts,  called 
Higher  and  Lower  Cufco.  The  moveables 
of  the  houfe  were  furniffied  by  the  rela¬ 
tions,  every  one  of  whom  contributed  fome- 
thing. 

Th  e  governors  and  curacoes  were  obliged 
by  that  office  to  marry  the  young  men  and 
maidens  of  their  provinces  in  the  fame  man¬ 
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ner.  They  were  required  to  affilt  at  thofe 
weddings,  or  folemnize  them  themfelves  as 
lords  and  fathers  of  their  country.  It  was 
incumbent  Upon  the  corporations  of  every 
city  to  provide  a  houfe  for  their  new- 
married  citizens,  and  their  neared:  rela¬ 
tions  were  obliged  to  fupply  them  with 
moveables.  The  inhabitants  of  one  pro¬ 
vince  were  not  permitted  to  marry  with 
thofe  of  another ;  they  were  all  under  a 
neceffity  of  marrying  among  their  own  re¬ 
lations  like  the  antient  tribes  of  Ilrael ; 
which  regulation  was  made  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  confufion  of  their  nations  and  fa¬ 
milies.  An  exception  was  made,  not¬ 
withstanding  with  regard  to  filters. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  a  province  that 
were  fprung  from  the  fame  race  and  fpoke 
the  fame  language,  called  themfelves  rela¬ 
tions.  They  were,  more-over,  obliged  to 
refide  in  their  own  province,  and  not  to 
change  one  diftrid  for  another,  left  they 
Should  confound  the  decuria  which  had 
been  eltablilhed  by  the  citizens ;  befides, 

their 
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their  corporations  affigned  the  houfes,  which 
they  were  not  permitted  to  do  more  than 
once,  and  that  only  in  their  own  diftrifb, 
and  with  the  confent  of  their  relations.  It 
was  cuftomary  for  the  heir  apparent  to 
marry  his  own  fifcer,  in  imitation  of  the 
Sun  and  the  firft  Incas  :  For,  faid  they, 
fince  the  Sun  took  the  Moon,  his  filter,  to 
wife,  and  had  married  their  two  firft  chil¬ 
dren  together,  it  was  but  realonable  the 
fame  order  Ihould  be  obferved  with  regard 
to  the  King’s  eldeft  children.  To  this  they 
added  that  the  blood  of  the  Sun  Ihould  not 
be  mixed  with  that  of  men ;  that  the  fuc- 
ceflion  Ihould  fall  to  the  heir  both  on  the 
father’s  and  mother’s  fide,  and  that  other- 
wife  he  forfeited  his  right  •,  for  they  were 
extremely  fcrupulous  with  regard  to  the 
fuccefllon  to  the  crown.  It  was  cuftomary 
for  the  elder  brother,  who  was  heir-ap¬ 
parent,  to  marry  his  own  fifter,  but  when 
he  had  no  fifter  he  married  his  neareft  fe¬ 
male  relation  of  the  blood  royal,  and  this 
ihe-relation  was  entitled  to  the  crown  in 
fault  of  ifiue  male,  as  in  Spain.  In  cafe 

the 
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the  King’s  deleft  lifter  brought  him  no 
children,  he  married  her  fecond,  or  third 
lifter,  till  fuch  time  as  fome  were  born  to 
him.  This  wife  was  called  Coya,  i.  e. 
Queen,  or  Empreis :  thefe  Kings  ufually 
kept  feveral  concubines,  fome  of  whom 
were  aliens,  .and  others  diftant  relations. 
They  looked  upon  the  children  they  had 
by  their  relations  as  legitimate,  becaufe 
they  were  of  their  own  blood ;  but  thofe 
which  the  Incas  had  by  aliens,  were  con- 
fidered  as  baftards  5  for  though  they  were 
refpeded  on  account  of  their  connexion 
with  the  royal  family,  they  were  by  no  means 
thought  to  be  upon  a  footing  with  the  le¬ 
gitimate  fons:  the  latter  were  adored  as 
Gods,  the  former  honoured  as  men. 

Burchas,  who  had  his  information  from 
the  Spanifli  authors,  tells  us,  that  the  bride¬ 
groom  ufed  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  his  bride, 
jind  put  upon  her  the  Otoia,  a  kind  of 
Ihoe :  the  fhoe  was  made  of  wool  when  the 
bade  was  a  virgin  •,  but  when  ftie  was  a 
"Widow,  it  was  made  of  a  kind  of  reed 
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It  will  be  neceflary  to  give  a  particular 
explanation  of  the  royal  habit  of  the  Incas. 
We  find  it  deferibed  as  follows,  by  the 
author  of  the  hiltory  of  the  Incas. 

The  Incas  generally  wore  a  kind  of  twift: 
about  his  head,  called  Lauta,  of  about  an  inch 
wide,  and  made  almoft  in  a  fquare  form, 
which  went  five  or  fix  times  round  his  head, 
with  a  coloured  border  that  reached  from  one 
temple  to  the  other.  His  habit  was  a  waiftcoat 
which  reached  down  to  the  knee,  called  by 
the  natives  Uncu,  and  by  the  Spaniards 
Cufma*,  which  leems  rather  to  be  a  word 
peculiar  to  fome  province,  than  to  belong 
to  the  general  language  of  the  country. 
Inftead  of  a  cloak  they  wore  a  kind  of  lur- 
tout,  called  Yacola.  The  nuns  alfo  made 
a  kind  of  fquare  purfe  for  the  Incas,  which 
they  wore,  as  it  were,  in  a  fling,  tied  to  a 
twift  very  neatly  wrought,  and  about  the 
breadth  of  two  fingers.  Thefe  purfes, 
called  Chufpa,  were  ufed  only  to  hold  the 
herb  Cuca,  or  Cucoa,  which  the  Indians 
are  accuftomed  to  chew.  This  Cuca  was 

not 


not  then  as  common  as  it  is  at  prefent,  for 
none  were  allowed  to  eat  of  it  but  the  In¬ 
cas,  his  relations,  and  certain  Curacas  ex¬ 
cepted,  to  whom  the  King  ufed  to  fend 
every  year  feveral  bafkets  full,  by  way  of 
prefent ;  and  this  was  looked  upon  as  a 
very  high  favour. 
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CHAP.  X. 

Of  the  Marriage  Ceremonies  vf  the  Caribbees . 

THESE  Barbarians  are  extremely 
jealous,  and  it  is  lawful  for  them  to 
kill  their  wives  when  they  have  only  a  bare 
fufpicion  of  their  infidelity.  In  the  Caribbee 
Hands  women  are  looked  upon  as  the  flaves 
of  their  hufbands,  and,  though  they  are 
oppreffod  in  fo  inhuman  a  manner,  they 
are  faid  to  obey  with  fo  much  exaflnefs, 
fweetnefs  and  refped,  that  their  husbands 
are  rarely  obliged  to  exert  their  authority. 

It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  Chriftian 
wives,  who  are  daily  reminded  from  the 
pulpit  of  the  duties  of  obedience  and  con¬ 
jugal  fidelity,  would  follow  fo  good  an  ex¬ 
ample.  This  doftrine  will,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  be  preached  to  them  as  long  as  the 
world  lafts,  but  it  is  to  be  feared  they  will 

be 
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be  as  backward  to  regulate  th,eir  conduit 
by  it  as  the  Caribbees  are  to  embrace  the 
Chriftjan  faith.  In  a  word,  the  women  in 
this  country  are  in  fo  compleat  a  ftate  of 
flaveiy  that  a  woman  is  never  known  to  eat 
with  her  husband,  or  even  in  his  prefence. 
Aa  apron,  which  is  the  emblem  of  modefty 
and  chaftity,  is  worn  by  the  young  girls 
about  twelve  years  of  age.  In  the  Lucayan 
iflands,  when  a  mother  knows  by  certain 
natural  fymptoms  that  her  daughter  is  en¬ 
titled  to  the  name  of  woman,  the  relations 
meet  together  and  makeafeaft,  after  which 
they  give, her  a  cotton  net  filled  with  herbs, 
which  £iie  afterwards  wears  about  her 
thighs,  for  before  Ihe  went  ftark  naked. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  that  their  being  naked 
does  not  •  occafion  them  any  uneafinels ; 
and  fuch  is  their  virtue,  that  they  fay  that 
when  they  are  naked  they  fiiould  be  looked 
upon  only  in  the  face.  We  are  told  like- 
wife  that  when  a  young  girl  is  marriage¬ 
able,  Ihe  is  obliged  to  live  for  ten  days  to¬ 
gether  upon  dry  caflave.  If  lhe  is  not 
ftarved  in  this  time,  it  is  a  proof  lhe  will 
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be  a  good  houfewife.  The  young  women 
of  thde  iflands  arc  not  permitted  to  have 
any  commerce  with  their  young  men  when 
once  they  are  of  an  age  fit  to  be  married. 
Their  mothers  never  fuffer  them  to  go  out 
of  their  fight ;  neverthelefs,  as  father  La- 
bat  informs  us,  a  young  woman  leldom 
attains  to  that  age  without  having  been 
fingled  out  before  by  fome  voung  favage 
who,  from  the  moment  of  his  declaration, 
confiders  her  as  his  future  wife  till  Hie  may* 
be  of  an  age  to  become  fo  in  effedt.  Rela¬ 
tions  are  allowed  to  marry  each  other,  a 

•  ^  *  ■  *  *  * 

woman  not  being  at  liberty  to  refufe  her 
kinfman.  They  often  make  a  choice  when 
they  are  but  four  or  five  years  of  age.  - 

A  b  r other  does  not  marry  his  filter, 
nor  a  fon  his  mother.  Tnceft  is  looked 
upon  by  them  with  horror  :  but  they  al¬ 
low  fo  general,  fo  extenfive  a  liberty,  with 
regard  to  all  the  other  degrees  of  confan- 
guinity  and  the  plurality  of  wives,  that  a  , 
man  often  marries  three  or  four  own  filters* 

who 
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who  at  the  fame  time  are  either  his  nieces 
or  coufin-germans. 

They  reafon  thus  :  That,  as  they  have 
been  brought  up  together,  they  will  of 
confequence  love  each  other  the  better  and 
live  in  a  greater  harmony. 

There  is  one  very  extraordinary  cuftom 
in  ufe  among  them :  A  Caribbee  fo  me  times 
demands  the  offspring  of  a  woman  with 
child,  provided  it  be  a  girl,  which,  if’ 
granted,  he  marks  the  woman’s  belly  wit'll 
rocou.  As  foon  as  die  girl  is  feven  or 
eight  years  of  age,  he  goes  to  bed  to  her, 
in  order  to  inure  her  to  the  lports  of  Venus. 

f 

A  father  retires  from  fociety  upon  the 
birth  of  his  firft  born  ion,  and  keeps  a 
very  ftridt  fail  for  thirty  or  forty  days  to¬ 
gether.  La  Borde,  in  his  Defcription  of 
the  Caribbees,  informs  us  that,  the  hufbanci 
goes  to  bed  and  afts  the  part  of  .the  lying- 
in-woman.  No  one  has  been  able  to  affio-n 
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t!ie  origin  or  reafon  of  this  cuftom.  Here 
folio vvs  another  altogether  as  extravagant: 
The  time  prefcribed  for  falling  being  ex- 
pired.twoyoungCaribbees  are  chofen  to  flafh, 
and  to  cut  and  hack  his  body  all  over  :  they 
then  rub  his  body  with  tobacco  juice,  after 
which  they  feat  him  in  a  chair  painted  red  : 
the  women  bring  in  viftuals  which  the  old 
men  prefent  to  the  wounded  perfon,  and 
feed  him  as  we  do  a  child  :  in  like  manner 
they  pour  drink  down  his  throat,  holding 
his  neck  at  the  fame ;  and  when  he  has  done 
^eating;  the  old  men  prelent  him  with  two 
pieces  of  callkve,  ..which  the  poor  mangled 
fattier  holds  in.  his  hands.  The  ceremony 
i*  performed  in  a  large,  open  place,  during 
which  he  gets  aftride  upon  two  caffaves, 
which  he  is  afterwards  obliged  to  eat.  It 
is  Cafy  to  conceive  that  they  mud  be  bloody. 
They  then  befmear  the  child’s  face  with 
blood,  which  they  imagine  contributes  to 
tnake  him  brave  and  courageous  *,  and  the 
greater  the  father’s  patience,  the  greater, 
they  apprehend,  will  prove  the  valour  of 

the  fon:  but  this  is  not  all ;  he  is  obliged 
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to  an  ^bftincnce  froqa  various  things  every 
time  any  of  his  wives  is  brought  to  hed. 
The  child  is  bathed  in  water  the  moment 
after  he  is  born,  and  if  it  happens  in  the 

night-time  the  father  bathes  himfelf  like- 

•  ' 

wife.  Then  the  mother  begins  to  flatten  the 
child’s  forehead  and  fquafh  its  face,  which 
amongft  them  is  thought  to  increafe  its 
beauty. 

It  is  no  difficult  matter  to  guefs  what 
fort  of  an  education  fuch  favages  bellow 
upon  their  children.  About  a  fortnight 
after  the  child  is  born  they  give  it  a  name, 
which  is  generally  taken  from  fome  of 
the  ancellors  of  the  family,  from  fome 
tree  or  other  objeft  that  is  agreeable  to 
them. 

Much  form  and  ceremony  is  obferved 
in  naming  the  child-,  nay  it  has  godfathers 
and  godmothers,  if  we  may  call  thofe  by 
that  name,  who  bore  a  hole  in  the  child’s 
ears,  in  his  lower  lip  and  between  his 
noltrils.  They  put  threads  into  tbefe  holes, 
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to  which  pendants  hang  dangling;  but 
they  defer  the  ceremony  when  the  child 
happens  to  be  too  weak  to  undergo  it.  At 
two  years  of  age,  the  ceremony  of  cutting:' 
off  its  hair  is  performecL 
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CHAP.  XI. 


Of  the  Marriage  Ceremonies  of  the  Indians. 


IT  is  cuftomary  among  the  Indians  for  the 
bride  and  bridegroom  to  ride  together 
on  the  wedding-day,  in  the  fame  fedan,  the 
common  vehicle  of  their  country,  which 
four  men  carry  upon  their  fhoulders  ^  they 
fet  out  about  feven  or  eight  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  accompanied  by  all  their  friends  and 
relations*  with  trumpets  founding,  and 
drums  beating  before  them,  and  are  lighted 
by  a  great  number  of  maflals,  or  torches  : 
feveral  women  walk  behind  the  fedan, 
finging  verfes,  in  which  they  w^lh  the  new- 
married  couple  uninterrupted  hAppinefs,  as 
the  Greeks  and  Romans  were  accufbcmcd 
to  do  in  their  Epithalamiums. 


* 
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-  The  bride  and  bridegroom  in  India  are 
carried  up  and  down  in  this  manner  for 
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fome  hours,  after  which  they  return  home, 
where  their  arrival  is  waited  by  the  women 
and  fervants :  the  whole  houfe  is  illuminated 
with  little  lamps,  and  feveral  maffals  are 
lighted  for  their  coming. 

Besides  thofe  which  go  before  the  fe- 
dan,  maffals  are  made  of  feveral  pieces  of 
old  iron,  knit  very  clofe  together,  circu¬ 
larly;  and  thefe  they  thruft  through  a 
copper  haft,  or  handle :  they  who  hold  a 
maffal  in  one  hand,  have  a  bottle  made  of 
the  fame  metal  with  the  haft  of  their  torches, 
in  the  other,  and  filled  with  oil,  which  they 
pour  from  time  to  time  on  the  linnen-cloth 
above-mentioned,  which  ferves  the  fame 
purpofe  as  the  wick  of  a  candle  among  us ; 
fo  that  it  would  immediately  go  out,  if  not 
conftantly  fupplied  with  oil. 


As  foon  as  the  new- married  couple 
enter  the  houfe,  the  bride  retires  with  the 
women,  and  the  bridegroom  and  his  friends 
Jay  themfelve$  down  upon  mats,  or  car¬ 
pets. 
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pets,  and  provifion  is  immediately  brought 
them. 

v  J  *  ‘  >•  V 

There  is  always  a  great  concourfe  of 
people  at  thefe  weddings ;  nor  did  the 
Greeks  themfelves  furpafs  the  Indians  in 
the  multitude  of  bride-folks. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Of  the  Marriage  Ceremonies  of  the  people  of 

Florida . 


TH  E  inhabitants  of  Florida  feldorrr 
marry  above  one  wife,  who,  by  a 
breach  of  fidelity  to  her  huft  and,  expofes  her 
felf  to  an  ignominious  punilhrnent,  or  even 
to  a  cruel  death  •,  however,,  the  grandees  of 
the  nation  have  the  privilege  of  marrying 
as  many  wives  as  they  pleafe  ;  but  then 
one  of  them  alone  is  looked  upon  as  the 
lawful  wife,  all  the  reft  being  confidered  as 
concubines :  the  children  of  the  latter  are 
not  entitled  to  an  equal  portion  of  their 
father’s  wealth  with  thole  of  the  former. 

The  inhababitants  of  Apalache  don’t 
marry  out  of  their  own  families :  among 
them  parents  often  make  a  match  for  their 

children 
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children  in  their  infancy ;  and  thefe  ratify 
tlie  fame  when  they  come  to  the  years  of 
difcretion :  they  are  free  to  marry  in  any 
degree  of  confanguinity  next  to  that  of 
brother  and  filler. 

The  Apalachites  give  their  children  the 
names  of  the  enemies  they  have  killed,  of 
the  villages  they  have  burned,  or  of  luch 
of  their  pnfoners  as  have  died  in  war. 
The  girls  bear  the  names  of  their  deceafed 
mothers  and  grand  mothers ;  for,  ’tis  a 
rule  inviolably  obferved  amongll  them, 
never  to  give  the  fame  name  to  two  per- 
fbns  of  the  lame  family.  Till  twelve  years, 
both  boys  and  girls  are  under  their  mo¬ 
ther  s  direction ;  afterwhich  the  father  takes, 
the  education  of  the  boys  upon  himfelf. 
’Tis  confidently  alferted  that  hulbands  dis¬ 
continue  all  commerce  with  their  wives 
fiom  the  time  of  their  breeding  till  after 
their  lying-in :  they  carry  their  fcruples  fo 
far,  as  not  even  to  eat  any  thing  they  may 

have  touched  during  the  time  of  their 
child-bearing. 


Early 


I 


[  64  1 


Early  marriages  are  not  cullomary 
among  the  Floridans  who  dwell  near  Pa* 
nuco,  yet  we  are  allured  they  are  fcaree 
maids  by  the  time  they  are  ten  or  twelve 
years  of  age.  The  women  of  the  Lucayan 
iflands  wear  a  cotton  apron,  for  modefty- 
fake  i  and  their  young  women  wear  them 
as  they  are  marriageable. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

Marriage  Ceremonies  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Hudfori1  s~bay^  Miffiftppi ,  and  Canada. 

MONSIEUR  de  la  Croze,  in  his  hi- 
ftory  of  the  Chriftianity  of  the  In- 
,  dies,  tells  us^  that  the  favage  inhabitants  of 
Hudfon’s-bay  marry  as  many  wives  as  they 
can  maintain :  that  5tis  likewiie.  cuftomary 
fbr  them  to  marry  the  filters  of  their  wives* 

.  thinking  they  are  more  likely  to  live  in  a 
friendly  union  with  them  than  with  ftr ang¬ 
ers.  We  learn  farther,  from  the  fifth  vor. 
lume  of  a  colledtion  of  voyages  to  the  north* 
that  the  fame  cuftom  is  ohferved  by  the 
people  of  Louifiana  ;  and  that  nothing  is 
commoner  than  to  fee  four  or  five  fillers 
married  to  the  fame  man.  An  exemption 
from  many  domeftic  cares  is  granted  to  her 
that  has  the  luck  to,  bear  the  firft  child,. 
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Amonglt  thefe  favages  the  courctliip  that 
precedes  marriage  is  ieVlom  prot  acted  to 
any  confiderable  length.  No  fooner  does 
a  favage  feel  the  influence  of  the  pafhon 
of  love,  but  he  inftantly  reveals  it,  and,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  objed  of  his  wifhes,  en¬ 
tertains  her  family,  and  makes  her  father  a 
prefent  •,  and,  when  once  he  has  obtained 
their  c  >nfent,  he  takes  her  home,  without 
requiring  a  portion. 

•  .  I  *  <  ',  •  •  ;  .  • 

We  find  a  more  particular  account  of 
the  marriages' of  thefe  people  in  father  Hen¬ 
nepin,  who  tells  us,  that  their  marriage  is’ 
not  a  civil  contract ;  that  the  hufband  and* 
wife  do  not  bind  themfelves  to  each  other 
for  life  :  that  they  cohabit  together  as  long 
as  they  like  one  another,  but  feparate  with-' 
out  the  leaf!  formality  as  loon  as  their  har¬ 
mony  is  interrupted  by  domeftic  broils. 

Young  girls  are  married  very  young, 
and  before  they  are  of  an  age  to  have  any 
commerce  with  their  hulbands,  theyfuper- 
intend  domeftic  affairs,  while  the  hufband 

goea 
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goes  a  hunting,  and  brings  what  he  kills 
to  her  father.  No  courtfhip,  orendearino- 
converfation,  pafles  between  them  before 
they  tie  that  knot,  which  is.  fo  often  fatal  in 
other  places.  \ 

To  illuftrate  this,  let  us  fuppole  afavage 
man  and  woman  together,  who  never  law 
one  onother  before,  and .  that  one  of  them, 
ikould  conceive  a  fudden  inclination  for  the* 
other ;  the  amorous  favage  will* without  the  « 
lead  ceremony,  afk  the  pejrfon  he  defigns 
tor  his  wife,  if  fhe  has  a  mind  to  have  him*; 
and  fhe,  without  ever  confulting  her  friends, 
gives  him  her  anfwer  diredlly.  This  mu¬ 
tual  confent  is  followed  by  a  fort  of  cere¬ 
mony,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  an' 
erfedt  of  the  modefty  of  the  female  favage* 

and  a  proof  of  her  future  oeconomy. 

» 

The  ceremony  is  as  follows:  on  the 
evening  of  her  wedding-day  the  bride  takes 
an  axe,  cuts  down  wood  in  the  fields,,  and 
makes  it  up  into  a  load;  then  lays  it  down  . 
before  her  intended  hufband’s  hut,  and  fits 

by 


I  68  J 

by  her  lover,  who  foon  after  goes  to  bed  to 
her,  making  no  other  compliment  than  that 
tis  time  to  go  to  reft.  Father  Hennepin 
adds,  that  tne  friendfhip  of  thefe  favanes 
very  fubjedl  to  change,  and  that  they 
look  upon  each  other  with  the  utmoft  cold- 
nefs  and  indifference  when  they  happen  to. 
meet  after  a  falling  out.  When  they  part, 
the  wife  fometimes  carries. away  her  cloaths 
and  furs,,  and  fometimes  only  takes  a  piece 
of  fluff  to  make  a  petticoat  and  blanket. 
The  children  follow  their  mother*  who 
takes  care  to  provide  for  them.  The  chil¬ 
dren  fometimes  flay  with  their  father  ^  but 
thofe  favages  who  difmifs  their  wives,  ge¬ 
nerally  leave  the  children  with  them,  and 
tell  them  that  they  don’t  believe  them  to 
he  their  own.  This  is  probable  enough, 
finre  they  are  faid  to  be  far  from  hard¬ 
hearted  *,  at  leafl  father  Hennepin  informs 
us,  that  they  are  not  very  fond  of  matri¬ 
mony,  and  that  they  quit  their  hufbands 
without  any  manner  of  reluflance.  The 
men  are  not  more  faithful  to  the  marriage* 
bed  than  the  women.,  ,  .» 

When: 
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When  a  favage  is  out  upon  an  inroad, 
he  often  hires  a  woman  for  fome  days,  or 
weeks  ;  her  parents  defire  no  better;  beclufe 
they  get  furs  by  this  cohabitation.  The  firfl: 
■'vife  keeps  the  houfe  and  fows  the  corn, 
whtlft  the  hufband  is  rambling  up  and  down 
the  country  with  the  other :  but,  as  foon 
as  he  is  returned  home,  he  difmifles  his 
itinerant  wife,  and  returns  to  his  firfl,  un- 
lefs  the  former  happens  to  have  charms  ca¬ 
pable  of  effacing  all  the  beauties  of  the 
latter :  the  wife,  indeed,  has  no  reafon  to 
complain,  being  in  poffeffion  of  a  privi¬ 
lege  of  fupplying  her  .hu/band’s  ;  place 
during  his  ahfence. 


These  practices,  however,  are  not  uni- 
verfal ;  there  are  feme  amongft  the  Parages 
who  obferve  punaually  all  the  duties  of  a 

mamed  %  and  who  conlider  it  rather  as 
a  Hate  of  felicity  than  yoke.  ' 

Jr  m  !ne’  ,Canada  affbrds  samples  of 
hufbands  who  dove  their  wives  with  the 

■utmoft  tendernefs.  Whena  man  has  made 


a 
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a  few  prefents  to  the  parents  of  the  girl  he 
intends  to  marry,  fhe  becomes  his  pro¬ 
perty,  and  is  looked  upon  as  a  purchafe  he 
has  made.  It  fometimes,  though  very 
rarely,  happens,  that  the  parents  take  back 
their  fon-in-law’s  children,  and  return  them 
the  prefents  they  had  received. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  thefe 
people  are,  by  no  means,  addidted  to  jea- 
loufy :  fome  lavages,  however,  equal  the 
Spaniards  in  jealoufy,  and  punifh  the  in¬ 
fidelity  of  their  wives  with  the  utmoft  fe- 
verity.  A  jealous  hufband  may  cut  off  his 
wife’s  nofe  or  ears,  nay,  put  her  to  death  *, 
nor  is  any  other  fatisfadtion  required  of  him 
than  to  make  a  prefent  to  the  parents  of 
the  deceafed,  in  order  to  dry  up  their 
tears. 

\ . 

Such  favages  as  make  War  theNbufinefs 
of  their  lives,  don’t  marry  till  they  are 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years  of  age,  left 
their  vigour  fliould  be  impaired  by  cohabi¬ 
ting  with  women.  Thofe  who  have  any 

com- 
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commerce  witli  them  before  that  ftage  of 
life,  are  looked  upon  as  effeminate,  and 
unfit  for  war,  or  hunting.  But  ’tis  not  to 
be  iuppofed  that  they  are  more  chaftethan 
thole  who  marry. 

.There  prevails  an  opinion  amongft  this 
people,  that  a  perpetual  chaftitv  is  pro- 
dudtive  of  vapours  and  pains  in  the  back; 
fo  that  a  young  warrior,  in  order  to  preferve 
his  health,  mult  every  week  make  a  noc¬ 
turnal  ramble  in  queft  of  a  miftrefs. 

r  i  -  '  ..  j  *  *'  f  f  • 

How  tan  gives  the  following  account 
of  thefe  Canadan  amours.  They  never 
talk  of  their  paffion  to  the  {he  favages  by 
day,  being  of  opinion  that  the  night  is  the 
propereft  time  for  amourous  dalliance. 


When  a  young  man  after  having  vifited 
his  miftrefs  three  or  four  times,  imagines 
tnat  fire  looks  upon  him  favourably,  he  be¬ 
haves  as  follows,  in  order  to  be  thoroughly 
convinced  of  it.  1 


’Tis  to  be  premifed,  that  the  favages 
Jive  in  a  kind  of  equality,  agreeable  to  Na¬ 
ture,  which  preferves  them  from  all  appre- 
henfion  of  thieves  and  domeftic  enemies ; 
in  confluence  of  this  their  huts  are  open 
night  and  day.  The  flaves  take  care  to  put 
out  the  fire  two  hours  after  fun-fet.  The 
young  favage,  wrapt  up  in  a  great  many 
cloaths,  goes  about  that  time  to  his  mi- 
ftrefs’s  hut.  He  then  lights  a  fort  of  match 
at  the  fire,  and  afterwards  approaches  the 
bed.  If  file  puts  out  the  match,  he  lays 
himfelf  down  by  her  \  but,  if  fhe  wraps  her- 
felf  up  in  the  bed-cloaths,  he  inftantly  re¬ 
tires,  for  this  is  interpreted  as  a  proof  that 
ht  is  not  welcome. 


We  are  allured  by  the  fame  author,  . that 
the  fhe  favages  drink  the  juice  of  certain 
-roots,  in  order  to  procure  abortion,  for  a 
young  woman  that  has  had  a  child,  has.no 
chance  of  ever  getting  a  hufband. 

The  mod  fingular  circumftance  of  their 

behaviour  is,  that  they  permit  their  lovers 

to 
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to  flt  down  by  them  on  the  bed,  only  to 

talk  with  them  a  little  :  but  if  one  of  the 

feveral  moments  which  they  pafs  together, 

kiould  happen  to  prove  more  agreeable 

than  the  reft,  they  make  no  ft  tuple  of 

granting  their  lover  the  lift  favour:  this  is 

owing  to  the  relolution  they  have  taken  not 

to  oe  fubject  to  their  lovers  :  which  cuftom 

confirm  what  has  been  advanced  above 

W,th  rcSard  to  the  opinion  which  thefe 

people  have  of  the  freedom  of  their  women 

ln  that  ir,-dependant  ftate  which  precedes 
marriage. 


W  HEN  a  favage  of  Canada  forms  a  reft, 
o  tion  to  marry  after  having  Penalized  him- 

Ct  1,1  war’  he  draws  up  a  leafe  for  a  cer 
t.,n  number  of  years  :  they  confides  a  co„- 

'°r  "fe  as  a"  infupportable  flavery 
oe  lavage  therefore,  takes  a  wife  ruitab|e 

af‘?r  W',ich  th'-  P”lies  agree  to- 

match’, o' tf-  C°”,mi,n,c“e  ««  intended 

atch  to  their  relations,  who  meet  in  th 

ZZ  d,e  0'ddl  ““"Sft  them :  there-  they 
°  enterca|njnent  after  the  Canada! 

fafnion. 
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fafhion,  ling  and  dance  the  marriage  dance.' 
Thefe  diver  lions  being  over  the  bride¬ 
groom’s  relations  retire,  the  oldeft  four  ex¬ 
cepted,  when  the  bride,  attended  by  four 
antiquated  Hie  relations,  prefents  herfelf  at 

one  of  the  doors  of  the  hut,  where  the 

* 

moft  decrepid  of  the  bridgroom’s  four  kinf- 
men  comes  to  receive  her,  and  leads  her  to 
her  future  hufband,  to  a  place  where  they 
are  both  to  ftand  upon  a  mat.  A  wand  is 
prefented  to  them,  which  each  of  them  holds 
by  the  end  •>  hereupon  the  old  men  make 
a  few  very  fhort  fpeeches.  The  bride  and 
bridegroom,  ftill  holding  the  wand,  lpeak 
to  one  another  alternately ;  they  afterwards 
break  it  into  level  al  pieces,  whicli  they 
diftribute  to  the  witneflfes.  When  this  ce¬ 
remony  is  at  an  end,  the  bride  is  led  out  of 
the  hut  and  conducted  back  to  her  father’s 
houfe  by  the  young  maidens  who  waited 
for  her  at  the  door.  Her  hufband  is  oblig¬ 
ed  to  vifit  her  there  till  fuch  time  as  fhe  has 
made  him  a  father.  When  this  happens 
fhe  packs  up  her  things  and  goes  home  to 
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!lSr  ilun3and>  wit|i  whom  Hie  cohabits  as 
long  as  the  marriage  lafts. 


We  meet  with  the  following  fingularcir. 
cumftances  m  la  Pot  tc  tie's  hiftor y  of  North 

ofTnCm  v L  "•  Whe"  a  l»'"r  «  few. 

of  the  affection  of  his  miftrefs,  he  applies 
to  h,s  father  or  his  neared  relation,  who 

Xe  inlr  “  f  and  Vilit  hK  &- 

in  the  ni « 

»J0ia  rime.  He  awakes  him 

hgte  his  pipe  and  prefe„ts  i,  t0  him> 

the  lame  time  demands  of  him  his 
slaughter.  When  once  they  are  agreed 
he  young  man's  father  affembles  Si  £ 
elations  and  declares  to  them  his  i„te„ 
tion  of  beftowino-  his  fon  in 
TJiefe  brino-  as  *  ln  m^age. 

able  to  bellow,  TZ£"S  “  ^ 

oZfrr 

and  tl  8°r '  ‘,°  l!'C  yoi,n8  'v°man's  hut 

and  the  bride's  mother  declares  t0  her 

a  one  KThe  girUs^rf d  ^  ‘°  fuc'’ 

mediate  confent,  and  from  ‘’‘J1"’'  an  im' 

the  fathers  •  nwf,  a  ranSe  »£>ufe 

’  m0lh',;s'  and  eldelt  brothers 
E  2 


$f$2 


' .  ■’*% 


- 


■  1  ^  ‘r**  *.  *  .a 

KiiHHi 


■M 


■VS' 

■1,0  ,  ■■>  { 


[  •  76  ] 

are  permitted  to  proflitute  her,  becaufe, 
according  to  them,  her  body  is  not  her 
own  but  her  relations.  She  laments  the 
lofs  of  her  virginity  however.  As  foon  as 
die  has  received  herprefents,  die  acquaints 
her  family  with  the  new  alliance,  and  diftri- 
butes  them  amongft  her  relations.  Every 
one  contributes  fomething  to  the  bride’s 
portion.  The  bridegroom’s  mother  and 
filler  likewife  make  prefents  to  the  bride, 
and  equip  her  very  magnificently  upon  the 
wedding-day  :  this  fplendour,  however, 
confifts  only  in  covering  their  fhoulders 
with  a  good  beaver’s  ddn,  and  perfuming 
their  hair  with  bear’s  greafe.  She  then 
roes  to  her  mother-in-law,  who  takes  her 
ornaments  and  gives  her  others  in  exchange, 
together  with  a  large  kettle  •,  after  which 
die  returns  to  her  father’s,  and  is  there 
undreffed  again.  Her  mother  gives  her  a 
certain  quantity  of  maiz  which  die  carries 
to  her  hulband,  who  und redes  her  a  third 
time,  and  then  the  two  families  divide  all 
the  prefents  among  themfelves. 


There 
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i  n  ere  is  fomething  remarkable  in  the 

continence  of  the  new-married  man*,  he 

% 

carries  felf-denial  fo  far  as.  to  decline  all 
commerce  with  his  wife  for  fix  months  af¬ 
ter  his  marriage.  However,  the  laws  of 

his  country  allow  him  to  confummate  the 
» 

marriage  four  days  after,  it  is  folemnized ; 
but  he  looks  upon  this  continence  as  a 
convincing  proof  of  the. high  affection  he 
has  for  his  wife,  and  would  have  it  thought 
that  his  only  view  in  marrying  was  to  re  Heft 
an  honour  upon  himfelf  by  the  alliance. 

When  the  year  is  expired  the  wife  re¬ 
turns  perhaps  to  her  mother’s  hut,  who 
thereupon  becomes  proprietor  of  all  her 
lon-in-law’s  poiTe  ikons,  as  well  as  of  what¬ 
ever  he  gets  either  in  hunting  or  .filhing.. 
"I  he  hu/band  miffing  his  wife,  imagines 
fne  is  gone  to  her  mother’s,  goes  to  the 
hut  at  a  time  when  he  thinks  the  whole  fa¬ 
mily  are  afleep  *,  but  the  father  and  mother 
of  the  young  woman  are  upon  the  watch, 
wnile  Hie,  after  all  thefe  preliminaries,  is 
faff;  afleep  by  the  fire-fule,  or  pretends  to 

E  3,  be. 
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be  ib.  No  looner  does  the  hufband  enter 
the  hut,  but  he  perceives  the  fire  was  made 
upon  his  account *,  upon  which  he  fits  down 
by  his  wife.  His  father-in-law  then  rifes 
with  an  air  of  coldnefs  and  indifference* 
and  filling  his  pipe  gives  it  him  to  fmoak.. 
His  mother-indaw  fets  a  difh  of  meat  at 
Ins  feet,  which  he  begins  to  eat  without 
uttering  a  fyllable.  In  a  word,  he  refides 
two  years  with  his  father-in-law,  during 
which  time  whatever  he  gets  by  hunting* 
fifhing,  or  trade,  belongs  to  his  mother-in- 
law,  as  we  obferv’d  above.  The  life  which 
the  new  married  couple  are  obliged  to  lead 
is  fomewhat  extraordinary.  ?Tis  againft 
the  laws  of  decency  for  them  to  fpeak  to 
to  each  other  in  the  day-time,  unlefs  it  be 
to  break  out  into  mutual  reproaches. 

When  the  two  years  are  expired,  the 
fon-in-law  quits  his  father-in-law,  and  then 
his  wife  and  lie  fet  up  houfe-keeping  to¬ 
gether,  unlefs  he  has  thoughts  of  taking  a 

fiftcr-in-law  for  his  fecond  wife.  The  huf- 

* 

band  is  not  allowed  to  marry  any  woman 

but 
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but  what  he  receives  from  the  hands  of  the 
relations  of  his  father-in-law,  who  may  give 
him  his  other  daughters  in  marriage  if  he 
thinks  proper ;  but  in  cafe  he  has  no  more, 
the  mother-in-law  adopts  fome  of  her  five 
ilaves  in  favour  of  her  fon-in-law,  or  gives 
him  one  of  her  neices.  Intereft,  as  we  are 
told,  caufed  this  cuftom  to  be  eftablifhed. 

The  mother-in-law  is  intitled  to  all 
her  fon-in-law’s  pofTefilons  ;  and  fince  the 
mother  of  a  lecond  wife  would  have 
the  fame  right,  it  has  been  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  lay  a  reftraint  upon  the  inconftancy 
of  favage  hufbands,  by  obliging  them  to 
marry  only  the  daughters  of  one  family, 
when  they  are  defirous  of  having  a  plurali¬ 
ty  of  wives.  The  firft  wife  has  certain  pri¬ 
vileges  above  the  reft,  which  occafions  jea- 
ioufy  among  the  women,  and  is  often  pro¬ 
ductive  of  domeftic  quarrels,  but  this  the 
hufband  bears  with  great  patien-ce,  and  is 
even  vain  of  it,  as  he  looks  upon  the  jea- 
loufy  of  his  wives  as  a  proof  of  their  affec¬ 
tion.  We  fhail  now  proceed  to  the  confe¬ 
rences  of  marriage. 

E  4 
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1  he  favages  of  New  France  p 


refer  girls  to 


boys,  and  affirm  that  the  former  are  the 
i upport  of  a  family.  A  menltruous  woman 
withdraws  from  fociety  •,  all  the  fires  in  her 
hut  are  put  out  *,  they  clean  the  fire-place  ; 
throw  out  all  the  allies  that  were  on  it, 
and  ftriking  fire  with  a  flint,  light  up  a  new 
one.  This  woman  is  obliged  to  live  re¬ 
tired  for  a  week  in  a  hut  that  has  no  man¬ 
ner  of  communication  with  the  reft.  The 
others  don’t  drink  of  the  ftream  fhe  has 
tailed  *,  they  never  draw  any  water  out  of 


it,  and  fhe  fets  certain  marks  which  difco- 
ver  the  condition  fhe  is  in. 

i  , 


When  a  young  woman  finds  her  periodi¬ 
cal  diftemper  coming  upon  her  for  the  firft 
time,  flie  retires  from  all  fociety,  except 
that  of  thofe  women  who  attend  her,  dur¬ 
ing  which  fhe  fmears  herfelf  with  coal. 

The  moment  a  woman  finds  herfelf 

pregnant,  flic  difcontinues  all  commerce 
with  her  hufband,  till  fuch  time  as  the 

child  is  two  years  old  •,  and  when  fhe .  is 

upon 


m 
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upon  the  point  of  being  brought  to  be  ), 
a  hut  is  prepared  for  her,  in  which  fhe  con¬ 
tinues  thirty  days,  and  if  it  be  the  fir  ft  child 
forty.  Ail  thefe  cuftoms  have  fome  refem- 
blance  to  the  Jewifh  law;  with  regard  to 
that  which  prohibits  the  man  and  woman’s 
cohabiting  together  till  the  child  is  two 
years  of  age,  it  muft  be  allow’d  to  be  high¬ 
ly  reafonable.  When  the  life  of  a  woman 

V  t 

in  childbed  is  in  danger,  fhe  is  carried  into 
the  hut  in  which  fhe  u lu ally  lives  ;  but  af- 
ter  her  death  or  recovery,  the  hut  is  re¬ 
moved  to  fome  other  place. 


Bar  renniss  is  one  of  the  principal 
caufes  ol  ;divorcc  among  tiie  .Americans, 
tho  they  aie  at  liberty  to  part  when  ever 
tney  picafe.  La  Hon  tan  tells  us,  that  the 
Canadans  generally  give  a  week’s  warning, 
when  they  affign  the  mo  ft  plaufible  reafons 
they  can  poffibly  invent,  that  their  fepara- 
uon  may  not  appear  altogether  inconfiftent 
with. good  manners -and  civility.  But  the 
reafon  they  moft  commonly  alledge  is  fome 
pretended  diftemper,  a  defire  of  cafe  or 
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tranquility  neceflarv  for  the  recovery  of 
their  health.  When  divorce  is  determin’d 
upon  in  Canada,  the  ceremony  made  ufe 
of  upon  that  occafion  is  as  follows :  they 
bring  into  the  hut  where  the  marriage  had 
been  celebrated,  all  the  little  pieces  of  the 
wand  which  has  been  fpoken  of  above  5 
thefe  are  burnt  with  folemnity,  and  thus 
the  divorce  is  compleated.  The  women 
are  at  liberty  to  marry  again  as  well  as  the 
men :  however,  decency  retrains  them  from 
ru firing  into  the  arms  of  a  fecond  hufband 
during  the  life  of  the  firft.  When  the  huf¬ 
band  and  wife  part  they  fhare  the  children 
equally  between  them  ;  for  children,  fays 
l:  Hontan,  are  the  trcafure  of  the  favages  : 
if  there  is  an  odd  one  5tis  confider’d  as  the 
property  cf  the  wife.  A  woman  defpairs 
of  ever  meeting  with  another  hufband  when 
once  fhe  is  turned  of  fifty;  the  Canadans 
thinking  it  abfurd  to  marry  a  woman  that 
is  paft  child-bearing.  When  once  a 
woman  is  upon  the  decline,  fhe  is  ntf 
longer  to  their  tafte.  What  remedy  fhould 
thofe.  women  have  recourfe  to  who  find 

them- 
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themfelves  defpifed  on  account  of.  their 
age?  I  anfwer  they. Ihovild  contrive  expe¬ 
dients  to  conceal  their  age  from  the  world  ; 
but  if  their  fmcerity  will  not  fuffer  them  to 
impofe  upon  the  other  fex,  it  rnuft  be 
own’d  they  greatly  furpafs  our  European 
ladies  in  that  virtue. 

An  old  woman  of  Canada  that  is  ftillfond 
of  the  fport,  will  adopt  a  prifoner  of  war 
and  keep  him  for  her  own  private  ufe. 
5Tis  reafonable  to  imagine  that  fhe  general- 
ly  chufes  a  lufty  and  vigorous  ion  of  Mars 
for  this  purpofe :  be  that  as  it  will,  it  is 
natural  to  think  he 'is  not  ungrateful,  and 
that  he  exerts  his  utmoft  efforts  to  fliew 
the  deep  lenfe  he  has  of  his  obligations  to 
a  paffion  which  gives  life  to  all  men,  and 
prolongs  his  own. 


E  6 


C  H  A  f*. 


1 


; 

kit !  I 


1 


chap.  xiv. 


of  the  Mexicans . 


/|r ARRIAGE  amongft  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  is  folemnized  by  their  priefts, 
and  a  public  inftrument  drawn  up  which 
contains  the  particulars  of  the  wife’s  for¬ 
tune,  which  the  hufband  is  oblig’d  to  re¬ 
turn  in  cafe  of  a  feparation.  The  articles 
being  agreed  upon,  the  couple  go  to  the 
temple,  where  one  of  the  facrificing  priefts 
propofes  feveral  queftions  in  order  to  exa¬ 
mine  into  their  refolutions.  He  then  takes 
up  the  woman's  veil  and  the  hufband’s 
mantle,  and  with  one  of  his  hands  ties  them 
together  at  one  corner,  as  an  emblem  of 
the  inward  tie  of  their  wills,  Being  thus 
bound  to  each  other,  they  are  conducted 
back  to  their  houfes  by  the  prieft.  They 
then  vifit  the  harth  or  fire,  which  is  look’d 
upon  as  a  mediator  of  the  difputes  between 
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hufband  and  wife-,  and  this  they  do  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  what  the  Romans  pradtiled  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  laws.  They  are  accuftomed  to 
go  feven  times  round  it  fucceffively,  whilft 
the  facrificing  prieft  walks  before  them  : 
this  ceremony  being  over,  they  fit  down  in 
order  to.be  equally  warm’d  by  the  heat  of 
the  fire,  which  gives  the  laft  perfection  to 
marriage.  The  bridegroom  brings  with 
him  two  old  men  as  afiiftants  or  witneffes  ; 
the  bride  two  old  women... 

The  Mexican  hiftory  adds,  That  in  the 
beginning  of  the  night  a  kind  of  lhe-medi- 
ator,  accompanied  by  four  matrons,  with 
each  a  torch  in  her  hand,  takes  the  bride 
on  her  back  and  carries  her  to  her  hufband’s 
ho ufe.  The  parents  of  the  latter  go  to 
meet  the  bride,  and  lead  her  into  a  place 
where  the  bridegroom  waits  her  coming; 
and  here  the  reft  of  the  ceremony  is  corn- 
pleated  in  the  manner  defcribed  above. 
Then  follows  the  marriage  feaft,  which 
being  over  the  old  men  take  the  bride¬ 
groom  afide,  and  the  old  women  the  bride, 
m  :  in 
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In  order  to  inftrudt  them  In  thofe  particu¬ 
lars,  a  knowlege  of  which  is  ufeful  and  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  change  of  condition,  and 
how  they  may  belt  difcharge  thofe  duties 
to  which  they  are  bound  by  their  marri¬ 
age  contraft ;  the  old  people  then  retire,, 
and  leave  the  married  couple  to  put  the  laft 
hand  to  the  work.  Some  provinces  of  the 
empire  have  either  added  or  retrench’d  from 
thefe  particulars,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  caprice  and  fancy. 

’Twas  cuftomary  at  Tlafcalla  to  fliave 
the  heads  of  the  married  couple,  to  fignify  to, 
them  that  it  was  time  to  lay  afide  all  youth¬ 
ful  amuiements.  In  Mechoacan  the  bride 
was  obliged  to  keep  her  eyes  fixed  upon 
the  bridegroom  during  the  whole  ceremo¬ 
ny,  without  which  the  marriage  was  look’d 
upon  as  imperfect ;  probably  this  was  done 
with  a  view  of  fignifying  to  the  wife  that 
fhe  was  to  read  her  duty  in  the  eyes  of  her 
hufband.  ’Twas  cuftomary  in  another 
province  of  this  empire  to  carry  off  the 
bridegroom,  that  he  might  be  thought  to 
be  forced  to  the  marriage,  or  perhaps  to 
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denote  that  if  men  were  not  prompted  by 
the  dictates  of  nature  and  realon  to  the 
propagation  of  their  fpecies  in  a  lawful 
way,  lcarce  any  man  would  ever  enter  into 
that  ftate,  or  embarafs  himfelf  with  the 
care  of  a  family,  but  would  choofe  rather 
to  beget  a  long  fuccefllon  of  baftards  and 
abandon  them  to  the  wide  world. 

In  the  province  of  Panuco,  the  hufband 
purchafes  his  wife  for  a  bow,  two  arrows,  and 
a  net,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  giving 
her  a  portion.  During  the  firft  year  after  mar¬ 
riage  the  wife’s  father  does  not  fpeak  a  word 
to  hisfon-in-law,  and  the  latter  abftains  from 
all  commerce  with  his  wife  for  two  years 
after  he  has  had  a  child.  The  Mecatecas, 
another  people  fubjeft  ta  the  empire  of 
Mexico,  fait,  pray  to  their  gods,  offer 
facriflces  to  them,  and,  from  a  penitential 
motive,  draw  blood  from  themfelves,  and 
rub  the  mouth  and  face  of  their  idols 
with  it. 

* 

What  can  be  the  meaning  of  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  piece  of  devotion*  in  a  fea- 
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foa  that  is  generally  attended  with  mirth 
and  feftivity  ?  does  it  fpring  from  fear  or  a 
principle  of  duty  ?  ’Tis  probable  they  may 
be  partly  influenced  by  fear:  but  whatever 
reaion  may  be  affign’d  lor  that  piety,  the 
Europeans  would  have  a  ftrange  opinion 
of  a  hufband  who  fhould  give  himfelf 
up  to  fafting  and  praying  in  thofe  days 
which  feem  devoted  to  mirth  and  jollity. 

Nothing  ns  more  common  in  Mexico* 
than  divorces ;  all  that  is  required  on  thefe 
occafions  is  the  mutual  content  of  both  par¬ 
ties:  io  that  they  themlelves-  determine 
the  thing  at  once,  without  being  under  the- 
neceflity  of  appearing  before  judges.  The 
boys  ftay  with  the  hufband,  the  girls  with 
the  wife;  but  the  marriage  being  thus  be¬ 
come  void  it  is  capital  for  the  parties  to  co¬ 
habit  together  again :  this  regulation  was 
made  with  a  view  to  prevent  divorces  from 
becoming  common,  which  was  an  abide 
that  might  be  expedited  from  the  fickle  tenir 
pers  of  thefe  favages. 
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The  chaftity  of  their  wives  is  one  of 
their  points  of  honour ;  and  they  punifh 
adulterers  with  death,  though  luft  is 
one  of  their  predominant  padions.  Not¬ 
withstanding  this,  public  ftews  are  to¬ 
lerated  among  them. 
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C  H  A  P.  xv. 

Marriage  Ceremonies  of  the  Indians  in  New 

Mexico. 

POLYGAMY  is  lawful  amongft 
thefe  favages.  We  are  inform’d  that 
the  natives  01  Cibola  marry'  onty  one  wife. 
In  Califormia  young  girls  are  not  permitted 
to  keep  company  with  men.  Adultery  is 
punilli’d  with  death.  A  widow  is  at  liber¬ 
ty  to  marry  a  again  fix  months  after  the 
death  of  her  hufband.  An  abominable 
commerce  with  youths  is  cuftomary  a- 
monglt  the  Califormians  and  their  neigh¬ 
bours  ;  thefe  youths  are  for  this  ptirpofe 
obliged  to  wear  women’s  apparel.  They 
are  forbid  to  marry;  and  to  fuch  a  horrid 
length  is  this  execrable  cuftom  carried  by 
them,  that  when  one  o t  thele  proftitutes. 
happens  to  die,  his  brother  is  obliged  to  luc- 
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cecd  him  in  the  infamous  office,  Thefe  ab¬ 
ject  wretches  look  upon  this  obfcenity  as  their 
duty ;  however,  they  are  but  indifferently 
rewarded  by  the  public,  being  obliged  to 
beg  their  bread  from  door  to  door. 

The  fame  abominations  are  frequent 
amongft  the  reft  of  the  Indians  of  North- 
America,  who  call  their  pathicks  Hermo- 
phradites,  in  order  to  conceal  their  infamy. 
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c  H  A  P.  xvi. 

Marriage  Ceremonies  of  the  Nicaraguans. 

np  HESE  ravages  look  upon  but  one 
woman  as  the  lawful  wife  of  a  man, 
tho’  polygamy  is  pradtifed  among  ft  them. 
The  prieft  takes  the  parties  betrothed  by 
the  little  finger,  and  conducts  them  to  an 
apartment  near  a  fire  which  is  lighted  pur- 
pofely  for  that  ceremony.  He  then  lays 
before  them  their  duty,  together  with  all 
thofe  particulars  which  fhould  he  obferv’d 
by  them  in  this  change  of  their  condition, 
in  which  it  muft  be  own’d  that  an  Euro¬ 
pean  runs  a  much  greater  rifk  than  an 
American  husband.  The  parties  are  con- 
fider’d  as  husband  and  wife  as  foon  as  ever 
the  fire  is  extinguifhed.  But  if  a  husband 
having  married  a  girl  as  a  virgin,  fhould 
upon  trial  find  her  otherwife,  he  immedi¬ 
ately 
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ately  turns  her  off  without  the  lead  cere¬ 
mony,  unlefs  lie  choofes  rather  to  leave  the 
decifion  of  the  affair  to  his  cacique,  by  giv¬ 
ing  him  a  permiffion  to  make  an  experi¬ 
ment  on  her  virginity-  A  woman  who 
has  violated  her  conjugal  fidelity,  is  liable 
to  no  other  punifliment  but  that  of  beiim 
divorced,  fhe  is  not  indeed  permitted  to 
marry  again  ;  but  herein  fhe  is  no  lofer. 

A  very  extraordinary  cuftom  prevails 
arnongft  them  upon  certain  feftivals,  when 
the  hufband  allows  his  wife  to  chufe  a  de¬ 
puty.  In  this  particular  thefe  lavages  re- 
femble  the  politeft  people  in  Europe,  with 
this  difference,  that  the  favages  allow 
their  wives  a  gallant  only  upon  certain 
days ;  whereas  in  France,  lame  husbands* 
carry  their  complaifance  fo  far  as  to  tolerate 
their  wife’s  having  a  gallant  all  the  year 
round.  They,  indeed,  make  themfelves 
amends  by  making  equally J  free  with 
the  wives  of  their  neighbours.  Tolera¬ 
tion  in  husbands  feems  to*  be  no  bad  poli¬ 
cy,  as  ’tis  probable  that  there  is  no  other 

expe- 
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expedient  to  meet  with  fome  conlolation 
in  cuckoldom,  than  to  permit  and  not  pro- 
hi  bit. 

After  all,  whatever  violation  Hymen 
may  fuffer,  the  obfervation  of  Lafontaine 
is  certainly  a  juft  one, 

Quand  on  ne  le  fcait  pas  ce  n'eft  rien , 

Et  q^uand  on  le  fait  deft  peu  de  chofe . 

r  ~  * 

?Tis  nothing  when  from  fpoufes  know- 
lege  conceal’d, 

And  no  great  misfortune  when  to  him 
reveal’d. 

We  are  told  that  an  adulterous  woman  is  in 
this  country  a  reproach  to  her  relations ; 
that  the  man  who  debauches  a  woman  is 
made  a  (lave,  or  obliged  to  give  her  a  por¬ 
tion-,  that  a  (lave  who  has  any  commerce 
with  his  matter's  daughter,  is  buried  alive 
with  her,  and  that  public  (lews  are  tolerat¬ 
ed  in  order  to  obviate  thefe  abufes. 
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These  cuftoms,  indeed,  appear  highly 
inconfiftent  and  contradictory.  We  have 
fpoken  o t  them  as  exiting  at  this  pre- 
fent  time :  it  feems  probable,  however, 
that  if  they  do  his  only  amongft  a  fmall 
number  of  Indians  who  are  confin’d  to  the 
woods  and  mountains.,  for  they  have  been 
abolifhed  in  all  other  places  by  the 
Chriitians, 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

Of  the  Marriage  Ceremonies  of  the  BrafilianS. 

TH  E  Brafilian  favages  never  marry 
their  mothers,  filters,  or  daughters, 
but  they  have  full  liberty  with  regard  to 
the  other  degrees  of  confangunity.  A 
young  man  is  allow’d  to  look  out  for  a 
wife  as  foon  as  he  becomes  marriageable. 
It  is  not  confidered,  as  in  Europe,  whether 
he  is  capable  of  lupporting  a  family  and 
managing  civil  affairs.  Formerly,  a  young 
Brafilian  had  no  right  to  marry  till  he  had 
killed  an  enemy,  but  now,  when  a  young 
lavage  has  taken  a  fancy  to  fome  young 
woman,  he  addrefles  himfelf  to  her  parents, 
friend,  or  neighbours,  and  afks  their 
confent  to  marry  her. 

•  -J 

Our  preliminaries  of  marriage  are  ut¬ 
terly  unknown  to  thele  favages  :  they  have 

no 
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no  amorous  interviews  before  marriage* 
nor  do  they  make  any  declaration  of  mar¬ 
riage.  The  lavage  is  looked  upon  as  the 
young  woman’s  husband  from  the  moment 
that  he  has  obtain’d confent.  Polygamy  is 
held  in  great  efteem  among  them,  which 
plainly  proves  that  they  are  very  defirous 
of  peopling  the  nation  well.  We  are  told 
that  the  wives  agree  tolerably  well  together, 
but  their  husbands  turn  them  off  upon  the 
moft  frivolous  pretences.  The  husband 
gucsto  bed  as  loon  as  his  wife  is  delivered, 
and  a6ts  the  part  of  a  lying-in-woman  with 
gr^at  a. t  and  labour,  receiving  tne  vifits 
uiual  upon  fuch  occafions,  and  caufing' 
1  xmfelf  to  be  attended  as  if  he  was  really 
fick.  He  neverthelefs  afts  ,the  part  of  a 
widwife  to  his  lpoufe,  cuts  the  child’s 
naval-ftring,  and  beats  its  nofe  flat;  after 
having  walh’d  it  and  painted  it  red  and 
black,  he  goes  to  bed,  and  his  wife  re., 
turns  to  her  work.  The  ceremonies  which 
follow  the  birth  of  the  child  are  ridiculous 
enough.  If  it  be  a  boy,  lffs  father  laying 
down  a  bow,  arrows,  and  a  knife,  exhorts 
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him  to  bravery  and  courage,  and  con  • 
eludes,  by  giving  him  the  name  of  what¬ 
ever  objeft  makes  the  ftrongeff:  impreffion 
on  his  mind.  As  foon  as  the  child  is  grown 
up,  his  father  takes  him  along  with  him  in 
order  to  teach  him  the  art  of  war,  which 
con  fids  intirely  in  killing  his  fellow-crea¬ 
tures.  The  females  are  brought  up  to 
domeftic  affairs,  and,  as  foon  as  they  have 
given  tokens  of  being  ripe,  a  folemn  feaft 
is  celebrated  upon  the  occafion. 
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'  C  H  A  P.  XVIII. 


IT  is  neceffary  to  obferve  that  polygamy 
is  as  much  in  vogue  in  Caribana,  as 
in  other  parts  of  America.  The  Ca¬ 
ciques  have  a  conliderable  number  or 
wives,  and,  when  they  go  a  journey,  they 

have  home  kept  upon  the  road,  like  our 
horfes. 

The  common  people  are  allow’d  as  ma¬ 
ny  wives  as  they  are  able  or  willing  to 
maintain,  but  they  make  no  difficulty  ot 
lending  them  both  to  friends  and  i  rangers. 
However,  property  is  no  way  affedted  by 
this  piece  of  gallantry  we  are  neverthelels 
affined,  that  the  favages  of  Caribana  dil- 
mils  their  wives  whenever  they  violate 
their  conjugal  faith. 

F  2 
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When  a  young  woman  becomes  mar¬ 
riageable,  Hie  is  fhut  up  during  two  years, 
and,  in  all  that  time,  is  not  allow’d  to 
cut  off  her  hair:  her  parents  endeavour  to 
procure  her  a  fettlement  in  the  world  as 
foon  as  this  term  is  expired. 

The  ceremony  of  betrothing  is  at  the 
expence  of  their  friends,  who  bring  plenty 
of  provifions  and  wood  to  build  a  hut,  for 
the  future  couple.  One  of  the  bride¬ 
groom’s  friends  cuts  off  his  hair  from  his 
forehead,  and  fome  aged  matron  does  the 
fame  to  the  bride,  which  completes  the 
ceremony. 

They  celebrate  the  feftival  by  eating 
and  drinking  heartily ;  the  prieft  then  be- 
ftows  a  benediction  upon  the  marriage, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country. 
After  which  he  reftores  the  wife  to  her 
liufband. 


’Tis 
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5Tis  to  be  added,  that  fhe  only  who  is 
treated  in  this  manner  is  looked  upon  as 
the  lawful  wife  *,  for  the  reft  are  all  upon 
the  footing  of  concubines,  and,  as  fuch, 
are  obliged  to  obey  the  former  as  their 
miftrefs. 


C  II  A  Ik 


The  Marriage  Ceremonies  of  the  favages  of 

Darien . 


OLY  GAMY  is  in  ufe  among  the  ra¬ 
vages  of  Darien,  and  they  have  even  a 
privilege  of  felling  their  wives  whenever  they 
ceafe  to  be  agreeable  in  their  eyes.  They 
have  alfo  proftitutes  among  them,  and,  if 
we  may  give  credit  to  the  relations  of  tra¬ 
vellers,  their  daughters  are  very  lavifh  of 
their  favours.  They  however  make  ufe  of 
certain  herbs  in  order  to  procure  abortion, 
as  a  premature  pregnancy  is  looked  upon 
as  infamous 

As  foon  as  a  young  woman  of  Darien  or 
Panama  becomes  marriageable,  fhe  receives 
the  apron,  and  is  no  longer  permitted  to 
appear  in  public.  The  maidens  are  veiled  in 

their 
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their  houfes,  and  even  before  their  father. 
Happily  for  the  girls  they  marry  them  with¬ 
out  delay,  and  by  that  means  render  inef¬ 
fectual  the  allurements  of  that  feducing 
deity,  who  frequently  deftroys  in  a  moment 
all  that  virtue  had  been  inculcating  into 
youth  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  together. 

Cor  eal  informs  us,  that  the  Weft-In- 
dians  in  general  declare  for  nature,  and  are 
of  opinion  that  it  fhould  by  no  means  be 
buffered  to  remain  idle  •,  whence  their  men 
and  women  have  not  a  great  while  to  lan- 
guifh  •,  nor  do  they  once  make  any  of  thole 
reflexions  which  might  tend  to  reftrain  the 
failies  of  love.  The  fmall  number  of  adul¬ 
terers,  of  either  fex,  to  be  met  with  amonglt 
thefe  favages,  may  be  juftly  aferibed  to  their 
early  marriages,  and  the  eaie  with  which 
they  meet  with  partners  for  life.  There 
is  but  little  ceremony  made  life  of  in  their 
marriages  ;  all  that  is  required  on  both  fides, 
is  to  afk  each  other  the  queftion  •,  at  leaft  a 
young  woman  may  give  intimation  that  fhe 
defires  fuch  a  one  for  her  hulband,  whereas 

F  4  decency 
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decency  forbids  an  European  woman  from 
•making  the  leaft  overture.  When  they 
ll!e  Eatisfied  of  one  another’s  inclinations, 
and  are  agreed  upon  the  matter,  they  mar¬ 
ry  without  any  farther  delay;  and  every 
gueft  t Hat  is  invited  to  the  wedding  brings 
a  prelent  confifcing  of  axes,  {tone,  knives, 
maiz,  eggs,  fruits,  fowls,  hamocks,  and 
cottonac,  which  they  leave  at  the  entrance 
ot  the  hut,  and  withdraw  till  fuch  time  as 
the  ceremony  of  making  the  prefent  is 
ended.  After  this  the  marriage  ceremony 
is  begun,  the  form  of  which  is  as  follows  : 
the  bridegroom,  at  the  door  of  the  hut, 
prefents  each  of  the  guells  with  a  great 

gourd-bottle  full  of  chicaly,  which  is  the 
drink  of  thefe  favages.  All  the  guefts, 
not  excepting  even  the  little  children,  drink 
in  this  manner  at  the  door*,  then  enter  the 
fathers  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom,  hold¬ 
ing  their  children.  The  bridegroom’s  fa¬ 
ther  then  harangues  the  aflembly,  holding 
in  his  right  hand  a  bow  and  arrow,  with 
the  point  turn’d  towards  them  :  after  that 
he  dances  and  makes  a  thoufand  antick 

poftures. 
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poftures,  which  throw  him  into  To  violent 
a  fweat,  that  he  is  at  length  obliged  to  de- 
fift  through  wearinels.  When  the  dance  is 
over  he  kneels  do wn  and  prefents  his  fon 
to  the  bride,  whofe  father,  in  the  like  atti¬ 
tude,  holds  alfo  his  daughter  by  the  hand  ^ 
but  the  bride’s  father  is  obliged  to  dance 
in  his  turn  before  he  kneels  down.  No 
fooner  are  the  compliments  over  on  both 
Tides,  than  the  brideman  and  his  attend¬ 
ants,  run  to  the  fields  with  their  hatchets  in 
their  hands,  leaping  and  fkipping,  in  or¬ 
der  to  cut  down  the  trees  which  cover  the 
ground  where  the  new-married  couple  are 
to  lodge  ;  and  whilft  the  men  are  thus  em¬ 
ployed,  the  bride-maids  alfo  go  there. 
The  bride’s  father  watches  her  for  a  week 
in  the  apartment  where  he  lies. --Is  this  to 
be  aferibed  to  paternal  affection  or  the 
bride’s  unwillingnefs,  who  cannot  prevail 
upon  herfelf  to  rufh  boldly  into  the  arms  of 
a  man  ? — Authors  give  us  no  information 
upon  this  head  *  but,  be  that  as  it  will, 
fhe  is  a  week  after  delivered  up  to  her  huf- 
band. 

F  5  The 
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T.  he  fubjeftion  of  their  wives  is  excel- 
five,  as  we  have  already  obferv’d ; 
but  as  they  have  no  knowlege  of  any  con¬ 
dition  preferable  to  their  own,  they  fhould 
not  be  thought  more  unhappy  upon  that 
account.  Polygamy  is  not  capable  of  cauf- 
ing  the  leaft  difturbance  in  the  breaft  of  an 
American  wife ;  thofe  of  Darien  and  Pana- 

l 

ma,  not  only  employ  themfelves  in  domef- 
tick  affairs,  but  alfo  in  ploughing,  digging, 
and  grubbing  up  the  ground ;  in  lowing 
maiz,  in  planting  and  pruning  the  trees. 
Thefe  employments  feem  too  rough  for 
women,  but  there  is  no  room  for  a  doubt 
that  women  underwent  fuch  toils  in  the 
early  ages  of  the  world,  and  it  is  well 
known  that  habit  is  a  fecond  nature. 

The  women  of  America  have  no  idea 
of  gluttony  or  excels^  cards,  balls  and  maf- 
querades,  in  which  European  ladies  take 
fuch  high  delight,  are  utterly  unknown  to 
them.  5Tis  probable  they  would  think 
that  way  of  life  as  laborious  as  our  wives 
would  think  ploughing,  or  following  a 

hufband 
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a  hufband  to  the  field.  Tho’  the  women 
of  the  ifthmus  of  Panama,  are  obliged  to 
do  every  fort  of  fervile  drudgery,  whether 
in  the  houfe  or  the  field,  and  may  ju fitly  be 
looked  upon  as  the  flaves  of  their  hufbands  ; 
they  acquit  themfelves  of  every  duty,  with 
fo  much  expedition  and  chearfulnefs,  that 
one  would  be  apt  to  think  it  choice,  not 
neceffity.  They  are,  generally  fpeaking, 
complailant  and  obliging,  elpecially  to 
ftrangers,  on  whom  they  often  bellow  thofe 
favours  to  which  their  hufbands  only  have 
a  right.  The  women  are  very  dutiful  and 
obedient  to  their  hufbands,  who  in  return, 
are  equally  tender  and  alfeflionate. 
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C  H  A  P.  XX. 


Of  the  marriages  of  the  Javages  of  New 

Grenada . 


t  I'^HESE  favages.  are  as  favourable  to 
polygamy  as  any  people  of  America, 
but  they  do  not  marry  in  thofe  degrees  of 
confanguinity  which  are  forbidden  by  the 
law  of  nature  :  a  brother,  for  example, 
sever  marries  his  fifter.  The  Caciques  have 
the  privilege  of  marrying  a  confiderabie 
number  of  wives,  and  the  children  of  his 
favourite  wife  are  looked  upon  as  the  true 
and  lawful  heirs. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 

Of  the  marriages  of  the  Bramins. 

IT  is  the  firft  care  of  thofe  Bramins  that 
have  fons,  to  marry  them  in  their  early 
youth  ;  fuch  as  are  wealthy  and  opulent  are 
more  impatient  to  fee  their  fons  married 
than  the  poor :  but  thofe  of  the  three  firft 
calls,  delay  marrying  them  till  fuch  time 
as  they  have  received  the  Dftandhem.  Thofe 
of  the  firft  are  obliged  to  chufe  young  wo¬ 
men  that  have  not  yet  the  marks  of  pu¬ 
berty.  The  parents  of  fuch  young  girls 
as  have  them  before  marriage,  do  their  ut- 
moft  to  conceal  that  circumftance,  for  fear 
it  fhould  be  an  obftrudtion  to  their  ever 
being  married :  but,  when  parents  are  ap- 
prehenfive  of  this,  they  provide  for  their 
fons  girls  (till  younger. 


This 


[  no  ] 

This  cuftom  is  not  as  ftridtly  obferved 
amongft  the  Settreas  as  the  Bramins ;  but 
thofe  wlio  conform  themfelves  to  it  are  al¬ 
ways  fure  of  meeting  with  a  particular 
refpedt.  Omens  are  always  confidered  with 
the  molt  exadt  attention  by  a  Bramin,  who 
afks  a  young  woman  in  marriage  for  his 
fon.  He  makes  it  a  rule  to  defer  the  bufi- 
nefs  to  another  day,  when  the  prefages 
happen  not  to  be  favourable;  he  again 
puts  it  off  if  the  fecond  fign  does  not 
prove  more  aufpicious ;  but  he  lays  afide 
all  thoughts  of  the  match  when  this  hap¬ 
pens  a  third  time,  being  firmly  perfuaded 
that  it  cannot  choofe  but  be  unhappy. 
When  a  Bramin  is  going  upon  fuch  an  af¬ 
fair,  he  looks  upon  it  as  a  very  bad  omen, 
even  to  hear  the  name  of  a  ierpent ;  but 
he  entirely  relinquifhes  it  if  he  fhould 
happen  to  fee  one. 

Avery  extraordinary  cuftom  prevails 
amongft  the  Veinojas,  and  that  is  the  melt¬ 
ing  down  a  half-pagod  or  half-ducat  of 
gold :  ’tis  looked  upon  as  a  lucky  omen 

when 
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when  the  gold,  thus  melted  down,  ap¬ 
pears  with  a  Aiming  hue,  but  they  change 
their  refolutions  when  it  happens  to  be 
dull;  the  Bramins,  however,  look  upon 
this  kind  of  augury  as  ridiculous. 

When  a  young  woman  is  fought  for  in 
marriage,  her  father  defires  to  fee  his  fu¬ 
ture  fon-in-law,  and  then  makes  an  enqui¬ 
ry  into  his  fubftance.  He  gives  him  leave 
to  vifit  her  in  prefence  of  her  parents,  if 
matters  turn  out  to  his  fatisfadtion.  If  the 
young  couple  happen  to  like  each  other 
they  are  married  directly. 

When  the  Soudras  marry  their  daugh¬ 
ters  they  exact  a  certain  fum  of  money 
from  the  lover,  over-and-above  his  bar¬ 
gain;  and  becaufe  they  are  unwilling  to 
have  it  thought  they  fell  their  daughters, 
they  call  this  a  gift.  A  fortunate  day  is 
chofen  as  foon  as  the  parties  are  agreed, 
for  the  lucky  and  unlucky  days  are  fet 
down  in  the  calender  of  this  people. 
Then  the  relations  on  bath  fides  meet  and 
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pei  foi  m  a  ceremony,  which  anfwers  to  our 
bethrothings.  The  father  of  the  bride  pre¬ 
fers  Bethel  to  the  relations  of  the  bride¬ 
groom,  and  declares  to  the  company  that 
he  has  given  his  daughter  to  --1ST. —  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  famdy  ot  the  perfons  prelent. 
When  this  is  done,  the  bridegroom’s  rela¬ 
tions  give  Bethel  to  thofe  of  the  bride,  when 
they  make  the  fame  declaration,  and  call 
thofe  who  are  prefent  to  wit.nefs :  this  be¬ 
ing  perform’d  the  couple  are  married,  pro¬ 
vided  it  be  a  proper  fealon  of  the  year,  for 
marriages  are  not  lawful  in  all  feafons. 
The  months  of  February,  May,  June, 
October,  and  the  beginning  of  November, 
are  fet  apart  for  the  celebration  of  this 
ceremony,  as  alfo  certain  Hated  hours  in 
thefe  months ;  all  which  they  obferve  very 
carefully.  They  kindle  the  fire  Hornam 
with  the  wood  of  Ravafitow,  when  the 
time  for  confummating  the  marriage  is 
come.  TheBramin  pronounces  the  bene¬ 
diction,  and  then  the  bridegroom  takes  three 
handfuls  of  rice,  and  throws  it  on  the 
bride’s  head,  who  does  the  fame  by  him. 

The 
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The  bride’s  father  thereupon  clothes  her 
in  a  drefs  fuited  to  his  condition,  and 
wafnes  the  bridegroom’s  feet,  whilft  the 
bride’s  mother  pours  out  the  water.  This 
being  done,  the  father  puts  his  daughter’s 
hand  in  his  own,  puts  water  into  it,  forne 
pieces  of  money,  and,  giving  it  to  the  bride¬ 
groom,  fays  at  the  fame  time,  “  I  now 
“  confign  you  to  the  power  of  another,  and 
“  claim  no  further  authority  over  you.55 

The  tali,  which  is  a  ribbon  with  a  gold¬ 
en  head  hanging  to  it,  is  kept  in  readinefs, 
and,  being  fhewn  to  the  company,  fome 
prayers  and  benedictions  are  pronounced ; 
after  which  the  bridegroom  takes  it  and  hangs 
it  about  the  bride’s  neck.  This  knot  is 
what  fecures  him  the  pofieflion  of  her,  for 
before  the  tying  on  of  the  tali,  all  the 
other  ceremonies  might  have  been  ren¬ 
der’d  ineffectual  ;  for  it  has  fometimes. 
happened  that,  when  the  bridegroom  was 
going  to  fix  it  on,  the  bride’s  father  has 
difcover’d  his  difiatisfaftion  at  the  bride¬ 
groom’s  girt,  whereupon  another  making 
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a  more  confiderable  offer,  has  carried  her 
ofr  with  the  father’s  confent :  but  the  mar¬ 
riage  becomes  indiffoluble  the  moment  the 
tali  is  put  on,  and  upon  the  death  of  the 
hufband  the  tali  is  burnt  with  him,  to  fig- 
nify  that  the  marriage- bands  are  broken. 
The  whole  marriage  ceremony  concludes 
w^h  an  entertainment,  which  the  bride’s 
father  gives  to  their  common  friends  ;  dur¬ 
ing  the  five  days  of  this  feftivity  alms  are 
given  to  the  poor,  and  the  fire  Hornam  is 
kept  in. 

On  the  feventh  day  the  new-married 
couple  fet  out  for  the  bridegroom’s  houfe, 
to  which  they  frequently  go  by  torch-light. 
The  bride  and  bridegroom  are  carried  in  a 
fedan,  and  pafs  through  the  chief  ftreets  of 
the  city,  attended  by  their  friends,  who 
accompany  them  on  horfeback  or  mounted 
on  elephants.  If  the  bride’s  tender  age 
makes  confummation  impoffible,  her  rela¬ 
tions  don’t  leave  her  above  three  or  four 
days  in  her  hufband’s  houfe,  which  being 
expired  fhe  is  brought  back  to  that  of  her 

father  ^ 
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father  ;  but  if  ilie  is  arrived  at  puberty  fhe 
ftays  with  her  hufband. 

The  Bramins,  or  children  of  the  Bra- 
mins,  no  longer  go  by  that  name  when 
they  are  married,  but  afiume  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  Grahaftas,  and  on  that  occafion  they 
add  three  firings  more  to  the  dfandem, 
which  is  a  kind  of  little  fhouldei  -  belt  made 
of  three  firings,  each  of  which  has  nine 
threads  of  cotton,  which  the  Bramins  only 
are  allow’d  to  wear.  5Tis  to  be  oblerv’d, 
that  a  child  is  not  looked  upon  as  a  Bramin 
hill  after  he  has  received  this  belt  in  form. 
They  are  obliged  to  increafe  the  dfandem 
in  the  above  manner  every  ten  years,  and 
at  the  birth  of  every  child  :  but  though  the 
vedam  flriclly  enjoins  this  obfervance,  they 
often  negledl  it. 

The  Bramins,  who  are  not  allow’d  to 
go  with  their  flomachs  bare,  think  them 
fufficiently  covered  when  they  have  got 
thefe  firings  on.  The  above-mention¬ 
ed  think  it  below  the  dignity  of  their 

cha- 
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‘  Sadler  to  marry  women  of  another  caff; 
not  but  thatfomeof  them,  when  they  hap¬ 
pen  to  fall  in  love,  marry  women  of  an 
imctior  caff,  when  diflatisfied  with  their 
holier  s  choice.  But  their  marrying  a  wo¬ 
man  or  the  caff  of  the  Soudras,  or  common 
people,  is  thought  to  be  fo  criminal  an  ac¬ 
tion,  that  if  a  Bramin  happens  to  have  any 
children  by  fuch  a  one,  he  is  excluded 
heaven  as  long  as  that  unworthy  race  con¬ 
tinues  upon  earth. 

Tis  recorded  in  their  Poranes  or  Chro¬ 
nicles,  that  the  Bramin  Sandragoupeti  Na- 
raia  was  feized  with  the  deepeft  afflidtlon 
when  his  fon  Barthroukem,  whom  he  had 
had  by  a  wife  of  the  caff  of  the  Soudras, 
had  married  three  hundred  wives,  conclud¬ 
ing  that  their  numerous  defendants  would 
deprive  him  of  celeftial  blifs  for  a  long  fe- 
ries  of  years.  Inceft  is  one  of  the  five  fins 
that  are  pardoned  with  moft  difficulty. 

I  he  vedam,  which  has  the  fame  authority 
among  thde  people  as  the  bible  among 
us,  condemns  the  man  guilty  of  it,  to 

lofe 
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loie  the  parts  with  which  he  committed  the 
crime  ;  and  as  they  will  not  fuffer  the 
wound  to  be  dr e fifed,  the  operation  is  al¬ 
ways  followed  by  death;  but  the  woman 
efcapes  with  impunity,  it  being  taken  for 
granted  that  flie  was  feduced  by  the  man. 

The  degrees  of  confanguinity  among 
them,  are  pretty  nearly  the  fame  as  amongft 
us,  excepting  that  they  allow  the  marrying 
of  two  fillers.  They  make  a  diftinftion 
between  coufin-germans  and  nieces  :  a  man 
may  marry  the  daughter  of  his  aunt  by  the 
father’s  fide,  or  their  filler’s  daughter  :  but 
were  they  to  marry  their  unckle’s  daughter 
by  the  father’s  fide,  or  their  brother’s 
daughter,  the  marriage  would  be  look’d 
upon  as  inceftuous.  The  Soudras,  who 
are  lels  fcrupulous  upon  this  head,  marry 
their  brother  or  fillers  daughter  indiffer¬ 
ently.  As  polygamy  is  permitted  by  the 
vedam,  that  article  is  left  to  the  difcretion 
of  the  four  caftes,  and  mention  is  made  in 
the  Poranes  of  feveral  Bramins,  whofe  re¬ 
putation  received  no  blemifh  from  a  plu¬ 
rality 
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rality  of  wives.  When  the  Bramins  marry, 
the  people  have  notice  of  the  wedding- 
day  by  a  pandal,  which  is  a  kind  of  arbour 
or  bower,  raifed  before  the  door  of  young 
married  people. 

When  a  Bramin  finds  that  his  wife  has 
violated  her  conjugal  fidelity,  he  has  it  in 
his  power  to  confine  her  at  home,  but  muff 
take  care  to  keep  his  dilgrace  iecret  from 
the  world.  Some  rather  choofe  to  diffem- 
ble  an  affair  of  this  nature,  and  guard  a- 
gainft  it  for  the  future,  efpecially  if  they 
love  their  wives,  and  are  abfolutely  bent 
upon  enjoying  them.  But  when  once  the 
crime  becomes  the  objedt  of  public  noto¬ 
riety,  the  other  Bramins  confider  the  houfe 
as  polluted,  and  refufe  to  eat  or  even  to 
enter  into  it ;  in  which  cafe  the  huf- 
,band  prepares  a  fe aft,  and  invites  the  Bra¬ 
mins  and  Sansjafiis  to  partake  of  it.  5Tis 
proper  to  explain,  in  this  place,  the  term 
Sansjafiis  *,  it  is  the  name  of  a  very  auftere 
fedt:  *,  thofe  who  are  of  it  affedt  a  much 
greater  abltinence  than  the  other  Bramins, 

ab- 
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abftainlng  from  marriage,  betel,  and  all 
pleaiures  in  general :  they  make  but  one 
meal  a  day,  and  live  on  alms.  The  Bra- 
mins  then,  and  Sansjafiis  being  invited, 
the  adulterefs  waits  upon  the  guefts  on 
this  occafion  :  and  when  once  the  Bramins 
have  vouchfafed  to  take  any  victuals  from 
her,  the  reft  of  the  company  make  no 
fcruple  to  follow  their  example  :  and  when 
this  is  done,  the  hufband  is  allowed  to 
keep  his  wife  as  before,  without  incurring 
any  infamy. 
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CHAP.  XXII. 


Marriage  Ceremonies  of  the  Chinefe . 


^  |  ^  PI  E  Chinefe  obftrve  a  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  cuftom  in  their  marriages  : 
previoufly  to  the  folemnization  of  their 
nuptials,  they  put  on  mourning,  and  ab- 
ftain  from  all  manner  of  gay  amufements 
for  three  days.  Their  reafon  for  obferving 
this  cuftom  is  as  follows  ;  the  Chinefe  look 
upon  the  marriage  of  their  children  as  a 
fymbol  or  reprefentation  of  their  own 
death,  becaufe  they  then  become  their  fuc- 
ceffors,  as  it  were,  by  anticipation.  The 
friends  and  relations  of  the  father,  pay 
him  no  compliments  on  this  occafion;  and 
in  cafe  they  make  him  any  prefents,  never 
fay  a  word  concerning  the  intended  nup¬ 
tials.  We  are  farther  inform’d,  that  the 
Chinefe  marry  their  children  in  a  very  ten¬ 
der 
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-derage,  and  without  regard  to  the  inclina¬ 
tions  of  either  of  the  parties :  nay,  they  a  e 
fo  me  times  contra&ed  on  their  birth-days, 
and  obliged  to  fulfil  the  contra6l  as  foon  as 
'they  come  of  age. 


We  are  inform’d  by  Oentil,  in  his  tra¬ 
vels  into  China,  that  intimate  friends, 
whole  wives  are  with  child,  often  cnoaoe 

’  o  o 

’themfelves,  by  a  folemn  proilnife,  to  inter¬ 
marry  their  future  eff-fpring,  unlefs  they 
fhould  happen  to  prove  of  the  fame  Tex.  To 
this  he  adds,  that-the  folemnity  of  die  pro- 
mife  confifts  in  tearingtheir  garments  aiun- 
der,  and  interchangeably  delivering  a  part 
'thereof  one  te  the  other.  The  two  fathers 
Taft,  and  make  a  private  offering  to  the 
■fouls  of  their  anceftors,  as  foon  as  ever  this 
marriage  treaty  commences.  ’Tis  uncom¬ 
mon  amongft  people  of  condition  to  buy 
and  fell  wives,  but  very  frequent  amongft 
thole  of  the  lower  fort :  the  former  always 
attach  themfelves  to  one  lawful  wife,  and 
her  they  choofe  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  fnoft 
fuitable  to  the  married  ftate.  Their  pur- 
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chafed  wives,  miftreffes,  and  concubines, 
are  only  look’d  upon  as  fervants  to  this 
.governefs,  or  head  of  the  family.  The 
title  of  mother  belongs  to  her  alone,  and 
it  is  for  her  death  alone  that  the  children 
of  the  others  go  into  mourning. 

*  *  '  '  T 

We  are  told  in  Purchas’s  Ex  tracks  of  Voy¬ 
ages,  that  the  wives  of  inferior  rank  raife 
iftue  for  their  miftreffes,  juft  as  the  hand¬ 
maids  did  amongft  the  antient  patriarchs, 
.whole  wives  fuffered  them  to  be  deliver’d 
upon  their  laps.  T  he  concubines  of  China, 
arc  made  ufe  of  to  propagate  the  family, 
•which  end  being  anfwered,  they  are  liable 
;to  be  treated  by  the  lawful  wife  as  Hagar 
.was  by  Sarah.  We  are  farther  inform’d, 
that  the  father  of  a  family,  when  he  finds 
himfelf  over-burthened  by  children,  and 
•does  not  care  todiminifh  his  frock  of  wives, 
makes  no  fcruple  of  felling  the  former  for 
flaves,  as  we  do  cattle.  Some  parents, 
indeed,  as  foon  as  they  find  themfelves  in 
circumftances,  redeem  their  childien,  be¬ 
ing  poffets’d  or  a  privilege  of  lepuichafing 
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them  at  the  price  for  which  they,  fold 
them. 


i-O  ' 


’Txs  cuftomary  amongft  the  Chinefe  for 
a  youth,  who  makes  overtures  to  a  young 
woman  and  meets  with  fuccefs,  to  make 
the  bride’s  father  a  prefent  proportioned  to 
his  circumftances.  It  has  been  thought  by 
feme,  that  the  univerfal  report  of  travel¬ 
lers  that  the  Chinefe  are  accti domed  to- 
buy  their  wives,  may  have  owed  its  rife  fo¬ 
rms  practice.  ’  i  is,  however,  general  y 
acknowleged  that  the  Chinefe  fathers  re¬ 
quire  fome  depofit  when  they  diinofe  of 
their  daughters.  The  bride’s,  father  is, 
likewile  obliged  to  give  her  fome  houfehold- 
goods  and  a  fum  of  money,  according  to 
his  abilities,  befides  fervants  to  attend  her, 
which  may  be  looked  upon  as  an  equivalent 
for  the  purchafe  money  paid  him  by  the 
bridegroom.  Tire  lover  makes  his  miltreis 
a  prefent  of  fome  jewels,  and  other  things  . 
01  value,  after  thele  previous  Heps,  which 
may  be  properly  look’d  upon  as  the  plight- 
i  ng  their  troth  to  each  other,  have  been 
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taken.  When  fhe  has  told  him  her  name, 
aftrologers  have  recourfe  to  the  fecrets  of 
their  arts,  in  order  to  choofe  an  aufpicious 
day  for  the  celebration  of  the  nuptials.  All 
the  effects  of  the  bride  are  carried  out  of 
her  father’s  houfe,  in  a  folemn  and  public 
manner,  on  the  wedding-eve* 

To  conclude  :  the  bridegroom,  on  his 
wedding-day,  goes  out  to  meet  the  bride, 
who  is  carried  in  a  fort  of  litter.  In  fome 
provinces  fituated  towards  the  fouth,  the 
bridegroom  fends  a  chair  to  his  bride  in  the 
night-time  this  chair,  which  opens  on  the 
outfide,  is  attended  by  ieveral  friends  and 
relations,  all  plentifully  provided  with 
lan thorn s  and  flambeaux. 

Amongst  thefe  ceremonies  of  the  Chi- 
pefe,  there  is  one  worthy  of  notice ;  and 
that  is,  that  as  foon  as  the  bride  quits  her 
own  mother  fhe  is  clofe  locked  up  in  this 
cli  ir,  die  key  of  which  is  fent  diredtly  to 
her  mother-in-law,  who,  upon  the  bride’s 
arrival  at  the  bridegroom’s  houfe,  opens 

the 


[  ] 

the  chair,  and  prefents  the  lady  to  her  fan. 
The  following  ceremony  is  no  Ids  re¬ 
markable  :  when  the  priefbs  behold  the 
bride  at  a  diftance,  they  fhew  her  feveral 
golden  plates  fhaped  like  half  moons  theft* 
they  prefent  to  her,  wifhing  at  the  fame 
time,  that  ilie  may  not  prove  as  fickle  and 
inconftant  as  the  planet  they  reprefent. 
The  Chinefe  have  great  faith  in  thefb 
baubles,  and  flatter  themfclves  that  they 
are  endued  with  a  virtue  capable  of  fecur- 
ing  to  them  the  love  and  affection  of  their 
wives.  After  this  the  new-married  couple 
repair  to  fome  pagod,  where  falling  upon 
their  knees  before  the  images  of  their  an- 
ceftors,  they  pay  them  a  kind  of  religious 
adoration-,  they  from  thence  withdraw  to 
a  feparate  apartment,  in  order  to  pav  their 
filial  refpeets  to  their  parents,  as  their  duty 
requires.  The  bride  is  then  conducted  by 
her  mother-in-law  and  attendants  to  the 
chamber  prepared  for  her,  where  fhe  is  to 
live  retired  from  the  fight  of  all  mankind 
but  her  hufband.  She  is  furnifhed  with 
feveral  flinging  birds,  and  agreeable  lap- 
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clogs,  to  am ufe  her  in  this  retirement. 
"I  is  iaid  that  the  emperor  of  China  caufes 
the  lac iy,  whom  he  intends  to  honour  as 
a  bride,  to  be  ftriCtly  examined  by  the 
moft  fkilful  matrons:  it  is  not  enough 
tiiat  Hie  be  young,  virtuous,  adhve,  witty, 
and  beautiful.  Thefe  experienced  exami¬ 
ners  furvey  her  naked  from  head  to  foot, 
and  pry  into  her  moft  concealed  qualifica¬ 
tions.  And  when  they  have  made  an  ac¬ 
curate  ferutiny  into  all  her  defeats  and  per¬ 
fections,  they  make  her  run  till  the  is  hot 
and  almoft  out  of  breath,  that  they  may 
form  a  right  judgement  of  the  good  or  ill 
quality  of  her  fweat :  fince,  ftiould  it  have 
an  offenfive  feent,  it  would  be  fufficient  to 
disqualify  the  lady  for  the  honour  intend¬ 
ed  her. 

There  is  fomething,  no  lefs  remarkable, 
in  the  manner  of  beftowing  a  hufband  on  a 
princefs  of  the  blood  royal.  When  the  is 
to  be  married,  twelve  young  gentlemen, 
oi  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  are  chofen  ; 
thefe  mu  ft  be  endued  with  the  higheft  de¬ 
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gree  of  fprightlinefs  and  adtivity.  The 
princefs  is  concealed  in  an  apartment  of  tlie 
palace,  to  which  thefe  candidates  are 
brought :  flie  is  at  leafure  to  fee  and  iurvey 
them  without  the  lead  danger  of  being 
feen  or  interrupted  in  her  examination. 
At  laft  fhe  pitches  upon  two  of  them, 
whom  fhe  caufes  to  be  prefented  to  the 
emperor,  that  his  imperial  majefty  may  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  nominate  one  of  them 
for  his  fon  in  law.  In  this  country,  there- 
fore,  a  young  gentleman  who  has  received 

J  J  OO 

f  •  r  •  •  *  '  _ 

extraordinary  endowments  from  nature, 

has  good  grounds  to  entertain  hopes  of 
advancing  his  fortune  fooner  or  later. 
5Tis  not  fo  eafy  to  determine  whether  the' 
Roman  ladies,  who,  if  we  may  believe 
Juvenal  and  Petronius,  were  experienced 
judges  in  the  fame  way,  had  likew’le  the 
liberty  to  examine  the  fhape  and  features 
of  their  lovers ;  or  whether  they  had  any 
other  expedient  which  might  anfwer  this 
purpofe,  as  well  as  this  cuftom  eftablifhed 
in  favour  of  the  Chinefe  princefles.  All 
that  is  known  concerning  them  is,  that 
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tneir  tafte  was  in  general  very  juft,,  and  tkatc 
they  paid  very  well  for  the  choice  they  made. 
This  is  evident  from  that  paffage  of  Juve¬ 
nal.  who  tells  us,  that  many  men  in  his 
time,  made  fortunes  by  their  conceal’d 
abilities.  Thus  infatyr 

£$uem  tulit  ad  curium  vet  alar  vcjica  beat<e. 

And  again. 

Cum  te  fummoveant  qui  i  eft  amenta  nr  even  l  ur 
ncriibus. 

#  i  *  .  .  , 

But,  upon  mature  deliberation,  the  right*, 
and  privileges  of  the  Chinefe  princelfes  can¬ 
not  properly  be  compared  to  the  Roman 
pra&ice,  nor  to  thofe  difcoveries  which 
fome  ladies  in  France,  and  elfewhere,  have 
made  amongft  their  valets  and  coachmen  ; 
after  having  made  a  review  of  all  their  gal¬ 
lants  from  the  king  down  to  the  porter. 

D  apper  informs  us,  that  the  Chinefe  are  , 
not  allow’d  to  marry  whiift  they  are  in 
mourning  for  their  parents  ;  and-  when  a 
hidden  and  unexpected  death  happens  in  a 

family. 
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family,  it  puts  a  flop  to  all  former  engage¬ 
ments-,  fo  that  a  man  who  is  even  betroth¬ 
ed  or  folemly  prom ifed,  in  cafe  of  the  death 
of  his  father  or  mother,  is  obliged  to  defer 
the  marriage  till  the  mourning  be  over. 
Hence  it  often  times  comes  to  pafs  that, 
after  the  corps  of  the  deceafed  has  been  in- 
terr’d  (which  is  not  till  feveral  months 
after  his  death)  and  the  time  of  mourning 

is  expired,  the  relations  of  the  party  pro¬ 
mised  give  the  young  lady  a  free  liberty  in 
writing  to  marry  whoever  fhe  thinks  pro¬ 
per  :  the  relations  of  the  intended  bride 
feldom  make  any  new  treaty  till  the  time 
of  mourning  is  elapfed.  They  then  write 
to  the  young  gentleman,  and  give  him  an 
invitation  to  renew  his  former  engage¬ 
ments:-  if  he  denies  this  the  young  lady  is 
abfolutely  diicharged. 

« 

BoTH  fexes  are  alike  obliged  by  the  law. 
Good  manners  and  decorum  are  fo  much 
attended  to  by  them,  that  it  is  confidered 
as  a  crime  to  marry  whilft  any  near  relation 
is  in  prifon*,  and  he  who  breaks  this  law, 
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is  obnoxious  to  the  fame  punifhment  as  an 


unnatural  and  inhuman  fon.  Their  widows 
are  at  liberty  to  marry  again.  However 
ladies  of  quality,  tho’  ever  fo  young  and 
gay,  dare  feldom  attempt  a  fecond  alliance. 
fi  hey  are  obliged  to  give  a  proof  of  their 
virtue,  by  living  retired  with  their  fathers- 
in-law  in  the  flavifh  Hate  of  celibacy. 
How  unreafonable  is  this  point  of  honour, 
which  Hides  the  voice  of  nature  in  a  widow 
whofe  inclinations  correfpond  with  her 
warmeft  dictates!  If,  indeed,  the  inftinft 
by  which  one  fex  is  prompted  to  wifh  for 
the  fociety  of  the  other,  could  be  totally 
eradicated  by  the  lofs  of  a  hufband,  the 
fituation  of  fuch  a  woman  would  feem 
lefs  deplorable.  There  is,  however,  fome 
reafon  to  imagine,  that  their  cafe  is  com- 
pafTionatcd  by  fome  charitable  and  well- 
difpofed  perfons. 


We  are  inform’d,  moreover,  that  a  young 
lady  feldom  cares  to  marry  a  widower. 
A  hufband  has  power  not  only  to  put  away 
his  wife  when  guilty  of  adultery,  but  to 
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difpofe  of  her  to  whom  he  pleafes,  and  buy 
another.  He  is  not,  however,  allowed  to 
expofe  her  to  fale  without  very  good  rea- 
fons:  and  if  he  fhou’d  prefume  fo  to  do, 
both  buyer  and  feller  are  obnoxious  to  a 
fevere  punifhment-,  but  this,-  notwithiland- 

J 

ing,  the  firft  hufband  is  under  no  obligation 
to  take  her  again. 

Though  the  Chinefe  have  been  thought 
to  carry  their  jealoufy  a  great  length,  they 
have  one  cuftom  which  fee  ms  to  be  a  re¬ 
markable  exception  to  it  •,  and  that  is,  that 
fome  of  them  marry  with  no  other  intent 
but  to  be  complaifant  hufbands  ;  and  thefe, 
if  we  may  believe  Father  le  Comte,  arc  fo 
eafy  and  indulgent,  that  they  give  their 
wives  free  liberty  to  grant  the  lafl  favour 
to  whoever  they  think  proper  :  nay,  that  is 
the  very  condition  upon  which  they  marry, 
and  thole  of  the  fraternity  (for  there  is  a 
fraternity,  of  this  nature  eftabliihed  in 
China)  have  no  right  to  hinder  any  liber¬ 
tine  from  frequenting  their  houfes,  and 
cuckolding  them  at  pleafure.  Thefe  fa- 
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milies,  however,  are-  fo  much  difpifed, 
and  fo  notoriously  fcandalous  in.-  China, 
that  then  children  can  never  hope  for  pro¬ 
motion,  or  be  put  into  the  poffieffion  of 
any  public  office  whatfoever,  let  their  merit 
and  talents  be  everfo  great. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 

Marriage  Ceremomes  of  the  Perfians.. 

INCEST  was  formerly  not  merely  to¬ 
lerated,  but  authorifed  amongft  the 
clergy  of  Perfia  by  the  Magi.  Dr.  Pri- 
deaux,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  Jews,  informs, 
us,  that  fuch  of  the  facerdotal  tribe  as  were 
{prung  from  a  fon  married  to  his  mother, 
were  looked  upon  as  moft  worthy  to^ 
be  advanced  to  ecclefiaftical  dignities  and 
preferments.  This  Lucretius  expreifes  in* 
the  following  verfe 

•  V  -  . 

Nam  magus ■  ex  matre ,  &  nato  gignatur  • 
oportet ; 

• 

In  this  Zoroafter  afted  the  part  of  a  politi¬ 
cian,  knowing  that  the  Perfian  monarchs 
-  had  a  ftrong  inclination  that  way,  and' 
therefore  he  countenanced  the  profecution 

of 


■ 


Sjy, 


L  13+  J 

‘  ,  ■ 

of  fuch  amours,  the  better  to  eftablifh  his 
intended  reformation,  as  this  piece  of 
complaifance  could  not  fail  of  foo thine- 
their  confciences,  when  they  found  them- 
felves  allow  d  to  gratify  their  favourite 

if  f"  ?‘  «f  *  f 

paffions  by  the  precepts  of  their  religion. 

The  priefts  are  at  prefent  allowed  to 
marry  but  one  wife,  unlefs  Hie  prove  bar¬ 
ren  :  when  that  happens  it  is  lawful  for 
them  to  take  another,"  in  order  to  have 
iffue,  but  that  not  without  the  approbation 
and  confent  of  the  firft  wife. 

f  ?  -  r  ~  *  %  t 

■  • 

If  wc  may  be  allow’d  to  form  a  judg¬ 
ment  for  Perfian  wive's,  from  the  conduct 
of  thofe  of  Europe,  we  vmay  reafonably 
conclude,  that  few  of  them  -are  fo  good- 
natured  as  to  forego  their  conjugal  right 

in  favour  of  another,  under  the  fpecious 

-  k  •  -  •  '  \  .  .. 

pretence  of  their  own  barrennefs. 


;  x  ^  ’  r 

The  Gaures  or  Guebres,  the  etymolo¬ 
gical  fenfe  of  which  term  is  infidels  or  un¬ 
believers  was  the  name  given  to  thofe 

who 
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v,ho  retained  the  religion  of  the  Magi-; 

A  * 

when  after  the  defeat  of  Ycfdezerd,  the 
lafl  Perfian  monarch  who  profefled  it,  the 
Mahometan  caliphs  refolved  to  propagate 
their  own  fuperftition,  by  the  fword  j  the 
Gaures,  I  fay,  are  follicitous  about  nothing 
more  than  getting  a  numerous  offi-fpring. 
This  they  call  adding  numbers  to  the  faith¬ 
ful  ;  and,  according  to  their  belief,  fuch 
increafe  of  their  prolific  (lock  will  be  im¬ 
puted  to  them  as  a  merit,  provided  they 

are  lawfully  begotton. 

•  % 

i  ■  ,  ■  ■  • ..  .  .  •  _  » 

The  Mubads,  or  ecclefiaftical  fuperin- 
tendants,  and  the  Archimagi’s,  or  love- 
reign  pontiffs  of  the  Magi,  are  not  how¬ 
ever  at  liberty  to  marry  a  fecond  wife. 
5Tis  cuftomary  there  to  folemnize  mar¬ 
riages  in  churches  *,  and  after  the  parents  on 
both  fides  have  confented  to  the  match, 
and  fettled  the  bride’s  dowry,  &c.  the 
prieft  who  is  to  perform  the  ceremony, 
ratifies  and  confirms  all  the  marriage  arti¬ 
cles,  and  gives  them  a  bleffing  fuitable  to 
the  occafionj  that  is,  he  wifhes  them  a 

long 
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long  life  and  a  numerous  iffue.  We  need 
not  doubt  but  he  adds  his  prayers  for  the 
long  continuance  of  their  mutual  peace 
and  tranquility.  This  laft  is  an  efiential 
point,  every  married  couple  ought  to  make 
fuch  a  wifh  the  chief  fubj eft  of  their  ejacu¬ 
latory  devotions.  Perhaps,  however,  this 
prayer,  which  muft  be  allow’d  to  be  more 
neceffary  than  any  other  wh  atfo  ever,  may 
be  the  moft  neglefted  of  all. 

To  return  to  our  fuhjeft  *,  when  the 
bride  is  given  to  the  bridegroom,  the  prieft 
throws  grafs  on  both  their  heads,  lights  a 
fire  and,  after  having  tied  the  hems  of  their 
garments  together,  leads  them  round  it  in 
proceffion.  An  elegant  entertainment  and 
amufements  of  various  kinds  accompany  the 
ceremony,  but  the  company  never  exceeds 
the  bounds  of  moderation ;  nobody  drinks 
toexcefs*,  no  fmutty  difcourfe,  nor  inde¬ 
cency  of  any  kind,  is  tolerated.  No  crime 
is  looked  upon  in  a  more  odious  light,  or 
punilhed  more  feverely  than  drunkennefs : 

the. 
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the  perfon  guilty  of  it  is  even  liable  to 
communication.. 

f  * 

Drunkenness  was  ever  held  in  the  ut- 
moft  deteftation  by  tlie  Perfians  •,  infomuch, 
that  the  Sonnies  themfeives  were  not  al- 

J* 

lowed  to  caroufe  and  drink  to  accefs  above 
once  in  a  twelvemonth. 

Lord,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  religion  of  the 
antient  Perfians,  informs  us,  that  the  Gaures 
admit  of  five  different  kinds  of  lawful  marria¬ 
ges.  Firft,  that  of  children  who  are  not  of 
age.  Secondly,  that  of  widowers  with  a  fe- 
condwife.  Thirdly,  that  of  a  man  or  woman 
who  marries  by  choice,  and  without  any 
recommendation  of  friends.  Fourthly* 
that  of  a  young  perfon  who  dies  in  a  ftate 
of  celebacy :  when  that  happens  the  mar¬ 
riage  is  iolemnized  a  fewr  days  after  the 
death  of  the  perfon  *,  it  being  a  received, 
opinion  amongft  the  Gaures,  that  the 
marriage  date  is,  of  all  others,  the  hap- 
pieft  in  the  next  world,  *Tis  prefumed, 
however,  that  earthly  hufbands  will  never 

envy 
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envy  them  the  transports  and  extafies  that 
;xnat  irorn  thence.  Fifthly,  that  of  marriage 
hy  adoption,  which  may  be  properly  fo 
called  when  any  one  ftands  father  to  the 

perlon  adopted,  and  the  perfon  made  choice 
or  tor  her  partner. 

-  -  / '  *  7  ♦  1  *  s  ■ 

.  0.  .  .  j A:.:  yii  >  • •  ;• 

1  he  marriage  is  always  celebrated  very 
late,  generally  about  midnight.  The 
bridegroom  and  the  bride  feat  themfelves 
clofe  by  each  other  on  a  bed,  two  hyf- 
bads,  or  priefts,  fit  over  againft  them,  and 
on  each  fide  of  the  priefts  fit  the  relations 
with  their  hands  full  of  rice,  as  being  the 

O 

T  \  * 

emblem  of  fruitfulnefs.  The  priefb  con¬ 
cerned  for  the  bridegroom,  lays  the  fore 
finger  of  his  right  hand  on  the  bride’s  fore¬ 
head,  and  puts  the  queftion  to  her ;  Wilt 

*■ 

thou  have  this  man  to  be  thy  wedded  huf- 
band  ?  She  anfwers,  Yes  :  and  then  the 
pried  concerned  for  her,  a/ks  the  bride-’ 
groom  whether  he  will  have  her  for  his 
wedded  wife,  who  anfwers  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive.  They  then  join  hands,  and  the 

bride- 
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bridegroom  gives  his  bride  feme  few 
pieces  of  gold  to  confirm  the  contraft, 
and  prove  that  he  will,  for  the  future, 
provide  for  her  upon  all  occafions.  After 
this  a  large  quantity  of  rice  is  ftrew’d  over- 
their  heads.  Then  the  priefts  and  relations 
blefs  them,  and  pray  for  their  health  and 
happinefs.  The  whole  ceremony  is  per¬ 
formed  before  the  fire. 

«  '  ». 

t  *  •  .  * 

The  Sadder,  which  is  an  abridgment 
of  the  Zenda  or  Zendevafta,  a  collection 
of  twelve  volumes,  which  contained  the 
doCtrine  of  Zoroafter  enjoins  them  ex¬ 
prefly  to  marry  very  young,  and  to  take 
to  wife  no  woman  that  is  not  of  their  re¬ 
ligion  :  for  it  is  alledged  that  fuch  will  be 
obedient  to  their  hufbands,  and  afifent  to 
every  thing  they  fay  or  do,  without  mur- 
mer  or  reply. 

Were  it  true  that  paflive  obedience 
and  non-refiftance  are  better  p-raCtifed  by 


wives 


wives 
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among#  the  Gaures  than  in  any 
ether  nation,  it  would,  doubtlefs,  occa- 

fion  a  multitude  of  apSftacies  and  prove 

of  dangerous  confequence  to  the  other 
religions. 


CH  A  P. 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 


Marriage  Ceremonies  of  the  Japanefe . 
HE  Japanefe,  generally  fpeaking, 


JL  marry  but  one  wife;  but  to  make 
up  for  this,  they  are  allowed  to  turn  her  off 
whenever  they  think  proper,  and  that  on 
the  {lighted  and  mod  trivial  occafions. 
Led  fhe  fhould  boad  of  having  enriched 
her  hufoand,  or  accommodated  his  affairs, 
fhe  never  brings  any  fortune ;  fo  great  is 
the  vanity  of  the  Japanefe,  and  fo  nice  are 
they  with  regard  to  punctilios  of  honour, 
Th  ere  is,  notwithdanding,  a  feeming  in- 
eonfidcncyin  their  character,  notwithdand¬ 
ing  the  crofs,  and  other  capital  punifh- 
ments,  to  which  thofe  who  defraud  the 
public  expofe  themfelves.  They  are  fo  verv 
covetous  and  difhoned,  that  they  are  every 
day  detected  in  indirect  practices.  How¬ 


ever, 


ever,  they  feldom  yield  to  the  temptation 

ariling  from  a  wife  with  a  large  fortune. 

»  / 


The  cafe  is  very  different  with  us-,  our 
mimberlefs  necefikies  render  us  craving  and 
avaricious  and  there  are  few  young  fel- 
lows  that  marry  but  might  fay  with 
young  Faihion  in  the  comedy,  Let  us  once 
make  fure  of  the  houfe,  and  then  the  Devil 
may  run  away  with  the  heirefs :  we  only 
fpeak  here  the  fentiments  of  too  many  huf- 
bands,  who  feem  to  regu’ate  their  conduct 
entirely  by  the  maxim  of  Dorimant, 


T  he  wife  will  find  a  difference  in  our  fate, 
You  wed  a  woman,  1  a  good  eftate. 


Thefe  have  feldom  any  other  view  in  mar¬ 
rying  but  to  advance  their  credit  and  re¬ 
putation  in  the  world,  and  gratify  their  own 
inclinations,  without  the  leaf:  regard  for 
their  dear  fpoufes,  whom  they  are  enjoined 
to  refpeft,  love  and  cherifh,  by  gratitude 
as  well  as  religion  :  fnould  a  Japaneft  bride, 
by  accident,  bring  any  money,  or  other 
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valuable  effects,  beftowed  on  her  by  her 
hufband’s  relations,  into  his  houfe,  he  never 
fails  to  return  them  the  next  day. 

~  ■  t  r  r  ■  -  r  ~  ■  t 

Their  divorces  admit  of  feveral  very 
confiderable  exceptions.  ’Tis  not  cufto- 
mary  for  perfons  of  quality  in  Japan  to  put 
away  their  wives  •,  but,  upon  the  lead;  dif- 
guft  received,  they  fuper-add  new  ones  to 
the  nrit,  by  way  of  revenge. 

The  wives  of  Japan  are  faid  to  be  veiy 
tractable  and  complaifant,  and  this  is  thought 
to  be  owing  to  their  dread  of  the  fcandal  of 
being  divorced  or  difrefpedted.  When  a 
wife  d:  (honours  the  marriage -bed,  herhuf- 
band  has  a  privilege  to  put  her  to  death : 
nay,  fo  very  rigid  are  they  upon  this  head, 
that  if  a  wife  be  catched  by  her  hufband  in 
familiar  converfation  with  another  man,  ’tis 
looked  upon  as  criminal,  and  an  adtion 
worthy  of  death:  even  unmarried  ladies, 
at  leaft  fuch  as  have  received  a  fuperior  edu¬ 
cation,  are  fnbjedt  to  the  laws  enabled  a- 
gamft  admtery  and  fornication  :  the  viola¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  their  chaftity  is  not  thought  to  be 
fufficiently  expiated  by  banishment,  con¬ 
finement  to  a  cloifter,  or  even  the  houfe  of 
correction:  thefe  extraordinary  penalties 
put  the  Japanefe  ladies  fo  much  upon  their 
guard,  that  the  praftrce  of  modcfty  becomes? 
habitual  to  them  j  and  fo  great  is  their 
defpair  upon  a  lofs  of  their  honour,  though 
it  fhould  be  even  ravifhed  from  them  by 
force,  that  they  do  not  fcrupie  to  lay  violent 
hands  upon  themfelves. 

The  v/ives  of  their  princes  and  noble¬ 
men  are  confined  to  a  kind  of  feraglio,  but 
not  as  ftridtly  as  amongft  the  Mahometans, 
fince  they  now  and  then  have  leave  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  vilir  from  their  -neared  relations. 
The  matrons  who  attend  thefe  ladies  are 
refponfible  for  their  conduct  and  virtue : 
the  tedioufnels  of  perpetual  confinement  in 
the  feraglio  is,  in  fome  me  afore,  alleviated 
by  a  variety  of  amufements  •,  nothing  ca¬ 
pable  of  pleafing  the  eye,  or  charming  the 
car  and  tafte,  is  denied  the  ladies. 


With 
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With  regard  to  their  nuptial  ceremonies, 
we  are  informed  that  the  Japanele  are  very 
particular  and  exaft  about  the  age  of  the 
bride  and  bridegroom  ;  any  confiderable 
ddfparity  between  them  is  looked  upon  as 
an  unfurmountable  obftacle  to  -the  match. 
They  follow  the  example  of  the  Chinele  in 
making  marriage-contrafls  for  their  chil¬ 
dren  when  very  young,  which  contracts 
they  are  bound  to  fulfil  when  of  a  proper 
age  for  consummation.  When  fuch  con- 
ftraint  is  put  upon  the  inclinations  of  a 
woman,  it  feems  furprizing  that  She  can 
preferve  her  chaftity,  but  fear  -of  punifh- 
ment,  and  the  force  of  habit,  get  the  better 
of  their  natural  reki&ance. 

It  has  oeen  obferted  above,  that  the 
hufband  accepts  of  neither  portion  nor 
prefent  with  his  wife;  but,  on  his  fide  the 
cafe  is  altered,  for,  when  the  marriage  is 
over,  you  fha.ll  generally  meet  with  car- 
riageo  in.  his  retinue,  loaded  with  plenty  of 
provisions  and  prefen ts  for  the  relations  of 
the  bride.  Hence  it  appears,  that  girls. 
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arc  by  no  means  a  charge  to  a  Japanefe  fa¬ 
mily.  The  jointure  which  the  bridegroom 
before  marriage  obliges  himfelf  to  allow 
his  intended  bride,  is  the  only  cuftom 
amongft  us  which  has  any  refemblance  to 
this  praftice. 

We  fhall  now  proceed  to  give  the  reader 
a  defcription  of  the  marriage  ceremony  it- 
felf.  The  bridegroom  and  the  bride  go 
out  of  town  by  two  different  ways,  each 
attended  by  a  refpeftive  retinue,  and  meet 
at  the  foot  of  a  certain  hill  agreed  upon 
by  both.  In  the  bridegroom’s  retinue  are 
the  carriages  mentioned  above,  together 
with  all  his  friends  and  relations.  Being 
arrived  at  the  hill,  to  the  top  of  which 
they  afcend  by  ftairs  made  for  that  purpofe, 
they  there  enter  a  tent,  and  feat  themfelves 
on  oppofite  fides,  like  ambaffadors  al- 
fembled  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace.  The 
parents  of  both  parties  place  themfelves 
behind  the  bride,  and  a  band  of  mufic 
rmp-e  themfelves  behind  the  bridegroom, 

but  all  without  the  verge  of  the  tent.  The 

retinue 
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retinue  of  both  parties  remain  below  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill;  the  bride  and  bridegroom 
then  take  flambeaux  in  their  hands,  and 
prefent  themfelves  before  the  God  of  mar¬ 
riage,  who  is  placed  upon  an  altar  there : 
this  idol  is  reprefented  with  the  head  of  a 
dog,  which  is  a  lively  emblem  of  the  re¬ 
ciprocal  fidelity  requifite  in  -the  marriage 
ftate  :  the  firing  in  his  hands  is  intended  to 
denote  the  force  and  obligation  of  its  bands  ; 
the  bonze,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  perform 
the  marriage  ceremony,  takes  his  place 
hard  by  the  God,  and  between  the  two 
parties  :  feveral  lighted  lamps  are  ranged 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  tent ;  at  one  of 
thefe  the  bride  lights  the  flambeaux,  which 
fhe  holds  in  her  hand,  at  the  fame  time  ut¬ 
tering  certain  words  dictated  to  her  by  the 
bonze:  the  bridegroom  then  lights  his 
flambeau  by  that  of  his  future  bride.  Loud 
acclamations  of  joy  accompany  this  part  of 
die  ceremony,  and  all  the  friends  and  re¬ 
lations  of  the  new-married  couple  then 
prefent  pay  them  their  compliments  of 
congratulation  :  at  the  fame  time  the  bonze 

’  H  2  dif- 
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•difinifTes  them  with  his  blefiing,  and  their 
attendants  make  a  large  bonfire  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill,  into  which  they  throw  all  the 
toys  and  play-things  with  which  the  young 
bride,  before  marriage,  was  accuftomed  to 
amufe  herfelf.  Others  fhew  her  a  diftaff 
and  fome  flax,  to  fignify  that  from  thence 
forward  the  prudent  management  of  her 
family-affairs  fhould  be  the  chief  objedt  of 
her  attention :  the  folemn  facrifice  of  two 
oxen  to  the  God  of  marriage  concludes  the 
whole  ceremony. 

The  new-married  couple  then  return 
home,  attended  by  their  retinues,  and  the 
bride  is  conducted  to  her  hufband’s  houfe, 
where  fhe  finds  every  room  in  the  mod 
exaft.  order,  and  furnifhed  in  the  gayeft 
manner  :  flowers  and  greens  are  ftrewed 
upon  the  pavement  and  the  threfhold,  whilfb 
an  eternal  round  of  joy  and  pleafure  feems 
promifed  by  the  flags  and  ftreamers  waving 
on  the  houie-top*,  perhaps  the  parties  may 
not  find  themfelves  difappointed  during  the 

time 
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time  of  the  nuptials,  which  lafc  eight 
days. 


We  meet  with  feveral  cuftoms  oblerved 
by  other  nations,  that  have  a  ftriking  re-- 
femblance  to  the  marriage  ceremony  which 
we  have  juft  deferibed.  The  nuptial  torch 
tiled  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  has  a 
ftriking  conformity  to  the  flambeaux  of 
the  Japanefe  :  the  molt  confiderable  dif¬ 
ference  is,  that,  amongft  the  Romans,  this 
torch  was  carried  before  the  bride  by  one 
of  her  virgin  attendants;  and,  amongft  the 
Greeks,  that  office  was  performed  by  the' 
bride’s  mother:  the  diftaff,  likewife,  was 
fhewn  to  the  Roman  ladies  as  well  as  the 

•  *  .  4  *  . 

Japanefe,  .to  give  them  to  underftand  that 
the  miftrefs  of  a  family  ought  always  to  be 
diligent  and  induftrious  :  the  circumftancc 
or  burning  the  toys  and  play-things  of  a 
japanefe  bride,  is  not  unlike  that  Roman 
practice  taken  notice  of  by  Virgil  and  others, 
ot  the  new-married  couple’s  throwing  nuts 
to  the  children,  to  intimate  that  they  re¬ 
nounced  all  childifh  amufements : 


H  3. 
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Sparge  marite  twees,  tibi  defirit  Hefpens 
octam.  , 

Wa  s  one  of  the  antients  to  defcant  on 
modern  cuftoms  as  we  do  on  theirs,  ’tis 
probable  he  would  make  this  fhrewd  ob¬ 
servation,  that  the  Catholicks  had  fubftituted 
fugar-plumbs  in  the  room  of  nuts.  The 
antients,  who  were  as  fond  as  they  of  alle¬ 
gories  and  myfteries  in  their  religious  cere¬ 
monies,  difeovered  many  other  important 
allufions  in  thefe  nuts,  as  the  reader  may 
find,  if  he  will  but  give  himfelf  the  trouble 
to  confult  the  authors  who  have  treated  of 
this  particular  fubjedt  The  folemnization 
of  the  nuptial  ceremony  in  a  tent,  which 
the  Japanefe  have  in  common  v/ith  the 
Jews,  at  leaft  with  thole  of  Germany,  may 
be  added  to  this  conformity  of  cuftoms. 


C  li  AP. 
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C  II  A  P.  XXV. 

Marriage  Ceremonies  of  the  Greeks. 

THE  particular  ceremonies  and  preli¬ 
minaries  to  marriage  in  ufe  among!! 
the  Greeks,  are  as  lingular  and  remarkable 
as  thofe  of  other  nations. 

W  e  fhall  begin  with  deferibing  thofe 
which  may  be  properly  termed  religious, 
and  then  proceed  to  give  an  account  ol 
fuch  as  are  purely  civil  and  worldly. 

In  the  marriage  office  there  is  a  prayer 
for  the  bride,  who  s  to  be  muffled  up  in  a 
veil  or  hood.  Such  as  are  difpofed  to  unite 
in  the  bands  of  wedlock,  make  their  ap¬ 
plications  to  the  prieft  as  loon  as  mats  is 
over,  for  the  folemnization  of  their  nup¬ 
tials.  The  bridegroom  (lands  on  the  right 

II  4  hand 


L 


J 


liand,  and  the  bride  on  the  left:  two  ri n% 
one  of  gold,  the  other  of  filver,  are  placed 
near  one  another  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
communion-table,  the  latter  pointing*  to 
the  right  hand,  and  the  former  to  the  left: 
tne  pried  who  performs  the  ceremony, 
makes  feveral  erodes  upon  the  bride  and 
bridegroom,  puts  lighted  wax-tapers  in 
their  hands,  purifies*  or  incenfes  them  in 
the  form  of  a  crofs,  and  accompanies  them 
to  the  temple  :  the  choir  and  the  deacon 
alternately  befeech  Heaven  that  the  bride 
ancl  bridegroom  may  prove  fuccefsful  in 
all  their  undertakings,  and  be  blefied  with 
a  numerous  and  hopeful  iflue  :  the  prayers 
being  finifhed,  the  prieft  prefents  the  gold 
ring  to  the  bridegroom,  and  the  filver  one 
to  his  fpoufe,  repeating  three  times,  I  join 
N  and  N,  thefe  fervants  of  the  Almighty, 
here  prefent,  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
&c.  When,  he  has  pronounced  this  form 

of  words,  he  makes  the  fign  of  the  croft 

■  * 

over  their  heads  with  the  liners,  before  he 
puts  them  on  the  proper  fingers  of  the 
right  hand  :  then  the  paranymph,  or  bride- 

man, 
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man  exchanges  thefe  two  rings,  and  the 
prieit  repeats  a  long  prayer,  in  which  tire 
virtue  and  dignity  of  the  nuptial  ring  are 
typically  compared  to  Jofeph’s  ring,  and 
to  that  or  Daniel  and  Oi  1  hamar. 


While  the  bride  and  bridegroom  are 
crowned,  the  fame  pried  accompanies  the- 
ceremony  with  feverai  benedictions,  and 
other  emphatical  prayers.  The  bride¬ 
groom  and  bride  then  enter  the  chuicn, 
with  lighted  wax  tapers  in  their  hands  i 
the  prieit  with  his  ccnfer,  marches  in  pro- 
cefiion  before  them,  fingi.  g  the  120th 
Pfalm,  which  confifts  of  a  promife  to  the 
faithful  Jews  of  a  fruitful  and -happy  mar¬ 
riage.  At  the  end  of  every  veri'e,  the  con¬ 
gregation  repeats  “  Glory  be  to  the  father, 
“  and  to  the  fon,  &c  ”  The.Plalms  being 
ended,  the  deacon  refumes  the  prayers,  and 
the  choir  makes  the  uiual  refponfes. 


Ir  after  fo  many  folemn  vows  and  mov¬ 
ing  prayers,  wherein  all  the  bleflmgs  con¬ 
ferred  on  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  the  patri- 

H  5  archs, 
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arclis,  on  Zachrias  and  Elizabeth,  the  fa¬ 
ther  and  mother  of  St.  John  the  baptift, 
are  particularly  fpecified  ;  if  after  all  thefe 
blefllngs,  I  fay,  the  new-married  couple 
mould  find  the  yoke  uneafy,  and  fincerely 
repent  of  their  engagement,  how  can  their 
misfortune  beotherwile  accounted  for,  than 
by  luppofing  that  the  work  of  religion  is 
marred  and  corrupted,  through  the  depra¬ 
vity  and  wcaknels  of  human  nature  ?  When* 
thde  prayers  are  over  the  prieft  fets  the 
crown  on  the  bridegroom’s  head,  fayintt,, 
“  This  man,  the  fervant  of  the  Lord,  7s 
crowned  in  order  tt>  be  married  to  this 
woman.”  Lie  then  crowns  the  bride,  and: 
repeats  the  lame  form,  which  is  followed 
by  a  triple  bleffing,  proper  lelfons,  and  fe- 
veral  prayers :  after  this  a  chalice  is  filled 
with  wine,  and  the  prieft,  having  utter’d  a 
benediction  over  it,  prefents  it  to  the  bride¬ 
groom  and  bride  •,  he  then  takes  off  their 
Growns,  and  the  ceremony  concludes  with- 
a  prayer  accompanied  with  a  fuitable  bene¬ 
diction,  and  feveral  compliments  to  the 
new-married  couple. 


The 
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The  Greeks  have  fome  regulations  con¬ 
cerning  marriage,  which  are  not  to  be 
found  in  any  other  nation.  .  A  pried  that 
marries  a  fecond  wife  forfeits  his  titk  to 
the  priefthood,  and  is  ever  after  confider  a 
as  a  layman.  A  layman  that  marries  a 
fourth  wife,  incurs  a  total  excommunica¬ 
tion  from  the  church. 

» 

A  man  that  has  buried  his  third  wife, 
is  under  a  neceiTity  of  continuing  a  lay 
widower,  or  entering  himfelf  a  member  of 
feme  convent.  This  ievere  prohibition  is 
aferibed  to  a  very  fingular  notion  of  the 
Greeks-,  namely,  that  a  fourth  marriage 
is  downright  polygamy. 

Three  fubfequent  marriages  are  not 
looked  upon  in  the  fame  light  by  the 
Greeks,  who,  by  a  fophiftical  cvafion 
which  is  fcarce  intelligible,  infifts  that  po¬ 
lygamy  con  fids  of  three  copulatives,  and 
that  three  maraiages  make  but  one  plu  ¬ 
rality  and  a  unity.  A  much  better  reafpn 
is  affigned  for  this  cuftom  by  Ricaut,  and 

H  6  that; 


c 


tliat  is,  that  the  cuitom  in  queftion  is- 
grounded  on  the  feverity  of  the  antienr 
Greek  church,  which  profcribed  all  fenfual 
enjoyments  with  the  utinoil  rigour:  and 
j0me  Oj  the  primitive  fathers  carried  their 


as  to  make  no  manner 


allowance  lor  a  man’s  natural  conftitution, 
tue  climate  he  lived  in,  or  any  other 
confiderauon  whatever;  and  many  mo¬ 
dern  rehgionifts  are,  in  all  refpedis,  as  rigid 
as  they  were. 


l  our ne fort,  in  his  voyage  to  the  Le- 
vant,  gives  us  a  defcription  o-f  a  wedding 
that  he  himfelf  law  at  Mycone,  which  we 
-naa  here  lay  before  the  reader,  becaufi 
t:’iC  ceremonies  of  it  leem  to  differ  in  feve- 
rai  circumflances  from  thofe  juft  before, 
mentioned.  To  this,  I  Utah  add  that 
given  us  by  Spon ;  and,  by  comparing  both 
together,  the  reader  will  be  enabled  to 
form  a  complete  idea  of  the  civil  cuftoms 
of  the  Greeks,  with  regard  to  their  nup¬ 
tial  folemnities.  “  We  accompanied,  fays 
Tourncfort,  the  bride  and  bridegroom  to 

church 
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* 

church,  with  their  fponfers  or  godfathers 
and  godmothers.  When  the  bride  is  the. 
eldeft  daughter  they  have  ufually  three  or 
four.  He  obferves,  that  the  eldeft  daughr 
ter  is  always  in  the  higheft  favour  with 
her  parents.  If  a  father  is  poffefs’cl  of  ten 
thoufand  crowns,  he  gives  one  half  of  it  to 
his  eldeft  daughter,  and  diftributes  the  re¬ 
mainder  amongft  his  other  children,  in 
equal  portions.  I  could  not,  fays  he,  guel's 
at  the  true  reafon  for  their  ohlervance  of 
that  cuftom. 

When  the  prieft  had  received  the  com¬ 
pany  at  the  church  door,  he  required  the 
reciprocal  conient  of  both  parties,-  and  put 
o-arlands  of  vine-leaves,  embellilhed  with 

O 

ribbons  and  lace,  upon  their  heads.  He 
then  took  two  rings  which  lay  upon  the 
communion  table,  and  put  them  on  their 
fingers  •,  that  is  to  lay,'  a  gold  one  on  the 
bridegroom’s,  and  a  filver  one  on  the 
bride’s,  faying,  “  This  man,  &c.”  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  form  before-mentioned.  Thefe 
rings .  were  interchanged  by  him  above 

thirty 
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thirty  times  over  during  the  ceremony.  In 
putting  the  bride’s  upon  the  finger  of  the 
bridegroom,  he  faid,  “This  woman,  &c.”  In 
fine,  he  changed  the  rings  over  and  over 
again,  but  at  laft  the  bridegroom  kept  the 
gold  one,  and  the  bride  the  other. 

The  fame  exchanges  were  made  by  the 
fponfors  after  the  prieft  had  done.  The 
garlands  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom  were 
taken  off  by  the  man  and  woman  whole 
turn  it  was  to  officiate  that  day  :  they  then 
held  them  two  or  three  inches  over  their 
heads  :  they  then  turned  themfelves  hand 
in  hand  thrice  round  fucceffively,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  relations,  friends,  and 
acquaintance,  kicked  and  buffetted  them, 
without  mercy,  according  to  a  whimfical 
cuftom  of  their  country,  which  I  can¬ 
not  account  for.  The  prieft  then  cut 
fome  bread  into  feveral  little  pieces,  which 
he  put  into  a  porringer  of  wine*,  when  he 
had  done  fo,  he  firft  tailed  it  himfelf,  and 
then  adminiftered  a  fpoonful  to  the  bride¬ 
groom,  and  another  to  the  bride :  the  fpon¬ 
fors 
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fors  and  other  afliftants  had  their  proper 
portion  likewife,  and  fo  the  ceremony 
ended. 

As  their  nuptials  were  folemnized  in  the 
evening,  there  was  no  mafs  celebrated. 

I  shall  now  give  the  reader  fome  preu 
liminary  marriage  ceremonies  of  the  Greeks 
at  Athens,  extracted  from  Spoil.  Their 
young  virgins  never  quit  their  houfes  be¬ 
fore  their  wedding-day,  and  their  ga'lants 
make  love  by  proxy,  or  a  third  perfon,  that 
has  free  accefs  to  them,  or  is  fome  relation 
or  other,  in  whofe  fidelity  and  friendfhip' 
they  can  beft  confide  :  fo  that  they  don’t 
even  fee  the  bride  till  the  day  appointed  for 
the  celebration  of  their  nuptials. 

On  that  day  they  hand  the  bride  about 
in  public  a  long  time  •,  they  do  not,  in¬ 
deed,  march  far,  but  then  they  proceed 
in  a  very  flow  and  folemn  pace.  The  pro- 
ceffion  between  the  church  and  the  bride¬ 
groom’s  houfe  lafts  at  leaft  two  hours,  and 


is 
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is  preceded  by  a  felect  band  of  hautboys* 
tabors,  and  other  mufical  instruments. 
During  this  ceremony  and  the  proceffioo, 
the  young  virgins  carry  a  large  crown  on 
their  heads  :  this  crown,  which  is  compofed 
of  filigreen  work,  and  adorned  with  coftlv 
pearls,  is  fuch  an  incumbrance  and  a 
trouble,  that  they  are  obliged  to  walk  as 
upright  as  an  arrow. 

If  they  were- not  painted,  or  rather  bc- 
d  aw  bed  in  the  molt  ridiculous,  manner 
imaginable,  this  public  wedding  would  be 
looked  upon,  with  contempt  j.  and  this  day 
may  as  well  derive  its  name  from  paint 
there,  as  w:th  us  in  France  from  the  la. 
dies  head-drefies.  Ricaut  fays,  and  his 
account  feems  to  compleat  the  foregoing, 
that  the  bride  is  conducted  into  the  bridal, 
chamber  by  her  relations ;  that  Ihe  there 
fits  among!!  her  female  friends  and  rela* 
tions,  having  her  face  covered  over  with 
a  veil.  The  bridegroom  enters,  and  with 
a  trembling  hand  lifts  up  her  veil  and  fa- 
lutes  her :  the  reader  may  perhaps  take  this 

trembling 
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trembling  for  an  eflential  part  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  ceremony,  or  the  effebfot  bafhrulnefs 
in  the  lover:  but  this  would  be  a  gieat 
miftake :  our  Grecian  lover’s  only  appre- 
henfion  is,  left,  inftead  of  a  beauty  he  fhould 
embrace  a  monfter  :  but,  be  tliat  as  it  waft 
file’s  the  wife  and  he’s  the  hufband. 

The  frequent  divorces  granted  by  the 
Greek  church  fnould  be,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  if  not  altogether,  afcribed  to  theie 
•idle  and  extravagant  cuftoms.  A  legal 
feparation  may,  we  are  told,  be  procured 
with  the  greateft  eafe  imaginable.  The 
patriarch  makes  no  fcruple  of  difannulling 
a  marriage,  and  granting  his  difpenfation 
for  a  fecond,  upon  receiving  a  fmall  grati¬ 
fication. 

The  polygamy  allowed  of  amongft  the 
Turks,  is  prohibited  by  the  Greene  chuich, 
as  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Chriftianity  *,  but 
this  facility  of  procuring  divorces,  in  lome 
meafure  qompenfates  for  that  reftraint* 


It 
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It  Items  extraordinary  that  the  Greeks 
who  live  among  ft  the  Mahometans,  by 
who'e  religion  a  plurality  of  wives  is  fo 
open  ly  encouraged  and  countenanced, fhould 
he  able  to  relift  fo  alluring  an  example. 
We  who  have  the  happinefs  to  live  remote 
' 1  om  contagion,  are  convinced  both  by 
tae  light  of  nature  and  the  laws  of  chri- 
ftianity,  which  are  equally  attended  to  by 
the  Greeks,  that  a  thoufand  inconvenien- 
cies,  and  the  ruin  or  whole  families,  would 
be  the  lure  confequences  of  tolerating  po- 
lygamy :  we  have  recourfe,  therefore,  for 
reuef,  to  a  fort  of  temporary  polygamy, 
which  lafts  but  a  few  hours  ;  this  comfort 
■we  are  fure  of  finding  in  thofe  hofpitals 
which  are  devoted  to  occafional  marriages. 

Hus3ands  and  wives  in  France  have 
fuch  an  averlion  to  reftraint,  that  mutual 
acfs  of  infidelity  are  frequently  authorized 
by  mutual  confent. 

Ricaut  mentions  another  cuftom  of  fo 
lingular  a  nature,  that  it  well  deferves  a 

place 
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place  here.  Tis  ufual  amongft  the  Greeks 
to  rock  the  new-married  couple  to  deep, 
and  tie  them  together  with  a  garter.  The 
intercom  fe  between  the  two  iexes  is,  in 
fome  parts  of  Greece,  fo  fiee  and  unre- 
ftrained,  that  nothing  is  more  common 
than  affignations,  intrigues,  and  unlawful 
enjoyments.  The  mothers,  to  revenge 
their  daughters  lofs  of  honour,  pundit 
the  offenders,  as  we  are  informed,  with 
fewing  up  their  cod-piece :  the  perfon 
thus  ftigmatized,  in  order  to  be  enabled 
to  give  future  teftimonies  of  his  manhood 
to  any  other  lady,  rouft  make  atonement 
to  the  injured  matron,  by  giving  her  a 
prefent  of  confiderable  value,  to  be  de¬ 
livered  from  the  charm. 


C  H  A  P, 


C  H  A  P.  XXVI. 


Marriage  ceremonies  in  England. 


'HE  firft  thing  to  be  taken  notice  of 
with  regard  to  the  marriages  of  the 
Engiifli  is,  that  in  the  church  of  England, 
the  bans  of  all  that  are  to  be  married  mult 
be  pubhfhed  in  the  church-  three  feveral 
Sundays  and  holidays,  in  the  time  of  divine 
fervice,  immediately  before  the  fentences 
for  the  offertory.  Tire  form  of  afking  is 
too  well  known  to  require  being  fet  down. 
If  the  perfons  who  are  to  be  married,  dwell 
in  different  parifhes,  the  bans  mull  be  pub- 
lifhed  in  both  parifhes,  and  the  curate  of 
the  one  parifh  lhall  not  l'olemnize  matri¬ 
mony  without  a  certificate  of  the  bans  be¬ 
ing  thrice  afked  from  the  curate  of  the 
other  parifn. 
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At  the  day  and  time  appointed  for  the 
celebration  of  matrimony,  the  perfons  to 
be  married  fhall  come  into  the  body  of  the 
church  with  their  friends  and  neighbours, 
and  there  Handing  together,  the  man  on 
the  right  fide  and  the  woman  on  the  left, 
the  prieft  reads  an  exhortation  on  the  duty, 
condition,  and  chaftity  of  a  marriage-ftate  ; 
then  another  particularly  addreffed  to  the 
perfons  who  are  to  be  married.  At  which 
day  of  marriage,  if  any  man  do  alledge  or 
declare  any  impediment  why  they  may  not 
be  united  in  matrimony  by  God’s  law,  or 
the  laws  of  this  realm,  and  will  be  bound, 
and  fufficient  fureties  with  him  to  the  par¬ 
ties,  or  elfe  put  in  a  caution  (to  the  full 
value  of  fuch  charges,  as  the  perfons  to  be 
married  do  thereby  maintain)  to  prove  his 
allegation  •,  then  the  folemnization  muft 
be  deferred  till  fuch  time  as  the  truth  be 
tried  —  if  no  impediment  be  objected,  then 
the  curate  afks  their  reciprocal  confent ; 
which  being  given,  they  plight  their  troth 
to  each  other,  which  too  often  proves,  in 

the 
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the  fequel,  to  be  barely  a  cerimonial  troth, 
taking  each  other  alternately  by  the  right 
hand,  and  faying,  IN  take  thee  N  to  be  my 
wedded  wife  (or  hufband)  to  have  and  to  hold 

from  this  day  forward  for  better  for  worfe, 
for  richer  for  poorer,  in  ficknefs  and  in 
health,  to  love  and  tocherifh  (the  wife  fays 
to  love,  to  cheriih  and  to  obey,  till  death 
us  do  part,  according  to  God’s  holy  ordi¬ 
nance  ;  and  thereto  I  plight  thee  my  troth. 
Thefe  mutual  contrails  are  effentially  ne- 
ceflary  to  preferve  the  honour,  and  fecure 
the  fafety  of  mankind.  Yet  it  muft  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  this  is  the  moft  difficult 
promife  to  be  complied  with  of  all  the 
vows  and  promifes  made  in  the  fight  of 
God  and  the  prefence  of  men  ;  and  this  is 
owing  to  the  variety  of  bad  confequences 
which  attend  it-,  it  would  be  too  tedious  to 
■enumerate  particulars. 

I  shall  therefore  content  myfelf  with 
making  this  general  obfervation,  that  the 
moft  oppofite  evils  are  often  found  united 
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in  this  ftate,  vicious  difpofitions  are  always 
troublefome  *,  in  marriage  they  are  produc¬ 
tive  of  the  greateft  torment  and  mifery. 
Virtue  itfelf,  fo  amiable  in  every  other  cir- 
cumftance,  is  often  deftruflive  to  the  repofe 
of  a  married  pair.  What  can,  for  inftance,  be 
more  provoking,  than  a  hufband  or  a  wife, 
who  will  be  at  their  prayers,  when  the  one 
ftiould  be  employed  about  his  bufinefs 
abroad,  and  the  other  fhould  flay  at  home 
and  keep  the  family  in  order  ?  Not  to  mention 
other  more  fecret  difappointments,  occafion- 
ed  by  overftrained  devotion  in  either  party. 

Mr.  Dryden  remarks  juftly  of  wanton 
wives,  that  they  are  often  more  eligible 
than  virtuous  women. 

- In  unchaft  wives 

There’s  yet  a  kind  of  recompenfing  eafe, 
Vice  keeps  them  humble,  gives  ’em  care 
to  pleafe. 


With 
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With  regard  to  prudes,  he  obferves,  That 
a  virtuous  woman’s  but  a  curfed  wife.  Do- 
meftic  wars  are  but  too  common  ;  how¬ 
ever,  they  are  Succeeded  by  truces  and  ’ge¬ 
neral  amniftties  *,  and  thus  the  propagation 
of  the  fpecies  is  kept  up. 

Aeter  having  thus  mutually  plighted 
their  faith,  they  again  loofe  their  hands,  and 
and  the  man  gives  a  ring  to  the  woman, 
laying  the  fame  upon  the  book  of  Com¬ 
mon-Prayer,  with  the  accuftomed  dues  to 
the  prieft  and  clerk. 

The  prieft  then  taking  the  ring,  delivers 
it  to  the  man,  to  put  it  upon  the  fourth 
finger  of  the  woman’s  left-hand,  and  the 
man  taught  by  the  prieft  fays,  With  this 
ring  I  thee  wed,  with  my  body  I  thee  wor- 
fhip,  &c.  Both  kneel  down,  the  minifter 
fays  a  prayer,  joins  their  right-hands  to¬ 
gether,  and  adds  a  benediction  — —  Then 
going  to  the  Lord’s  table  fays,  or  fings  a 
pfalm  —  which  being  ended,  the  man  and 

the 
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*  the  woman  kneeling  before  the  Lord’s 
table,  the  prieft  {landing  at  the  table,  fays 
a  litany,  followed  by  fome  prayers  ;  which 
being  Lid,  he  concludes  with  an  inftruc- 
tion  concerning  the  duties  of  man  and 
wife. 

The  rubrick  adds,  that  it  is  proper  the 
new-married  perfons  fhould  receive  the  fa- 
crament  at  the  time  of  their  marriage,  or 
at  the  firft  opportunity  that  offers  after  it. 
In  the  antient  liturgy  of  England,  the  ' 
hufband  having  faid,  With  this  ring  I  thee 
wed,  added,  this  gold  and  filver  I  thee 
give.  The  fucceeding  colled  bore  fome 
alluffon  to  that  ceremony  :  the  prieft  more¬ 
over,  in  uttering  the  nuptial  benedidion, 
made  the  fign  of  the  crofs  on  the  married 
couple.  Thele  ceremonies  are  no  longer 
obferved. 

With  regard  to  clandeftine  marriages, 
the  author  of  a  work,  entitled,  Memoirs  et 
Obfervations,  remarks,  that  a  boy  of  four- 
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teen,  and  a  girl  may  marry  without  .the 
confent  of  parents  or  guardians,  without 
a'ny  poffibility  of  diflolving  fuch  rriar- 
.  riages,  though  one  fhould  be  a  cobler’s 
Ion,  and  the  other  a  duke's  daughter. 
Eut,  it  feems  ftill  more  ft  range,  that  thefe 
children  fhould  not  only  have  it  in  their 
power  to  difpofe  of  themfelves  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  but  that  they  may  do  it  with  all  pol- 
Eble  cafe  and  fecrefy. 

If  it  was  requiute,  for  the  validity  of 
a  match,  that  the  bans  fhould  be  openly 
publilhed  three  times  before  a  full  congre¬ 
gation,  the  thing  would  be  public,  and 
means  might  be  found  to  diffuade  a  young 
woman  from  an  unfuitable  marriage  — 
but  marriages  are  contracted  with  fuch 
p  ivacy,  that  a  young  woman,  who  has  al¬ 
ways  pafied  tor  a  virgin,  is  often  taken 
with  labour  pains,  and  delivered  ot  a  child 
before  any  thing  is  known  ot  the  Father 
—  The  law  indeed  exacts  a  publication  of 
bans ;  but  cuftom,  and  a  difpenfmg  power, 

has  made  it  of  no  ufe :  afking  in  the 
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church  is  feldom  practifed  now-a-days  ;  and, 
fince  any  man  may  tranfabt  fuch  an  affair  in 
private  for  a  couple  of  crowns,  few,  if  any, 
care  to  have  it  made  public;  and,  as 
clergymen  find  their  account  in  this  prac¬ 
tice,  they  do  their  utmoft  to  countenance 
it.  A  difpenfation  is  purchafed ;  the  cou¬ 
ple  is  married  in  adofet  or  a  tavern,  whilft 
two  triends  affift  as  witriefies  ;  and  thus  the 
indiffoluble  knot  is  tied. 


It  were  well,  if  difpenfations  were  al¬ 
ways  neceirary.  1  here  are  certain  privi¬ 
leged  places  ;  go  to  fuch  a  place  with  the' 
two  in  fb  perfons  you  meet,  though  meet- 
beggars,  the  prieft  will  marry  the  couple  lb 
effebtuaily,  that  neither  king  nor  parlia¬ 
ment  can  diffjive  the  match.  Half  a 
guinea  does  the  bufinefs,  often  lefs ;  the 
confequence  or  this  is,  that  footmen  marry 
young  ladies  ;  noblemen  oyller-wenchcs. 
The  mauiage,  it  made  public,  proves  un¬ 
happy;  if  concealed,  and  deftitute  of  proof, 
polygamy  becomes  eafy  and  common. 
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Many  entertaining  particulars,  conti¬ 
nues  the  fame  author,  might  be  related  con¬ 
cerning  weddings  :  but  there  would  be  no 
end,  as  cuftoms  vary  in  different  countries* 
and  according  to  the  rank  and  quality  of 
the  contrafting  parties.  We  fhall  confine 
ourfelves  to  what  is  pradtifed  on  thefe  occa- 
fions  in  and  about  London.  Perions  of 
condition,  and  their  example  is  herein  fol¬ 
lowed  by  many  others,  are  married  late  in 
the  evening,  at  their  own  houfes,  or  in 
the  country,  (it  is  unneceffary  to  enumerate 
the  ufual  diverfions  in  eating  and  drink¬ 
ing,  making  merry,  finging,  dancing,  gam¬ 
ing*,  wedding  favours  are  diftributed  to 
thofe  who  are  invited,  and  very  frequently 
to  fome  hundreds  who  were  not  prefent  at 
the  marriage  *,  they  are  wore  pinn’d  on  the 
fieeve,  breaft,  or  hat  —  when  thofe  of  a 
middling  fortune  and  ftate  of  life  are  wil¬ 
ling  to  be  married  in  public  (which  happens  ' 

but  rarely)  they  invite  their  friends  and  re¬ 
lations  *,  all  have  new  clothes,  more  rich 
and  elegant  than  ufual ;  it  is  looked  upon 

.as  highly  indecent  to  go  to  a  wedding  with¬ 
out 
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out  anewdrefs.  The  gentlemen  condufb 
the  ladies  to  their  coaches,  and  go  to  church 
with  a  great  retinue  to  be  married  at 
noon-day.  Diversions  follow,  fometimes 
in  public,  generally  ali  is  done  in  private  : 
the  bridegroom  and  bride,  led  by  their  pa¬ 
rents  ,  or  their  representatives,  and  attended 
by  two  bridemen,  and  two  bride-maids,  go 
early  with  adiipeniation  in  their  pockets  to 
ine  parion  and  his  clerk.  The  ceremony 
over,  each  goes  a.  different  way.  They  af¬ 
terwards  meet  at  a  tavern,  or  a  friend^ 
houfe  —  then  go  the  appointed  place,  feaft 
well,  then  come  home  without  making  any 
Inew  —  If  this  comes  to  the  knowledge  of 
fellers, .they  come  by  day-break,  and  make 
a  hurly-burly  —  for  this  they  are  ul'uaily 
jxiid.  A  glafs  goes  round  before  they  <>■(> 
to  bed,  and,  when  the  hour  is  come,  the 
bridemen  take  off  the  bride’s  garters, which 
fhe  had  before  untied  for  that  purpofe,  and 
put  tnem  to  their  hats.  The  bride-maids 
lead  tne  bride  to  the  bed-chamber,  undrels 
her,  and  put  her  to  bed.  She  mu  ft  lofe,  or 
throw  away  all  her  pins  j  woe  to  her  if  fhe 

faves 


laves  one.  The  bridemaids  likewile  mult 
not  keep  any  of  them  under  pain  of  not  be¬ 
ing  married  till  the  Eafter  following  at 
fooneft.  The  fhe -friends  and  relations 
condudt  the  bride  to  bed,  and  the  men 
accompany  the  bridegroom  to  the  fame 
place. 

The  men  take  the  bride’s  {lockings,  and 
the  women  thofe  of  the  bridegroom  they 


then  feat  themfelves  at  the  bed’s -feet,  and 
throw  the  {lockings  over  their  heads,  and 


whenever  any  one  hits  the  owner  of  them, 
it  is  looked  upon  as  an  omen  that  that  per- 
fon  will  be  married  in  a  fhort  time  ^  and, 
though  this  ceremony  is  looked  upon  as 
ineer  play  and  foolery,  new  marriages  are 
often  occafioned  by  fuch  accidents.  Mean 
while  the  poffet  is  got  ready,  and  given  to 
the  married  couple  ;  when  they  awake  in 
the  morning,  a  fack-poffet  is  given  to 
them  •,  the  reafon  of  this  is  obvious. 


There  are  many  other  cuftoms,  which 
might  pleafe  the  reader  by  their  comical  fin- 

gularity, 
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gularity,  thefe  are  inch  as  have  not  been 
approved  by  the  church  or  the  gover¬ 
nors  of  it,  or  prefcribed  by  ecclefiaftical 
laws  or  formalities. 


Not  to  extend  this  article  beyond  its 
due  length,  v/e  fhall  mention  only  two  o; 
the  mold  remarkable.  The  firfl  is  called 


the  breeding  woman’s  oath.  This  cuftorn 
is  unknown  to  other  countries,  and  in  itlelt 
fan:aftical,  or  rather  unjuflg  and  it  would 
be  highly  injurious  to  the  laws  of  England, 
to  form  an  eftimate  of  their  equity  from 
that  practice.  Suppofe  a  girl,  that  is  nei¬ 
ther  wife  nor  virgin,  which  is  often  the 
cafe,  fhould  happen  to  be  with  child,  Use 
is  either  ignorant  of  the  father,  or  pretends 
to  be  fo,  with  a  view  of  avoiding  the  ex- 
pence  of  maintaining  it  when  born  ;  flie 
therefore  has  recourfe  to  the  expedient  of 
fathering  it  upon  fome  rich  man.  She  is 
faid  generally  to  make  choice  of  fome  fub- 
fcantial  citizen,  of  whom  flie  has  no  know¬ 
ledge,  and  perhaps  has  never  fo  much  as 
feen  him.  She  then  fummonfes  the  pre- 
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tended  father  to  appear  before  a  juft'ice  of 
peace,  in  whofe  pre fence  fhe  makes  affida¬ 
vit,  that  ffie  owns  and  declares  that  Inch 
a  one,  whom  flic  has  fum maned  to  appear* 
is  the  father  of  the  child  in  her  womb. 

It  is  the  part  of  the  cafnift  to  decide 
how  far  the  equivocal  expreffions  and  re- 
ftrictions  of  that  oath  may  excufe  her  from 
perjury.  However,  the  man  thus  marked 
out,  and  fworn,  is  obliged  to  pay  an  arbi¬ 
trary  fine,  and  to  fix  a  fum  of  money  for  the  * 
maintenance  of  the  child. 

Another  great  abufe  is,  that  women 
condemned  to  death,  feldom  fail  to  plead 
their  belly,  in  order  to  defer  their  execu¬ 
tion  till  they  arc  brought  to  bed.  They 
are  examined  by  a  jury  of  matrons,  who 
often,  either  for  money,  or  through  com¬ 
panion,  declare  them  to  be  quick  with, 
child.  This  alfo  often  happens  to  be  the  cafe; 
for,  though  they  fhould  not  be  with  child 
when  imprifoned,  there  are,  in  every  pri- 
fon,  lu(ly  young  fellows,  whofe  b.ufinds  it 
is  to  help  ladies  to  a  pregnancy. 

Thee  e 
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There  is  another  cuftoni  in  England 
which  is  very  extraordinary  •,  a  woman  car¬ 
ries  fomething  in  the*  fhape  of  a  man, 
crowned  with  a  huge  pair  of  horns,  a  drum 
goes  before,  and  a  vaft  crowd  follows, 
making  a  ftrange  mufic  with  tongs,  grid¬ 
irons  and  kettles.  This  burlefque  cere¬ 
mony  was  the  invention  of  a  woman,  who 
thereby  vindicated  the  character  of  a  neigh¬ 
bour  of  her’s,  who  had  ftoutly  beaten  her 
hufband  for  being  fo  fancy  as  to  accufe  his 
wife  of  being  unfaithful  to  his  bed.  1  he 
fig. ire  with  horns  requires  no  explanation, 
it  is  obvious  to  every  body, That  it  repre- 
fents  the  hufband. 

When  the  reformation  took  place  in 
England,  the  parliament  was  for  a  time  for 
celibacy  *,  but,  after  mature  deliberation, 
on  this  fubjedt,  priefts  were  allowed  to 
marry,  and  the  laws  againft  their  marrying 
were  repealed.  This  decifion  was  made 

x 

on  account  of  their  incontinency,  which 
had  led  them  into  great  enormities.  All 
Europe,  and  the  court  of  Rome  itielf, 

I  5  could 
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could  not  deny,  that  innumerable  diforders 
had  been  occasioned  by  the  celibacy  of  the 
clergy;  and,  not  to  repeat  here  what  histo¬ 
rians,  and  even  doftors  of  the  church,  have 
faid  upon  the  fubjeft,  the  poetical  works 

of  Mantuan,  Sannazarius  and  Buchanan 
abound  with  undeniable  proofs  of  it. 


"^9  *  *  *  * 
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0/  the  marriage  ceremonies 

hometans . 


?01ygamy  is  univerially  allowed  among 
the  Mahometans;  and,  it  is  worthy  of 


obfervation,  that  thofe  countries  in  which  it 


is  allowed,  are  always  Ids  peopled  than 
thofe  in  which  men  are  confined  to  one 
wife.  The  marriage-ceremony  is  held  in 
high  efteem  by  the  Mahometans,  yet  the 
priefts  are  not  employed  in  the  celebration 
of  it,  nor  is  it  looked  upon  by  them  as  an 
aft  of  religion,  as  by  the  Jews  and  us  •,  and, 
as  it  was  in  ancient  days  by  the  Greeks 
and  Romans.  The  cadi,  or  civil  judge, 
gives  a  fanftion  to  it  as  to  an  aft  pure¬ 
ly  relative  to  fociety,  which  is  not 
looked  upon  as  valid  without  his  prefence. 
The  hufband  declares,  that  he  has  entered 
into  an  engagement  to  marry  Inch  a  wo- 

I  6  man. 
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man,  to  give  her  fuch  a  dowry,  which  fhe 

has  a  right  to  diipofe  of  at  pleafure  in  cafe 
of  a  divorce.  The  woman’s  father,  or  fome 

of  her  relations,  affift  at.  this  acknowledg¬ 
ment  ;  but  fine  herfelf  is  not  prefent.  When 
this  is  over,  the  hufband  takes  pofleffion 
of  his  wife,  who  is  brought  to  him  under  a 
canopy,  veiled  with  a  retinue  of  friends, 
relations,  Haves,  and  muficiansr 

We  are  informed  by  Ricaut,  that  when  • 
women  are  not  deprived  of  the  right 
which  they  claim,  and  which  is  their  due 
by  law  *5  namely,  of  being  admitted  once  a 
week  to  their  hufband’s  bed,  they  do  not 
entertain  the  leaft  jealoufy  of  concubines  : 
on  failure  of  this,  they  may  exaft  it  on  the 
Thurfday  night  of  the  following  week  *, 
they  may  even  fue  their  hufbands  at  law  if 
juftice  is  not  done  them.  Thofe  that  are 
too  bafhful  to  have  recourfe  to  this  public 
method,  make  ufe  of  other  expedients  to 
make  no  for  their  lofs. 

jL  * 
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Chardin  having  mentioned  the  age  at 
which  boys  and  girls  are  fet  free  from  tu^ 
ition  in  Perfia,  tells  us,  that  the  judge  afks 
the  boy.  Whether  the  devil  has  jumped  up¬ 
on  his  body  ?  To  which  lie  anfwers,  more 
than  once.  This  filly  cuftom  is  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  an  extravagant  opinion  embraced 
byfome*,  namely,  that  the  devil,  in  the 
fhape  of  a  ferpen-t,  excited  in  our  firlt  pa¬ 
rents,  that  concupifcence,  which  they  pre¬ 
tend  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  their  fin.  It 
is  aliened  by  many  travellers,  that  the 
Turks  have  a  kind  of  half-marriage,  called 
Cabin,  which  confifts  in  taking  a  wife  for  a 
time  limited.  This  agreement  is  made 
before  the  judge,  who  writes  it  down,  the 
contracting  parties  being  prefent-,  when  the 
time  is  elapfed,  the  ftipulated  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney  is  paid  to  the  woman.  Such  mar¬ 
riages  were  cuftomary  among  the  Romans, 
as  they  {till  are  in  China  and  both  Indies. 
The  Chriftians  have  been  often  reproached 
with  them  by  the  Turks,  and  not  without 
reafon.  It  muft  be  acknowledged, .  that 

this 
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this  abufe  is  but  too  common  both  among 
Catholics  and  Proteftants. 

Ricault  makes  mention  of  a  fhocking 
abomination  which  prevails  amongft  the 
Mahometans;  namely,  the  privilege  which 
eunuchs  have  of  marrying  and  keeping  fe- 
veral  women.  The  fame  abufe  was  tole¬ 
rated  amongft  the  old  Romans,  as  Juve¬ 
nal  affigns  the  marrying  of  eunuchs  to  be 
one  of  the  caufes  that  excited  his  indigna¬ 
tion,  ahd  fpurred  him  on  to  write  fatires. 


Cum  tener  uxorem  ducit  fpado.  Sat.  ii. 

The  Mahometans  are  allowed  to  make 
ufe  of  their  female  Haves;  and  here  we  mud 
take  notice,  that  it  is  lawful  for  Muffulmen 
to  marry  women  of  any  religion  ;  the  dog¬ 
ma’s  of  which  are  written  •,  and,  fecondly, 
that  all  the  children,  whether  by  wives,  or 
flaves,  equally  inherit  their  father’s  fub- 
fhance,  if  the  father  has  declared  them 
free,  either  by  will,  or  otherwife  :  when  he 
neglefls  this,  the  children  of  a  Have  ftill 

remain 
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remain  (laves  to  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  fa- 


Thevenot  informs  us,  that  the  Turks 
never  marry  their  relations,  unlefs  they  are 
more  diftant  than  eight  generations.  The 
fame  traveller,  and  many  others  witnefs,. 
that  the  Mahometan  women  ftudy  to  im¬ 
prove  their  beauty  by  all  the  arts  praftifed 
by  our  European  ladies,  fuch  as  falfe  hairr 
paint,  rich  clothes,  &c.  and  that  to  fuch 
excefs,  that  it  often  proves  the  ruin  of  their 
families.  The  above-mentioned  liberty  to 
fue  for  the  marriage  duty,  the  dowry  fti- 
pulated  to  be  given  to  wives  after  a  di¬ 
vorce,  feem  fomewhat  inconfiftent  with 
the  retired  lives  women  lead,  and  with 
the  general  opinion  of  the  Mahometans, 
that  women  are  but  half  rational,  and 
made  for  the  ufe  of  man  as  a  horfe  j  but, 
in  moft  countries  and  religions,  the  law  is 
widely  differert  from  the  practice. 


The 
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T.  iiE  Alchoran  is  very  Severe  with  re¬ 
gard  to  adultery,  and  oiders,  that  a  hui- 

band,  iviio  accules  his  wife  of  that  crime, 
mall  be  balLinadoed,  m  cale  he  cannot  make 

good  his  charge.  When  there  are  no 
pioms  nor  witnelies,  as  we  are  informed 
by  ti  aveilers,  the  hufband  fwears  five  times, 
that  what  he  alledges  is  true,  and  concludes 
Ins  oaths  with  a  curie,  wishing  that  he  may 
be  curbed  by  God  and  men  if  he  lies ; 
whereas  the  worn  n  is  believed  if  die 
fwears  as  many  times,  and  finishes  her  lad 
oath  wirh  a  prayer  to  God,  to  dedroy  her 
if  her  hufbam;  freaks  truth.  There  are 
many  Chi  ninons  .  >  vv-ll,  no  1  doubt, 
look  upon  tiiis  as  a  very  extra  ordinary  pri¬ 
vilege.  The  hufband,  however,  has  her 
life  in  his  power,  in  cafe  the  adulterv  is 

J 

fully  proved ;  and,  it  lie  be  ox  a  vindictive 
temper,  he  caufes  her  to  be  put  into  a  fade 
with  fome  hones  and  drowned. 


This  is  Tournc  f.-t's  account :  .  he  adds, 
however,  that  they  are  fo  cautious  in  their 
amours,  that. few  die  in  the  water ;  and,  if. 

*  the 
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the  Kufband  fpares  theitflives,  they  are  hap¬ 
pier  than  before,  becaufe  they  are  obliged 
to  marry  their- gallant,  who,  if  a  Chriftiarv 
mult  embrace  Mahometifm,  or  die. 

The  adulterer  is  frequently  condemned 
to  ride  on  an  ais  with  his  face  towards  the 
tail,  which  he  holds  as  a  bridle.  He  has  a 
crown  of  tripe  and  guts,  ana  a  neckcloth 
of  the  fame,  and  ar  laft  is  baftinadoed  up¬ 
on  the  reins  and  the  foies  of  his  feet. 

All  travellers  take  notice  of  the  jealous 
care  with  which  women  are  kept  by  eu¬ 
nuchs,  who,  though  incapable  of  pleafing 
them,  are  fcarce  permitted  to  look  at  then* 
prifoners,  and  our  readers  may  confult 
Tournefort,  to  fee  the  precautions  and  for¬ 
malities  made  ufe  of  in  bringing  a  phyh- 
cian  to,  them  when  they  are  fick. 

The  circumitances  which  Ricault  has 
related  concerning  the  marriage  of  a  prin- 
cefs  of  the  Ottoman  empire  deferve  our  pe¬ 
culiar  attention.  The  jealoufy  which  the 

power; 
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power  of  the  grandees  raifes  in  the  empe¬ 
ror,  generally  gives  occafion  to  this  pre¬ 
tended  honour,  which  is  often  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  their  ruin. 


Ricault  gives  us  the  following  account 
or  tnefe  marriages  :  when  the  grand  fig- 
n:or  is  apprehenfive  of  the  influence  of  a 
baihaw,  he  gives  him  one  of  his  fitters,  or 
relations  in  marriage,  under  pretence  of 
doing  h  m  the  higheft  honour;  but  this, 
inftead  of  making  him  greater,  renders 
him  the  molt  abjedt  Have  to  the  pride  and 
tyranny  of  a  woman  who  treats  him  like  a 
footman  ;  yet  he  dares  not  decline,  or  feem 
to  fet  a  final!  value  upon  this  token  of  his 


matter’s  favour,  he  mutt  devote  himfelf  in¬ 
ti  rely  to  his  fpoufe,  and  renounce  all  other 
wives  and  (laves,  who  might  draw  off  any 
part  of  his  love  :  if  he  has  already  an  en- 
gaging  wife  and  children,  who  engrofs  his 
whole  attention,  he  is  obliged  to  turn  them 
out  or  doors,  and  every  other  perfon  who 
might  give  umbrage  to  this  fuitana,  yet 
unknown  to  him.  If  (lie  fhould,  before 

the 
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the  wedding,  require  of  him  money,  jew¬ 
els,  or  rich  furs,  he  muft  fend  them  to  her 
with  an  appearance  of  fatisfaCion.  TL  his 
is  called  Aghirlic. 

He  is  moreover  obliged  to  fettle  upon 
her  whatever  dowry  the  match-makers 
think  fit  to  appoint.  This  dowry,  or  cabin, 
being  itipulated  before  a  judge,  he  is  con¬ 
duced  by  a  black  eunuch  to  the  fultana’s 
chamber,  in  order  to  return  her  thanks- 
When  he  enters  the  room,  fne  draws  her 
dagger,  and  afks  him  haughtily,  who  made 
him  fo  bold  as  to  approach  her  :  he  an- 
fwers  with  the  utmofl:  refpedl,  and  fhews 
her  the  emery  padfchah,  or  the  grand  fig- 
nior’s  order  for  the  marriage  :  file  then 
arifing,  receives  him  mildly,  and  allows 
him  to  converfe  with  her  more  familiarly  : 
then  a  eunuch  taking  his  dippers,  fets 
them  at  the  door,  as  a  token  of  his  having 
been  kindly  received.  A  few  minutes  af¬ 
ter,  the  balhaw  bov/s  down  to  the  ground, 
and  retir’ng  backwards,  makes  a  fpeech  to 
teftify  how  happy  he  thinks  himfelf  for  the 

honour 
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honour  fhe  intends  to  do  him.  After  this* 
he  kanas  filent  in  an  humble  pofture, .  with 
ht^  hands  acrofs  his  breaft,  till  fhe  orders 
::im  to  bring  her  fome  water.  He  obeys 
without  delay,  and  kneeling  prefents  her  a 
watcr-cup  prepared  for  that  ceremony: 
L'iC  lues  up  a.  red  veil  embroidered  with 
gold  and  fiiver  flowers,  which  covered  her 
and  drinks  :  her  women  then  bring  in 
a  low  table,  on  which  are  fet  two  roafled 


pigeons,  and  fome  candid  fugar  on  a  plate, 
d  ^e  gallant  defires  her  to  eat,  which  fhe 
declines  doing  till  floe  has  received  fome 
nch  prefent  from  him.  This  appeafes  her 
anger,  and  overcomes  her  modefty  *,  floe  fits 
down  to  the  table,  and  condefcedds  to  re¬ 
ceive  from  his  hand  the  leg  of  a  pigeon, 
and  having  eat  fome,  puts  into  his  mouth 
a  piece  of  fugar,  then  rifes  and  goes  back 
to  her  place.  All  prefent  retire,  and  leave 
the  new-married  couple  alone  for  the  fpace 
of  an  hour,  that  they  may  converfe  freely 
with  each  other.  Then  the  bridegroom’s 
friends  come  with  inftruments  of  mufic 
playing  ^  they  invite  him  to  come  to  the 

anti— 
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anti-chamber,  where  he  fpends  the  night 
with  them  in  drinking  and  diverfion  :  the 
fultana  does  the  lame  in  her  room  with  her 
ladies.  At  laft,  the  princefs  being  tired, 
goes  at  break  of  day  to  lie  down  in  a  bed 
exquifitely  rich,  well  perfumed,  and  in 
every  refped;  fit  for  the  ceremony. 

A  eunuch  advertifes  her  hufband  by  a 
fign,  and  introduces  him  without  noife  into 
the  bedchamber.  He  takes  off  his  upper 
garments,  kneels  for  fome  time  at  the  feet 
of  the  bed,  then  growing  bolder,  railes  the 
covering  foftly,  foftly  touches  and  kiffes 
the  feet  of  the  princefs,  and  Hides  into  her 
arms  j  fhe  receives  him  with  tranfport,  and 
wifhes  that  God  may  grant  them  an  happy 
offspring. 

In  the  morning  his  friends  return,  in 
order  to  accompany  him  to  the  bath,  and 
his  wife  makes  him  a  prefent  of  the  linen 
requinte  in  that  place.  The  fultana  conti¬ 
nues  to  appear  referved  in  public,  and 

takes 
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takes  care  to  fhew  her  fuperiority ;  but 
within  doors  they  live  more  familiarly. 
She  wears  a  changiar,  or  dagger  by  her 
fide,  and  exads  fo  many  prefents  from  her 
hufband,  that  his  coffers  are  exhaufted 
fooner  or  later. 

We  come  now  to  the  divorces,  by 
which  the  marriages  of  the  Mahometans 

i-/ 

are  fo  often  diffolved.  Mahomet,  in  order 
to  prevent  his  followers  from  putting  their 
wives  away  too  often,  expreily  forbids  the 
taking  of  them  again  after  a  third  repu¬ 
diation,  unlefs  they  have  been  married  and 
repudiated  by  another  man  :  this  has  pro¬ 
duced  the  de fired  effeft  :  very  few  Maho¬ 
metans  are  divorced  from  their  wives,  and 
the  number  ofthofe  that  take  them  an;ain 
is  ftill  lefs,  on  account  of  the  fhame  which 
is  the  confequence  of  it  *,  becaufe  lhe  has 

either  had  another  hufband,  or,  as  Ricault 
fays,  Hie  muft  by  the  law  be  enjoyed  by 
another  man  in  the  prefence  of  her  huf- 
band  before  he  can  take  her  again  •,  and 
the  refult  of  this  trial  often  is,  that  the  wo¬ 


men 
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men  do  not  care  to  return  to  their  firft  huf- 

bands.  However,  this  is  not  required  till 

after  the  third  divorce,  called  ouch-talac  ; 

which  Befpier  explains  three,  or  the  third 

reparation  ;  of  which  the  Turks  have  three 

different  forts  made  before  the  cadi,  and 
registered  by  him. 


By  the  firft,  the  hufband  and  wife  are 
parted  from  bed  and  board,  fhe  receiving 
from  him  a  maintenance.  The  fecond  is 
a  total  reparation  of  body  and  goods  ;  the 
hufband  is,  however,  obliffed  to  give  her 
the  ftipuiated  dowry,  after  which  fhe  lofes 
all  claim  to  his  perfon  and  goods •,  and, 
when  three  lunar  months  are  expired,  die 
is  at  liberty  to  marry  another.  This  re¬ 
gulation  was  made  to  prevent  a  woman’s 
marrying  a  fecond  hufband  when  with 


child ;  and,  when  this  happens  to  be  the 
cafe,  fhe  has  a  right  to  continue  in  her 
hufband’s  houfe,  and  be  maintained  at  his 
expence  till  delivered. 


The 
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The  ouch-talac,  which  is  the  moll  fo- 
lemn  kind  of  divorce,  is  not  in  ufe  among 
the  Perfians.  The  women  do  not  enjoy 
the  fame  privilege  of  parting  from  their 
hufbands,  except  when  they  are  not  fup- 
piled  even  with  neceffaries  (as  rice,  coffee, 
v/ood,  money  to  go  to  the  bagnio,  flax  to 
fpin  their  clothes  •,)  or  elfe  in  the  cafe  of 
non-performance  of  the  conjugal  duty. 


ims 
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CHAP.  XXVIII. 

Marriage  Ceremonies  of  the  Hottentots . 

TH  E  defcriptioE  of  an  Hottentot 
making  love,  will,  no  doubt,  be 
highly  entertaining  to  the  reader ;  the 
^ceremony  and  feaft  at  an  Hottentot  wed¬ 
ding  will  furely  be  thought  curious  :  Cru¬ 
elty,  which  is  the  charadteriftic  of  this  peo¬ 
ple,  has  nothing  to  do  here  ;  but  naftinefs, 
will  be  very  confpicuous,  and  with  that  the 
reader  muft  be  content  to  bear.  If  a  bat- 
chelor,  or  widower  is  difpofed  to  marry, 
he  does  not  begin  by  difclofing  his  paf- 

fion  to  the  maid  or  widow  that  has  won 

* 

his  heart.  His  firfl  bufinefs  is  to  difcover 
the  matter  to  his  father,  if  he  be  living, 
and  get  his  approbation  :  if  his  father  con- 
fents,  he  goes  along  with  him  to  the  houfc 
of  the  woman’s  father,  in  order  to  demand 

K  *  her 
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her  in  rrarriage  for  his  fon.  When  the 
lover  and  his  father  wait  on  the  friends  of 
the  woman,  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  lover  to 
prepare  and  prelent  dacha,  or  tobacco,  to 
the  company.  They  all  fmoak,  and  the 
converfation  turns  upon  indifferent  mat¬ 
ters  •,  the  vifiters  feeming  to  have  forgot 

the  bufinefs  thev  come  about,  and  none 

0 

clfe  giving  any  attention  to  it,  till  the 
heads  of  all  prefent  are  intoxicated  with 
fmoakinff.  Then  the  father  of  the  lover 
addrefling  himfelf  to  the  father  of  the  wo¬ 
man,  opens  the  bufinefs  he  comes  on,  and 
demands  the  woman  as  a  match  for  his 
fon.  The  father  of  the  woman  generally 
c-oesout  to  confult  his  wife  upon  this  over¬ 
ture,  and  quickly  returns  with  a  final  an- 
fwer  which  is  feldom  in  the  negative, 
unlefs  the  young  woman  be  already 
contracted  to  another.  When  this  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  the  cafe,  marriage  is  deferred 
only  till  the  young  fellow  fhe  is  contrafted 
to  is  made  a  man. 


The 
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The  father  and  fon  depart  diredtly  up¬ 
on  receiving  a  denial,  and  the  matter  is  in- 
tirely  dropped.  The  lover  then  looks  out 
for  a  new  choice  *,  and,  if  his  father  is  not 
living,  he  muft  have  the  approbation  of 
the  next  in  authority  of  his  relations,  who, 
in  fuch  cafe,  does  ail  that  has  been  laid  of 
the  father  ;  and,  if  the  father  of  the  wo¬ 
man  be  dead,  the  next  in  authority  of  her 
kindred  has  the  difpofal  of  her.  If  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  woman  confents,  fhe  is  next 
confulted  herfelf,  If  fhe  does  not  like  the 
match,  fhe  has  but  one  chance  to  efcape  it, 
which,  in  fuch  cafe,  fhe  generally  takes. 
She  muft  lie  down  with  her  lover  on  the 
ground,  and  play  with  him  a  whole  night, 
unlefs  the  game  is  fooner  up,  at  pinching, 
tickling,  and  clap  —  a —  *,  if  Hie  gets  the 
better  of  her  lover,  at  this  fport,  fhe  is 
fairly  rid  of  him,  and  he  muft  drop  all 
thoughts  of  her  :  but,  fne  muft  marry 
the  man,  -  willing,  or  unwilling,  if  fub- 
dued  by  him,  as  it  generally  happens. 
The  fport  turning  out,  if  the  match  is  put 

upon  this  iffue,  in  favour  daf  the  lovers ; 

✓ 
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and  the  lover  being  made  a  man,  he  loies 
no  time  j  but,  chufing  two  or  three  fat 
oxen  from  his  own  herd,  if  lie  has  one,  or 
his  father’s,  according  to  the  wealth  and 
figure  of  the  family,  he  drives  them  to  the 
houfe  from  whence  he  is  to  take  his  def- 
tined  bride.  All  his  relations,  men  and 
women  that  live  near  him,  accompany 
him,  let  the  abode  of  his  miftrefs  be  ever 
fo  far  off-,  and,  arriving  before  the  houfe, 
all  the  relations  of  the  woman  thereabout 
immediately  affemble,  and  receive  them 
with  innumerable  greetings  and  careffes. 
The  oxen  are  immediately  (lain  after  the 
Hottentot  manner. 

The  whole  company,  men  and  wo¬ 
men,  befmear  their  bodies  with  the  fat  of 
them,  and  then  powder  themfelves -all  over 
with  buchu.  The  more  fat  and  buchu 
they  have  upon  their  bodies,  the  finei  they 
reckon  themfelves.  Upon  this  joyful  oc- 
cafion  therefore,  both  men  and  women 
bedaub  and  powder  themfelves  very  la- 

vilhlyi  and  the  women,  to  appear  ftill 

finer. 
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finer  and  more  amiable,  colour  their  iore- 
lieads,  cheeks,  and  chins  with  a  red  chalk - 
ftone,  eafily  found  in  the  fields.  This 
ftone,  among  the  Hottentot  women,  holds 
the  place  of  the  paints  and  patches  ufed  by 
our  own,  and  is  looked  upon  as  a  great 
improver  ot  Leaut\ . 


They  then  proceed  to  the  nupt  al  ce¬ 
remony,  which  is  as  follows  :  The  men 
fquat  themfelves  upon  the  ground  jn  a 
circle,  in  the  center  of  which  the  bride¬ 
groom  places  herfelfj  then  the  pried, 
w  ho  is  always  that  of  the  Sraal,  wheie  tne. 
bride  refides,  enters  the  circle  of  the  men, 
and  coming  up  to  the  bridegroom,  piffes 
upon  him  a  little.  The  bridegroom  re¬ 
ceives  the  dream  with  tranfport,  rubbin 


it  brifkly  all  over  his  body,  and  makin 
with  his  long  nails,  for  the  Hottentots 
never  cut  their’s)  feveral  deep  fcratches  in 
his  fkin,  that  the  urine  may  penetrate,  and 


foak  the  farther. 
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I  he  pneft  then  goes  to  the  circle  of 
the  women,  and  coming  up  to  the  bride, 
pifieo  a  little  upon  her-,  and  flie  receives 
<u:d  rubs  the  urine  upon  her  body 
Vitn  much  alacrity  as  the  bridegroom. 
Then  goes  the  prieft  again  to  the  bride- 
g.  oom,  and  having  pified  a  little  more  up- 

hIirb  away  he  goes  again  to  the  bride, 
aiid  again  piiies  upon  her :  and  io  he  goes 
fiom  tne  one  to  the  other  til]  he  has  ex- 
h^ufted  upon  them  his  whole  {lock  of  urine, 
uttering,  from  time  to  time,  to  each  of 
i  hem,  the  following  good  wifhes ;  May 
you  hvc  long  and  happy  together;  may 
y°J  have  a  ion  before  the  end  of  the  year; 
may  this  fan  dive  to  be  a  comfort  to  you 
m  your  old  age  ;  may  this  fon  prove  to  be 
a  ii; an  of  courage  and  a  good  huntlman. 


1  Hb  is  the  wnole  of  t lie  nuptial  cere¬ 
mony  ;  which  being  over,  the  company 
rife,  and  join  in  preparing  the  feall.  The 
oxen  killed  upon  this  occafion,  they  cut 
into  level al  pieces,  and  drefs  them  all  at 
once,  dome  p.eces  they  boil,  the  reft  they 

roaft. 


I  *99  1 

roaft.  Their  method  of  boihnig  is  like  that 
of  the  Europeans :  but,  their  roaihng  is 
quite  another  thing,  and  deferves  a  err- 
curnftantial  defeription. 

A  ldrge  flat  ftone  is  faftened  in  the 
ground  in  the  manner  of  a  hearth.  On  all 
die  faif-ce  of  this  ftone,  they  make  a  b rifle 
fire,  and  let  it  burn  till  fuch  time  as  tin  y 
think  the  ftone  fufficiently  hot.  They 
then  remove  the  fire,  and  having,  with  a^ 
handful  of  grafs,  wiped  the  afnes  clean  oft 
from  the  ftone,  they  put  the  meat  upon  :t, 
which  they  cover  with  a  flat  ftone  a,  lai  g- 
as  that  it '  lies  on  •,  they  next  make  a  fire 
round  about  the  meat,  and  another  upon 
the  ftone  that  covers  it;  and  thus  it  re¬ 
mains  till  it  is  roafted,  and  this  is  not  long 
doing,  as  the  reader  will  eafily  imagine. 
The  victuals  being  drefted,  the  men  and 
women  feat  themfelves,  the  men  on  one 
circle,  the  women  on  the  other  on  the 
ground  v  and  the  meat  is  ferved  up  to 
them  in  pots  that  glifter  with  greafe  :  fume 
carry  knives  about  them,  which  they  have 
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pur  chafed  of  the  Europeans,  and'  with 
which  they  cut  their  meat.  Others,  who 
are  not  fo  provided,  tear  the  victuals  with 
their  fingers;  and  every  one  eats  with  an 
aftonifhing  rapacity.  They  ufe  the  lap¬ 
pets  ot  their  croffes,  or  mantles,  as  plates  ; 
and  their  lpoons  are  mother-of-pearl,  and 
other  lea  fhells  without  handles. 


The  Hottentot  cuftom,  which  forbids 
the  men  to  eat  in  company  of  the  women, 
•is  for  .this  time  chipenled  with,  in  favour 
ot  the  bridegroom,  who  fits  and  eats  in 
company  of  the  women,  but  touches  none 
of  the  victuals  prepared  for  them.  He 
iias  a  certain  portion  dxeiled  for  himfelf 
alone.  Dinner  being  over,  the  remainder 
of  the  .victuals  is  fet  by  for  a  fecond  enter¬ 
tainment  to  the  company  :  when  the 
ground  they  fet  on  is  cleared  of  the  pots 
and  offals,  they  go  to  fmoaking  of  dacha, 
or  tobacco  :  each  company  has  one  tobacco- 
pipe  :  he  or  Hie  that  fills  it  lights  it,  and 
having  taken  two  or  three  whjfs,  gives  it 
to  his  or  her  neighbour,  who,  having 
taken  two  or  three  whifs,  give  it  to 

a  third, 


•n 


a 


[  201  } 

third,  and  fo  the  pipe  goes  round  till 
it  is  out,  at  which  time  it  is  filled  again, 
and  given  about  from  hand  to  hand  in  the 
feme  manner.  Great  prating  is  maintained 
in  both  companies  *,  every  tongue  goes 
almoft  median tly  *,  they  fmoak  till  they 
become  intoxicated  •,  fome  lwallowing  the 
frnoke,  it  immediately  turns  their  heads : 
the  more  they  fmoke,  the  more  the  nolle 
increafes.  They  rave  •,  fome  in  fpeeches 
and  ftories  to  others  others  in  foliloquy. 
The  greateft  part  of  the  night  is  palled  in 
noify,  extravagant  prate.  Towards  the 
morning,  the  bridegroom  flies  to  the  arms 
of  h  is  bride  for  the  firft  time,  and  the 
companies  feparate  to  go  to  deep.  The. 
next  day,  as  loon  as  their  heads  are  tolerably 
fettled,  they  alienable >  men  and  women,  in 
feparate  companies  again.  The  victuals, 
they  left  the  day  before  are  again  let  be¬ 
fore  them.  They  cram  ravenoufly.  What 
they  leave  is  fet  by  for  a  meal  to  the  fame 
mouths  the  next  day.  They  refume  the 
fmoaking  of  dacha,  or  tobacco  •,  and  pals 

the  time,  till  near  the  next  morning,  in  the 

fame 
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fome  incoherent  prate  and  nolle  as  be¬ 
fore. 

T  nis  is  the  lire  they  lead  from  day  to 
day,  without  minding  any  bufinefs,  or  any 
other  pleaiure,  till  they  have  fairly  devour¬ 
ed  ad  the  victuals  that  were  dreffed  for 
them  on  the  day  of  marriage.  When  that 
js  done,  the  nuptial  fe.flivities  are  at  an 
Ciin.  It  is  iomething  remarkable,  that 
though  the  Hottentots  are  great  lovers  of 
rnufic  and  dancing,  they  admit  of  neither 
in  their  feftivities.  Eating,  drinking, 
fmoking,  and  immoderate  prating  are  the 
fum  total  of  every  entertainment,  on  occa- 
fion  of  marriage,  throughout  all  the  Hot¬ 
tentot  nations.  Their  drink  is  their  ordi¬ 
nary  beveridge,  which  is  water  and  cow’s- 
milk. 

The  Hottentots  allow  of  polygamy,  up 
to  any  number  of  wives,  that  a  man  is  able 
and  willing  to  maintain.  A  certain  tra¬ 
veller  fays,  that  this  cuftom  obtains  only 
among  the  rich  Hottentots j  others  fay,  that 

poly- 
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polygamy  is  ofccn  to  be  met  w lth 
even  amongft  the  poor.  However, .  the 
richeft  have  feldom  more  than  thiee  wives. 
Marriages  between  firft  and  fecond  coufins 
are  not  allowed  by  the  Hottentots.  1  hole 
who  tranfgrcfs  herein,  are  condemned  by 
their  laws  to  be  cudgel’ d  to  death. 

Vs  > 

■»  '  #  , 

With  regard  to  the  portions  on  both 
Tides,  the  Hottentot  marriages,  the  eldeft 
Ton  inherits  all  the  eftate,  the  father  dies 
poffefied  of  :  but,  if  an  eldeft  Ton  marries 
while  his  father  is  living,  he  Hands  no  better 
chance  for  a  fortune  in  hand,  than  his 
younger  brothers,  who  are  all  in  that  ar¬ 
ticle  at  the  diferetion  of  the  father,  if  they 
marry  in  his  life  time  *,  and  a  father  fel¬ 
dom  gives  a  Ton  for  his  marriage-portion 
above  a  couple  of  cows,  and  a  couple  of 
fheep,  with  which  he  muft  fhift  in  the 
world  as  well  as  he  can.  Upon  the  death 
of  the  father,  the  younger  fons  are,  for  their 
fortunes,  at  the  diferetion  of  the  eldeft, 
who  rarely  does  any  thing  better  foi  them 

than  what  has  been  faid  of  the  father.  The 

daughters 
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daughters  have  feldoril  any  portion  at  all  j 
if  they  nave,  it  is  not  above  a  cow  and  a 
couple  of  lheep;  and  thefe,  or  the  like, 
muff  be  returned  to  the  family  die  belongs 

to,  in  cafe  fhe  fhould  die  before  die  has  a 
child. 

The  men  look  not  for  fortunes,  or 
great  alliances  by  marriage.  In  the  choice 
of  their  wives,  they  confider  nothing  but 
wit,  beauty,  or  agreeablenefs ;  fo  that  it 
fometimes  happens,  the  daughter  of  a  poor 
obfcure  fellow,  is  married  to  the  captain  of  a 
kraal,  or  the  chief  of  a  nation.  Adultery 
is  pumfhed  with  death  among  the  Hotten¬ 
tots.  Marriage  may  be  diffolved  among 
them :  a  man  may  be  divorced  from  his 
wife  and  a  woman  from  her  hufband,  upon 
adigning  fuch  a  caufe  as  may  appear  fatif- 
faflory  to  the  men  of  the  kraal  where  they 
live ;  who,  upon  fuit  to  them  for  relief  by 
divorce,  immediately  affemble  to  hear  and 
determine  the  matter.  A  man  divorced 
from  his  wife,  is  at  liberty  to  marry  again 

when- 
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whenever  he  pleafes.  But,  a  woman  di¬ 
vorced  from  her  hufband,  is, not  allowed 
to  marry  again  during  his  life. 

.  A  certain  traveller  tells  us,  that  the 
bride,  on  the  nuptial  day  ties  a  gut  of  an 
ox  or  a  fheep  about  the  neck  oi  the 
bridegroom,  who  is  obliged  to  wear  it  there 
till  it  rots  off.  But  this  is  contradicted  by 

others. 

We  fhall  conclude  this  account  of  the 
marriage  ceremonies  of  the  Hottentots,  by 
taking  notice  of  one  very  extraordinary 
cuftom  that  prevails  amongft  them  •,  which 
is,  that  a  widow  for  every  husband  fire  mar- 
r.es  after  the  fir  ft,  is  obliged  to  cut  off  the 
joint  of  a  finger  beginning  at  one  of  the 
little  fingers.  Were  the  obfervance  of 
fuch  a  cuftom  extracted  from  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  ladies,  they. would  not  fail  to 
adopt  the  fentiments  of  Dido. 
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.Lit  tyicos ^  primus  cpai  me  Jloi  juccit  amoves 
Abfiulit ,  ille  babeat  fectm  fervetq ;  fepukhre. 


Or  they  might  probably  have  recourfe  to 
fome  other  expedient  for  iupplying  the 
-want  of  a  fecond  marriage. 
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